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CHAP. XIV. 

The pradlcal ufe of female kriowledgi^ with 
a Jketch of the female charaderj and A 
comparative view rf the f exes. 

The chief end to be propofed m culti- 
vating the undetftandings of women, is 
to qualify them for the praftical piirpofeS 
of life. Their knowledge iS ndt often 
like the learning of men, to be reproduced 
in fome literary cbmpofitioh, nor ever 
in any learned profefliori; but it is to 
come out in conduft. It is to be exhibited 
in life and manners. A lady (Indies, not 
TOL. II. B that 
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that fhe may qualify herfelf to become an 
orator or a pleader j not that Ihe may 
learn to debate, btit to aft. She is to 
read the beft books^ not fo much to enable 
her to talk of them, as to bring the 
improvement which they furnifli, to the 
reSification of her principles and the 
formation of her habits^ The great u&s 
of ftudy to a woman are to enable her to 
regulate her own mind, and to be inftru- 
mental to the good of others. 

To woman, therefore, whatever be her 
rank, I would recommend a predoniihaiice 
of titofQ more fober ftudtcs, whichy not ' 
having difplay for theit objeft, may tn^e 
her wife without vanity, happy widiottt 
witneffes,, and content without panegy- 
rifts ; the exerdfe of which will not bring 
celebrity, but improve ufefulnefs. She 
IhQuld purfiie €very kind of ftudy which 
will teach her to elicit truth ; which will 
lead her to be intent upon realities^ will 
give precifion to her ideas ;. will make an 
exa£t mind. She fhould cultivate every^ 

ftudy 



ftirdy which, irfftM 6f ftiMkpng lieKen^^ 
fiBility, x^iffaaMit'; Ajcii^^i neither 
create ati eit^fcve 6r a f?ilfe refihement j 
tJlifch \nir gi^fe ifef d^^^^ notions; \viir 
brJhg the irnkgmatioh under dominion Y 
\fai le&d tf^r to {Mk:, to. (fompare, tV 
cMlii^, iS M^dAi^cl *ch will confej-^; 
fuc^^ a^ pci^ii? 6? dft5cr)ininati6ri, t*hat licr 
jA^^fiieAt^ fK^I^ leafra W' r^^^^^^ i^^ 

diSziingy ifftjbendt folidj arid to prefer, 
not v/hki is ftfiking, or bf ignt^ or new,,^ 
but what IS juft. That kind of knowledge 
wmch'is rather fitteci for hbme confumption 
than foreign exportation, Is pe'duliarly 
adapted to womten** 

It is becaufe the fuperficial nature of 
ttcir educitioii' fumifHes' thqm witli' a falfe' 
sftiS tew ffatidarcr 6t iritelle'^^ual excellence, 

* May I be allowed , tq ilrcaagthen mf own opipioq^ 
with the authority of. Dr. Johnfon, that .a woman 
cannot have too much armme'tlc P tt ra a folld, pra^ical 
«fC4lfiremeni,*'iti wKich theW U mucH ufe* and Ifttle, 
dSfpUff; itbaqoietfolSti^kitfd'oPttiwkagt; WJiicK^ 
fhc acquires for herCilf 4^4 t^cr /adul^t tnd- not fc^ 
die worlds 

B a that 
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that women have too often become ridi- 
culous by the unfounded pretenfions of 
literary vanityj: ifor it is not the really 
learned, but the fmatterers, ,.who have 
generally brought their fi^ intp difcredit,-. 
by an abfurd aflTeftation, which has fet 
tnem on defpifmg the duties of ordinsuy . 
life. There have not indeed been wantwig 
(but the charafter is not npw commoa) 
frecieufes ridiculesj vfho^ afluming a Hipe-' 
riority to the fober cares which ought to 
occupy thei;* fex,' have claimed a lofty and 
fupercilious exemption from the dull and 
plodding drudgeries 

' Of this dim fpeck called earth ! 

There have not been waiiting ill-judging 
females, who have afiei^ed to eftablifh an 
tftinatural feparation between talents and 
ufefiilnefs, inftcad of beariiig in mind that 
talents are the 'great appointed inftrumehts 
of ufefulnefs j who have ad^ed as if know- 
l^ge were to confer on woinan a kind of 
^tafticfovereigtity^ which fhould exone- 
rate 
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Tate her from the difcharge of female 
duties ; whereas it is bnly meant the mdre 
eminently to qualify her for the perform- 
ance of them. A woman of real fenfe 
will never forget, that while the greater 
part of her proper duties are fuch as the 
tAoft moderately gifted may fulfil with 
credit, (fmce Providence never makes that 
to be very difficult, which is generally 
neceffary,) yet that the moft highly en- 
dowed are equally bound to fulfil themj 
and let her remember that the humbled of 
thefe offices, performed on Chriftian prin- 
ciples, are wholefome for the minds even 
of the moft enlightened, as they tend to 
the carting down of thofe " high imagina- 
tions" which women of genius are too 
much tempted to indulge. 

For inftance; ladies whofe natural 
vanity has been aggravated by a falfe 
education, may look down on (zconomy 
as a vulgar attainment, unworthy of the 
attention of an highly cultivated intelleft j 
but this is the falfe eftimate of a (hallow 
B 3 ™iid. 



6 ifJJ^fCyiCAf. U?E Of 

xnind. CEcopomy, fuch ^s a wopii^ii 

of fortune is called on to praAife, is nop 

jjierely the petty detail ^f fnjall d^ly 

(Bxpences, the Ihabby curtailments and 

ftinted parfimony of ^ littl? rninc}, operate 

ing on little concerns ; but it is the e^eir 

cife of a found juc)gme|it exerted in 

the compj-ehenfive outline of order, of 

^rangemept, of diftribution ; of regular 

tions by which alone well-governed fo^ 

cieties, great and fmall, fubfift. She wh<j 

has the beft regulated mind will, other 

things being equal, have the beft regu* 

lated family. As in the fuperintendancf 

pf the uniyerfe, wifdom is feen in it^ 

effe^s ; and as in the vifible works of 

Providence tha^ >ybicli goes on with fuch 

beautiful regularity is the refuU not of 

^b^ce but of deCgn; fo that manage- 

pjent \yhich feeras the moft eafy is com- 

mQn^.y the confe^uence of the beft conr 

%^Ttcd plfli^ : pud a well-concerted plan is 

{sldom thie offspring of an ordinary mifid. 

A i(bund pecpnomy is a found under- 

ftanding 
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(landing brought into adion; it is cal- 
culation realized; it is the doSrine of 
proportion reduced to praftice ; it is fiorc*. 
feeing confequences, and guarding againft 
them; it is expeding contingencies and 
being prepared for them. The differ- 
ence is, that to a narrow-minded vulgar 
oeconomift the details are continually 
pr^fent; fhe is overwhelmed by their 
weight, and is perpetually befpeaking 
your pity for her labours and your praife 
for her exertions ; , (he is afraid you will 
not fee how much (he is haiaffed. She ig 
not fatisfied that the machine moves har- 
monioufly, unlefs (he is perpetually expof- 
ing every fecret fpring to obfisrvation. 
Little events and trivial operations engrofs 
her whole foul ; while a woman of fenfe, 
having provided for their probable recur- 
rence, guards againft the inconveniencies^ 
V'ithout being difconcerted by the cafual 
gbftruftbns which they offer to her general 
jibheme* Subordinate expences and incon- 
p 4 fiderabje 
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fiderable retrenchments (hould not fwallow 
up that attention which is better beftowed 
on regulating the genefral fcale of expence, 
correfting and reducing an overgrown 
eftablifliment, and reforming radical and 
growing exceffes. 

Superior talents, however, are not fo 
common, as, by their frequency, to offer 
much difturbance to the general courfe of 
, human affairs ; and many a lady, who 
tacitly accufes herfelf of neglecting her 
ordinary duties becaufe (he is a genim^ will 
perhaps be found often to accufe herfelf as 
unjuftly as good St. Jerome, when he la- 
ments that he was beaten by the angel for 
being too Ciceronian in his fly le. 

The truth is, women who are fo puffed 
up with the conceit of talents as to negleflt 
the plain duties of life, will not frequently 
Tbe found to be women of the beft abilities. 
And here may the author be allowed the 
gratification of obferving, that thofe women 
of real genius and extenfive knowledge, 
^' . . whofe 
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yhofe friendfhip has conferred honour and 
Jiappinefs on her own life, have been, in 
general, eminent for ceconomy and the 
praftice of domeftic virtues ; and have 
rifen fuperior to the poor affeftation of 
neglefting the duties and defpifing the 
knowledge 'of c.onimon life, with which 
literary women have been frequently, aiid 
not always unjuftly, accufed. 

A romantic girl with a pretenfion to 
fentiment, which her ftill more ignorant 
friends" miftake for genius, (for in the 
empire of the blind the one-eyed are 
kings,) and poffeffing foinething of a na- 
tural ear, has perhaps in her childhood 
exhaufted all the images of grief, and love, 
and fancy, picked up in her defultory 
poetical reading, in an elegy on a fick lin- 
net, or a fonnet on a dead lap-dog; (he 
begins thenceforward to be confidered as 
a prodigy in her little circle ; furrounded 
with fond and flattering friends, every 
avenue to truth is fliut out; (he has no 
opportunity of learning that her fame is 

derived 
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derived not from her powers^ but her 
pofition ; and that vt^hen an imparual critic 
Ihall have made all the neceffary deduc- 
tions, fuch as — that (he is ^ neighbpWt 
riiat fhe is a relation, that flie is a female^ 
that Ihe is young, that Ih^ has had no ad- 
vantages, that fhe is pretty perhaps— 
when her verfes come to be (tripped of alt 
their extraneous appendages, and the fair 
author is driven off her Vantage ground 
of partiality, fex, and favour, fhq will com- 
monly fink to the level of ordinary capa- 
cities. While thofe more quiet women, 
who have meekly fat down in the humble 
fiiades of profe and prudence, by a patient 
p^rfeverance in rational ftudies, rife after- 
wards much higher in the fcale of intelleft, 
aod acquire a much larger flock of fount) 
kxK)wkdge for far better purpofes than 
mere difplay. And, though it may feem 
a contradiSion, yet it will generally be 
found true, that girls who take to fcribble 
are the lead fludious, the leafl reflefting, 
and the leafl rational. They early acquire 

a falfe 



.9, fiilfe confid^ence in their own unaffifted 
powers; it becomes more gratifying to 
their natural vanity to be always pouring 
out their minds on paper, than to be 
drawing into them frefh ideas from richer 
fources* The original ftock, fmall per- 
haps at firft, is foon fpent. The fubfe- 
ijuent eflforts grow more and more feeble, 
if the mind which is continually exhauft- 
ing itfelf, be not alfo continually replenilh- 
cd ; till the latter compofitions become 
little more than reproduftions of the fame 
ideas, and fainter copies of the fame images, 
a little varied and modified perhaps, and not 
^ little diluted and enfeebled. 

It will be neceflary to combat vigilantly 
that favourite plea of lively ignorance, that 
ftudy is an enemy to originality. Correfl: 
the judgment, while you humble the vanity 
of the young untaught pretender, by con- 
vincing her that thofe half*iformed thoughts 
and undigefted ide^s which fhe confiders 
as 'proofs of her invention, prove only, 
^at ihe wants taft^^ and knowl^^^. That 

while 
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while converfation muft polifli and- re« 
fleftidn invigorate her ideas^ fhie muft im- 
prove and enlarge them by the acceflioa 
of various kinds of virtuous and elegant 
Bterature; and that the cultivated mind 
-will repay with large intereft the feeds 
fown in it by judicious ftudy. Let it be 
©bferved, I am by no means encouraging 
young ladies to turn authors; I am only 
reminding them, that 

Authors before they write fhould read ; 

I am only putting them in mind that to be 
ignorant is not to be original. 

Thefe felf- taught, and felf-dependent 
fcribblers pant for the unmerited and 
unattainable praife of fancy and of genius^ 
while they difdain the commendation of 
judgment, knowledge, and perfeverance 
which would probably be within their 
reach. To extort admiration they are 
accu domed to boaft of an impoffible ra- 
pidity in corapofing ; and while they in* . 
finuate how little time their performances 
coft them, they intend you (hould infer 

how 
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how p^rfedt they might have made .them 
had th^y coadefcended to the drudgery pn 
^plication; but app^cation with themuur 
p^iea .defeO: of geuius. They take fuper- 
fluous pains to convince you that there was 
neither learning nor labour employed in the. 
worfc for which they fi>Iidt your praife: 
AJiafi.!- the judicious eye too foon perceives 
i^J though it do^s mt perceive that native, 
firqngth and mother-wit^ which in works 
of rqai genius make Ibme amends for the 
negligence, which yet they dor ^ot juflify^ 
But infiead of extolling thefe effufions for 
their facility, it would be kind in friends. 
rather to blame them foj their crudenefe : 
j^n4. when the young candidates for fame 
are eager to prove in how fliort a time 
fuch a poem has been (truck off, it would 
be w^li to regret that they had not either 
taken a longer time, or refrained from 
writing at all ; as in the former cafe the 
i^rork would have been lefs defedive, and 
in the latter the writer would have dif- 
covrrigd mor^ humility and felf-diftruft, 

A general 
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A general capacity for knowledge, anil 
the cultivation of the underflandin)^ at 
large, will always put a v^omsen into t&e 
beft ftate for directing her purfuits into 
thofe particular channels wlilch her deffiiif*' 
ation in life may afterwards 'require. Baf 
file fliould be carefully inftrufted that hier 
talents are only a means to a ftill higher 
attainment, and that (He is nbt to reA 
in them as an end ; that merely to exerdfe 
them as inftrumenti for the acquifition of 
feme and the promotion of pleafure,^ is 
fubverfive of her delicacy a^ a woman, 
and contrary to the fpirit of a'Chrilfian, ; 

Study, therefore, is to be confidexVcf sijf 
the means of ftrengthening the mind, and' 
of fitting it for higher duties, juft as exer-* 
dfe is to be confidered as an inftriihifeiilf 
for ftrengthening- the body for the iaoi^' 
purpofe. And the valetudinarian who fe' 
religioufly punftual in the obfervance bf 
his daily rides to promote his health, andt 
refts in that as an end, without fd mucK 
as intending to make his improved health. 
13 aa 



ttk inftrument of increafed lifefutnefs, afti 
oa the fame bw and felfifh prmciple with 
her who reads merely for pleafure and for 
&me, without any defign of devotiAg thd 
more enlarged and invigotSLled mirid toi 
die glory of the Giver. 

But therd is one human confideratioa 
which would perhaps more efFeftually temi 
t6 damp in an afpiring woman the ardour^ 
of literary vanity (I fpeak not of real 
genius, though there the remark ofteit 
applies) than any which Ihe will derive 
from motives of humility, or propriety, or 
i^ligion } which is,, that in the judgmciilf 
pafled on her performances,, flie Will have' 
to encounter ^he mortifying circumftaiice 
of having her fex always tstken into ac-' 
count; and her higheft exertions wil!^ 
probably be received with the qualifiedT 
approbation, that it is really eiciraordtnary 
fit a woman. Men of learning, who [are' 
naturally inclined to eftimate works in pro- 
portion as they appear to be the refult of 
art, ftudy, and inftitution^ are inclined to 

confider 
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confider even the happier performances dt 
the other fex as the fporitaneou^ produftibn^ 
of a fruitful but fliallow foil ; and to give 
them the fame kind of praife which wc 
beftow on certain fallads, which oftctf 
draw from us a fort of wondering com- 
mendation ; not indeed as being Wohh 
much in themfelves, but beckufe by thtf 
lightnefs of the earth, and a happy knacfc 
of the gardener, thefe indifferent crefles 
fpring up in a night, and therefore we 
are ready to \^onder they are no wbrfei 
. As to men of fenfe, however, they need 
bp the lefs hpftile to the improvement of 
the other fex, as they ,themfolves will be 
fure to be gainers by it ; the enlargement 
of the female underftanding being the moft 
likely means to put an end to thofe petty 
and abfurd contentions for equality which 
female fmatterers fo anxioufly maintain.- 
I fay fmatterers, for between the firft clafe . 
of both fexes the queftion is much more 
rarely and always more temperately agitata 
ed. Co-operation and not competition, is 

indeed 
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indeed^ the clear principle we wifli. to fee re- 
ciprocally adopted By thpfe ' higher miiids 
in eacli (ex whicli really approximate ihi 
neareff to each other. * The more a wo- 
man^s underftanding is improved, the more 
obyiouiTy fhe will difcerh' that there cstn'bei 
no happinefs in any fbciety where ther6 !^ 
a peVpctu^'ftruffgl^Ie ^f^^^ arid ihi 

nidre 'her'judgnient is redified, the riiorel 
accurate' views' win flie take of the fliatioii 
file was 691-11' to fill, and the more readily 
will tte acconimbdate herfelf to it : while 
the molfl: ' vulgar 'arid Ul-informed womelti 
are ever molt mchned to pe tyrants, and 
tho^ ilvfzys ftruggje nxoft vehenieiitly fot 
power, who feel themfelves at the greatert 
4ii{ance from deferving it, and who wduld 
not fail to make the worft 'ufe of it'whM 
attained. Thus the weakeft reafoners are 
always the moil pofitive in debate ; * and 
the caufe is obvious, for they are unavoid- 
alily* 'driven to maintairi their pretehfioiis 
by violence who want arguments and rea- 
fons to prove that they are in the right. 
VOL, II. * g There 
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There is this fmgular difference between 
a woman vain of her wit, and a woman 
vain of her beauty ; that the beauty, while 
Ihe IS anxioufly alive to her own fame, is 
often indifferent enough about the beauty 
of other women ; and provided fhe herfelf 
is fure of your admiration, fhe does not 
infift on your thinking that there is ano- 
ther handfome woman in the world : while 
Ihe who is vain of her genius, more liberal 
at lead in her vanity, is jealous for the 
honour of her whole fex, and contends for 
the equality of their pretenfions as a body, 
in which fhe feels that her own are in- 
volved as an individual. The beauty vin- 
dicates her own rights, the wit, the rights 
of women; the beauty fights for herfetf, 
the wit for a party j and while the more 
felfifh though more moderate beauty 

would but be Queen for life, 

the public fpirited wit flruggles to abrogate 
the Salique law of intelleft, and to en- 
throne 

a whole fex of Queens. 

At 



01? THE SEXES. t9. 

At the revival of letters in the fixteenth 
and the following century, the controverfy 
about this equality was agitated ^itfa more 
tvarmth than wifdom ; and the procefs 
was inftituted and carried on, on the part 
of the female complainant, with that fort 
of acrimony which always raifes a fufpicion 
of the juftice of any caufe ; for violence 
commonly implies doubt, and invedive in-^ 
dicates weaknefs rather than ftrength. The 
novelty of ^ that knowledge which was then 
burfting out from the dawn of a long dark 
night, kindled all the ardours of the female 
nund, and the ladies fought zealouily for 
a portion of that renown which the reputa* 
tion of learning was beginning to bellow. 
Befides thefr own pens, they had for theux 
advocates all thofe needy authors who had 
any thing to hope from their power, theif 
riches, or their influence; and fo giddy 
did fome of thefe literary ladies become by 
the adulation of their numerous panegy- 
ri(U, that through thefe repeated draughts 
of inebriating praife, they even loft their 
c 2 ' former 
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forittfer moderate' meafureof^ fobei^minded- 
nefs, and grew to' dfef^ife tflfe e^ttalUy ht 
wfiibK t% hitf before <idht«M aS'^rf 
ffete' Below thfeff mfertt and uiiworthy*'(jf 
tJieir atc^pfanee. ' TficlyJ lioW- horned fcF 
litTgdte ifcf •xir'Hafrlfh'ey aFrgady tfeouglif the/ 
f# obvidiifir lioffeffed; afiff ti^flnng^^f^^ 
oT th'e ^afM of" ' lb petlorit]^ ' wis^ • ^t . leii^tfe- 
c'cnifidef^^ ds' aaeqiiate- Vb tKgfr gtbwftr^' 
cl^^s. WK^h > «5iirt42iate§^ aftd^ pilricefl^ 
^e tft^ caiiiifd&tes, tfeey cfereM iidt toiigf 
M^fafc cfrairipfehS td fii^pfoft^'^tlttii- ditej^' 
Bt thefd'(*hai«^io«§ ^^ferilsife-'^^tfcohte 
^i^'drevptdfeeed a^ ilf ^sWuht* t6 faSi^i: 
qubtatibhs ftbnS ttifefe ifeffiare kiif hbri' w&* 
cbhfidet-^c! fe^jifibbfty iM t|^]Jbttit.blS^ 
^TertioiiS 'ffdoator foMd^^Jittd "bf^frag^fi 
^guftient^." iitthofe pfadiffieis^l^^ho oSttbi 
fkh hoitfagdtafeWle genfiS^j the HoAiligg 
^k the eflfoa neither oif-^riftHi' fior of jiiP 
fjfce; nor x)f cbiiviftfon. It a?tbfe rathe* 
but of gratitude," or it waV-^ • reciprocatlbti 
oi flattery; ?t -^b fometf^ tiahity, it Was 
(brffeh difllrds^, Vhich prbmpt^^ the aAiht- 

tion J 
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'tioiv;.it ivas^t.be want of a patrpnefs; it 
v^as the. wa9t of a. dinner. When a, lady, 
and efpecjally as it then often happened, 
S^^en a l^^^y who was noble or royal fat 
.with gratii^^iQg -docility at the foot of a 
. profeffor's chair ; when /he . admired the 
pphilofoplxer,, or rtook upon her to proted 
the theologian, i,w.boni his rivals among his 
ownXex were tearing to pieces, what could 
the grateful prpfeffor or .delighted theolo- 
gian do lefs Jn iieturn than make the apo- 
theofis of .her who had had the penetration 
to .difcern, his merit and the fpirit to re- 
ward it? Thus iniaft it was not fo much 
her .vanity .as .his own that he was often 
flattering^ though fhe was the dupe of her 
jnore deep and defigning panegyrift. 

. But it is a little unfortunate for the per- 
petuity of that fame which the encomiaft 
had made oyer to his patronefs, in the 
never-dying records of his verfcs and ora- 
tions, that in the revolution of a ceniujy 
or two the very names of the flattered are 
now almoft as little known as the worjcs 
c 3 of 
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of the flatterers. Their memerial is perijhed 
with them *• An inftruftive leflTon, re- 
minding us, that whoever beftows, or af- 
fumes a reputation difproportioned to the 
merit of the claimant, will find that reput- 
ation as little durable as it is folid. For 
this literary warfare which engaged fuch 
troops of the fecond-hand authors - of the 
age in queftion in fuch continual Ikirmifhes, 
and not a few pitched battles ; -which pro- 
voked fo much r^cour, fo many volumes, 
and fo little wit ; fo much vanity, fo much 
flattery, and fo much inveftive, produced 
no ufeful or lafting efFeft. Thofe who 
promifed themfelves that their names 
would outlive *^ one half of round eter- 
*' nity," did not reach the end of the cen- 
tury in which the boafl was made; and 
thofe who prodigally offered the incenfe, 
and thofe who greedily fnuffed up its 
fumes, are buried in the fame blank ob^ 
livion ! 

* See Brantome, Pere le Moine, Monf. Thomas, &c. 

But 
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But wHen the temple of Janus feemed to 
have been clofed, or when at word the 
peace was only occafionally broken by a 
flight and random fhot from the hand of 
fome (ingle ftraggler ; it appears that 
though open rebellion had ceafed, yet the 
female claim had not been renounced ; it 
had only (if we may change the metaphor) 
lain in abeyance. The conteft has recently 
been revived with added fury, and with 
multiplied exaflions ; for whereas the an- 
cient demand was merely a kind of ima- 
ginary prerogative, a fpeculative import- 
ance, a mere titular right, a fliadowy claim 
to a few unreal acres of Parhaffian terri- 
tory J the revived contention has taken a 
more ferious turn, and brings forward po- 
litical as well as intellectual pretenfions ; 
and among the innovations of this inno- 
vating period, the impofing term of rig/jts 
has been produced to fanQify the claim of 
our female pretenders, with a view not only 
to rekindle in the minds of women a pre- 
fumptuous vanity dilhonourable to their 
c 4 fex. 
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r " ■•■■'• '. * . ' .' ; • 

fe;x, but produced with a view to excite in 
their hearts an impious difcontent with th^ 
poft which God has alfigned them in this 
world. 

But they little underftand the true m- 

.terefts of woman who would lift her from 

the important duties of her allotted ftation, 

.to fill with fantaftic dignity a loftier but 

Jefs appropriate niche, Nor do they un- 

jderftandher true happin^fs, who feek to 

^ annihilate diftinftions from which fhe de-? 

rives advantages, and to attempt mnova- 

tions which would depreciate her real va^ 

. lue. Each fex has its proper excellencies, 

, w;hich. would be loft were they melted 

. 4own into the common charafter by tlie 

. fufion of the new phjlofophy. Why ftioiild 

we do away diftinftions which increafe the 

mutual benefits and enhance the fatisfac-f 

tions pf life? Whence, but by carefully 

preferving the original marks of difference 

. ftamped by the hand of the Creator, would 

be derived the fuperior advantage of mixed 

fpciety? Is either fex fo abounding ih'per- 

15 feftioii 
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fe Aipn as to be independent on the othfer 
for improvement ? 'Have men ho need to 
have their rough angles filed off, and thdi; 
harflineSes and afperities ftnoothed Silid 
poli/hed by affimilating with beiAgs ^ of 
more foftnefs and refinement? Are' the 
ideas of women naturally fo very jndicioixsy 
are their principles fo in'binci bly Rrm, are 
their views fo ferfe£lly cbrreft, are their 
judgments fo completely exaft, that there is 
occafion for no additional weight, no 
fuperadded ftrength, no increafed clear- 
nefs, none of that enlafgenient of mind, 
none of that additional invigoration which 
may be derived from the aids of the 
ftrdnger fex ? What identity could ad- 
vantageoufly fuperfede fuch an enliveniag 
oppofition, fuch an interefting variety of 
charafter ? Is it not then more wife as ii^ell 
as more honourable to move contentedly 
in the plain path which Pro\ndence has 
obvioufly marked out to the fex, and in 
which cuftom has for the moft part ration- 
ally confirmed them, rather than to ftray 

awk- 
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awkwardly, unbecomingly, and unfuccefs- 
fully, in a forbidden road ? Is it not de- 
firable to be the lawful pofleflbrs of a leffer 
domeftic territory, rather than the tur- 
bulent ufurpers of a wider f©reign empire ? 
to be good originals, than bad imitators? 
to be the beft .thing of one's own kind, 
rather than an inferior thing even if it were 
of an higher kind ? to be excellent women 
rather than indifferent men ? 

Is the author then undervaluing her own 
fex ?— No. It is her. zeal for their true in- 
ierejls which leads her to oppofe their ima- 
ginary rights. It is her regard for their 
happinefs which makes her endeavour to 
cure them of a feverifli thirft for a fame as 
unattainable as inappropriate; to guard 
them againft an ambition as little becoming 
the delicacy of their female charafter as the 
meeknefs of their religious profeflion. A 
little Chriftian humility and fober-minded- 
nefs are worth all the empty renown which 
was ever obtained by the mifapplied ener* 
gie& of the fex ; it is worth all the wild 

meta- 



OF THE SEXES, 27 

metaphyfical difcuflion which has ever 
been obtruded under the name of reafon 
and philofophy ; which has unfettled 
the peace of vain women, and forfeited the 
refpe£b of reafonable men. And the moft 
elaborate definition of ideal rights, and the 
moft hardy meafures for attaining them, 
are of lefs value in the eyes of a truly ami- 
able woman, than *' that meek and quiet 
** fpirit, which is in the fight of God of 
** great price." 

Natural propenfities beft mark the 
defignations of Providence as to their 
application. The fin was not more clearly 
beftowed on the fifli that he Ihould fwim, 
nor the wing given to. the bird that he 
Ihould fly, than fuperior ftrength of body, 
and a firmer texture of mind was given to 
man, that he might prefide in the deep 
and daring fcenes of aftion and of council ; 
in the complicated arts of government, in 
the contention of arms, in the intricacies 
and depths of fcience, in the buftle of com- 
inerce, and in thofe profeffions which de- 
mand 
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mand a higher reacb^'aad a wider ^a^ge of 
powers* The true vakie of woman is aot 
dhniniflied by the itiaputation of inferiority 
in thofe. talents which do not beloijg to 
her, of thofe qualities in which her claiai 
to "excellence does not confift. She has 
other requifites, better adapted toanfwer 
the end and purpofes of- her being, from 
** Him who does all things well ;'* who 
fuits the agent to the , a£tion ; who accom- 
modates the inftrument to the work. 

• Let not then afpirijig, becaufe ill-judg- 
ing woman, . view with pining envy the 
keen fatyrift, hunting vice through all the 
doubliiqgs and windings of the heart; the 
fagacious politician, leading fenates, - ai^d 
direfting the fj^te of empires ; the agute 
lawyer, detefti^g the. obliquities of fr^ud ; 
and the. (kilful dramatift, expofmg the pre- 
tenfions of folly j but let her ambition, be 
confoled by reflcaing, chat thofe who- thus 
excel, to all that Nature bellows and books 
can teach, mufl add.befides that confum- 
mate knowiedge of the^y'orld to which a 

delicate 



deifcate ^tttati has nb hit avenaes^ and 
whithPcfven^tf fhe^Goirid attain, fhe xwsuld. 
nevei^ be- ftipftofed^ filiate come honeftly by. 
Icrakhofl aliftiiai' confie^ tinder the de- 
fcriptionof polity l^fteffe, in all that cap- 
tiV*tts by kilageity, or warms by jtift and 
aftdiifg fdntitiflfefit, women are excellent. 
They poffdfe m i ^Mgh degree that delicacy 
and qtrfcknefe of peiceptidn^ and that mce 
difceirnment between the beautiful a^d de- 
feflSve which comes -under the denottiina^ 
tbn of tafte. Both in compofition and 
aSion th^y eicel in details ; but they do 
ik>t fd tntich gtei^r^Bee their ideas as men, 
BOlr do thdt m«4ds feize a great fubjeft 
wRfh Co Mge a gWfp. They are aeute ob- 
^veris, iftd Acetate judges of life and 
diannei'^, as fkr as their own fphere of ob* 
fervation extends ; but they defer ibe a 
finalfet' circle. A woman fees the world, 
as it were, from a little elevation in her 
own garden, whence flie makes an exz& 
fiinrey of home fcenes, but takes not in 

that 
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that wider range of diflant profpefls which 
he who {lands on a loftier eminence com* 
mands. Women have a certain tad which 
often enables them to feel what is juft more 
inftantaneoufly than they can define it. 
They have an intuitive penetration into 
charafter, beftowed on them by Provi- 
dence, like the fenfitive and tender organs 
of fome timid .animals, as a kind of na- 
tural guard to warn of the approach of 
danger beings who are often called to aft 
defenfively. 

In fumraing up the evidence, if I may 
fo fpeak, of the different capacities of the 
fexes, one may venture, perhaps, to affert, 
that women have equal parts ^ but are in- 
ferior in wholenefs of mind, in the integral 
underftanding : that thojugh a fuperior 
woman may poffefs fingle faculties in 
equal perfeftion, yet there is. commonly 511 
jufter proportion in the mind of a fuperior 
man : that if women have in an equal de- 
gree the faculty of fancy which creates 

images. 
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images, and the faculty of memory whleh 
collefts and ftores ideas, they feem not to 
poffefs in equal meafure the faculty of 
comparing, comfeining, analj^fing, and fe- 
parating thefe ideas ; that deep and patient 
thinking which goes to the bottom of a 
fubjeft; nor that power of arrangement 
which knows how to link a thoufand cdn- 
nefted ideas in one dependent train, with- 
out lofing fight of the original idea out of 
which the reft grow, and on which they all 
hang. The female too, wanting fteadinefs 
in her intelleftual purfuits, is perpetually 
turned afide by her charaSeriftic taftes 
and feelings. Woman in the career of 
genius, is the Atalanta, who will rifle 
lofmg the race by running out of her road 
to pick up the golden apple; while her 
male competitor, without, perhaps, pofleff- 
ing greater natural ftrength or fwiftnefs, 
will more certainly attain his objeft, by 
direft purfuit, by being lefs expofed to the 
feduftions of extraneous beauty, and will 

win 
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win the race, ijpt by excelling in ipeed^ 
but by djefpifiog the bait *. 

Here it may be juftly enough retorted^ 
that, as it is allowed the education of 
wonijen is fo dj^fei^ve, the alleged inferi* 
prity qf their wpds may be accounted for 
on that ground n\ore juftly thai;i b^ afcrib; 
ing it to their natural maj^e* And, indeec)^ 
tji^r^ is fo much trut^^ in th^ remark, tli^ 
lill women fhall be more reafonably edu- 
cated, and till the native growth of thek 
mind ihall c^afe to be ftinted and cramped» 
we have no jufter ground for pro^ounciMr 
that their underftanding has already rpach; 
ed its higheft attainable point, than tb^ 
Chinefe would have for affirming tbayt 
their women, hav^ attained to the great^^ 

^ What indlfpofes even reafonable women to con- 
cede in thefe points is, that the weakeft man inftantiy 
lays hold on the conceffion ; and, on the mere grouittl 
of fex, plumes himfelf on his own individual fupc* 
riority ; inferring that the iillieft man is fuperior to the 
£rft»rate woman. 

poffible 
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^9^bie perfedion m walking, while the 
firft d^f e is, during their infancy, to crip- 
ple their feet. At lead, till the female fex 
are more catefully infbuded, this queftion 
\nll always remain as undecided as to the 
tkgree of difierence between the mafculine 
and finninine underftanding, as the queftion 
between the imderftandings of blacks and 
Whiter; for until men and women, and 
until A&icafi8 and Europeans are put more 
nearly on a par in the cultivation of their 
taindd^ the (hades of diftinftion, whatever 
they be, between their native abilities can 
never be £drly afcertained. 

And when we fee (and who will deny 
that we fee it frequently ?) fo many women 
nobly rifing from under all the preflure of 
a di&dvantageous education and a defeftive 
fyftcm of fociety, and exhibiting the moft 
tmambiguous marks of a vigorous under- 
ftanding, a correct judgment, and a fter- 
ling piety^ it reminds us of thofe fhining 
lights which have now and then burft out 
through all the « darknefs vifible" of the 

TOL. II. D Romifli 
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Romifli church, have difencumbered them* 
felves from the gloom of ignorance, ffaakeii 
off the fetters of prejudice, and with a 
noble energy rifen fuperior to all the errors 
•of. a corrupt theology. 

But whatever chard dleriftical diftindions 
may exift y whatever inferiority may be 
attached to woman from the flighter frame 
of her body, or the more circumfciibed 
powers of her mind ; from a lefs fyftematic 
education, and from the fubordlnate ftation 
flie is called to fill in life 5 there is one great 
and leading circumftance which raifes her 
importance, and even eftablifhes her equality. 
Chrijiianiiy has exalted women to true and 
undifputed dignity; in Chrift Jefus, as 
there is neither " rich nor poor," ". bond 
" nor free," fo there is neither " male nor 
*' female." In the view of that immor- 
tality, which is brought to light by the 
gofpel, fhe has no fuperior. " Women** 
(to borrow the idea of an excellent prela;te) 
*' make up one half of the human race ; 
" equally with men redeemed by the blood 

"of 
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*'of Chrift/' In this their true'digiiity 
toniifts.; here their -feeft pretenfions reft ; 
feere their higheft cfeiihs are allowed. 

AH difputes then for pre-eminence be- 
tween the fexes have only for their objed 
the poor precedence foir a' few fhort years, 
the attention of which would be better 
deroted to the duties of life and the in- 
Iferefts of ^eternity. 

Abd as the final hope of the ietnale kx 
18 equal, fo are their prefent means, per- 
hzpSy more favourable, and their opportu- 
nities, often, lefs obftrufted than thofe of 
the other fex* In their Chriftian courfe 
women have every fuperior advantage, 
whether we confider the natural make of 
their minds, their leifure for acquifidonin 
youth, or their fubfequently lefs expofed 
mode of life. Their hearts arc naturally 
foft and flexible, open to impreflions of 
love and gratitude; their feelings tender 
find lively j all thefe are favourable to the 
cultivation of a devotional fpirit. Yet 
Xvhilc we remind them of thefe native be- 
D 2 nefits. 
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neBte, they ^111 do wdi to be on their gx^vA 
left this very foitnefsand doftility lay liiein 
more opea to the fedo^ions of tempta^oQ 
aaderror. 

Theyliave in the native conftitution of 
their mmds, as well as frdm the relative 
fituations they are c^iHed to UU a c^rtaiEi 
fcufe of atiachtoe^t ^d d^eii^eacf , 
which is peculiarly favourable to re%|io9» 
They feel, pi^rhaps, more intimately- the 
MWit of. 13^ ftre^grfijwbicAi is ivJtj^beir 
own. Chiiftiamty, Wmg^ that fiiperi»- 
ducedftrcngth; it coined in aid of th^ 
confdoM weJbiefe^Iiaiad offers- the. wly 
mie c^uoterpoife to it. . " Woman* fee 
}^ thft;>tt heafed of thii>e infirmity /Ms ftUl 
the hcEatt-chjeering la;iiguage of a grack>us 
Savipur. • 

Women alfo bring to the ft.udy of Clwift- 
ianity fewer of thofe prfejudice^ whi<jh 
perfbns of the other; fex too often ea^Iy 
contraa. Men, from theijf claffical cd«- 
catio^ acquire a ftrong partiality for the 
raanriejs of Pagan aatiqjaity, and the 

docu- 
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documents of Pagan pliiIof<^hy : this, fo^ 
geth^ with the impure taint caught from 
the loofe ddkriptions of then: poet9, and 
the licen^ous langus^e even of tbdr hif<» 
torians, (m whom w6 r^onably look for 
nibre • gfiiidty,) often weakens the good 
iinjM'eflions of young men, and at leaft 
confufi^ &eir ideas of piety, by misting 
them with fo much heterogeneous matter* 
Their very f^rits are imbued all die week 
With the impure follies of a depraved my^ 
thdogy i and it is well if even on Sundays 
they can hear of the *' true God, and Jefus 
^<Ghrift whom he has feiit/' While wo^- 
men, though ftruggling with the fame 
natural corruptions, have commonly le& 
knowledge to unknow, and fewer fchemes 
to unlesun; they have not to (hake off 
the ptide of fyibem, and to difencumber. 
thdr minds from the fhackles of favourite 
theories; they do not bring from the 
pordi or the academy any ^' oppofitions 
^< of fdence*' to obftruft their reception 
D 3 of 
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of thofe pure dcxftrincs; taught on the 
Mount: do&rhies which ought to fiad a 
readier entrance mto .nund$ unmfef^ed 
with the pride of the fchool pf Zeno, Qt 
the IJbertinifm of that of Jlpicurus. , 

And as women are naturally more af- 
feAionate than faftidiousj they are likely 
tbthto read and to hear with a kfs critical 
fpirit than men: they^^vill not be on the 
watch, to dete£i:errors» fo much as to g^<^ 
ther ImproYement J theyjhave feldom that 
hardncfs which Js' acquired by dealing 
deeply in books of controverfy, but are 
more ihdined to the perufal of works 
which quicken the devotional feelings, 
than to fuch as awakqn a fpxrit of doubt 
and fcq)ticifm. They are lefs difpofed tp 
confidcr the compofitions tl^ey read, as 
materials on which to ground objedions 
and anfwers, than as helps to £aith and 
rules of life. With thefe advantages, 
however, they fliould alfo bear in min4 
that.their more .eafily repeiv^d jmpreffions 
being often lefs abiding, and their reafon 

lefj 
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lefs Open to conVidion by means of the, 
ftrong evidences which exift: in favour of 
the tttith of Chriftianity^ *' they ought^ 
^* therefore, to give the more earneft hee4 
*^ to the things which they have heard^ 
** left at any time they fhould let themj 
^' flip/' Women are alfo, from: their. dq-^ 
meftic habits,: in poffeflion of more leifure^ 
and tranquillity for religious purfuits,as well, 
as fecured from thofe difficulties and ftro;Qg 
temptations to which men are expofed in th^ 
tumult of a biiftling world. Thdr lives are 
more regular and uniform, lefs agitated by 
the paflions, the bufinefles, the contentions^ 
the fliock of opinions, and the oppofition 
of interefts which divide fociety, and con- 
vulfe the world. 

If we have denied them the poiTeffion of 
talents which might lead them to excel as 
lawyers, they are preferved from the peril of 
having their principles warped by that too 
jndifcriminate defence of right and wrong, 
to which the profeflbrs of the law are exr 
pofed. If we fliould queftion their title to 
D 4 eminence 
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eminence as mathematicians, they are hj^|w 
pily exempt from the danger to which 
men devoted to that fcience are faid to b0 
Hable ; namely, that of looking for demon* 
^ration on fubjefts, ^hich by their ▼ery' 
nature, are incapable of >ffording it. If 
they are lefs eonverfant in the powers of 
nature, the ftrufture of the human frame, 
and the knowledge of the heavenly bodies, 
flian phi|ofophers, phyficians, and aftrono-* 
mers ; they are, however, delivered from 
the error into which many of each of thefe 
have fometimes fallen, I mean froni the 
fatal habit of refting in fecond caufes, in« 
ftead of referring all to the firft ; inftead of 
making " the heavens declare the glory of 
" God, and proclaim his handy work j^. 
Inftead of concluding, when they obferve 
** how fearfully and wonderfully we ar^^ 
** made, marvellous are thy works O Lord 1 
" and that my foul knoweth right well.'* 

And let the weaker fex take comfort, 
that in their very exemption from privileges, 
which they are fometimes fooliflily difpofed 

to 
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to envy, confifts not only their fecurity, but 
their happinef$. If they enjoy not the dit. 
tin^ons of public life and high offices, da 
they not efcape the refponfibility attached 
to them, and the mortification of being 
difmifled from them ? If they have no voiced 
in deliberative aflemblies, do they not avoid 
the load of duty infeparably conneded with 
fuch privileges? Prepoftetous pains have 
been taken to excite in women an uneafy 
jealoufy, that their talents are neither re^ 
warded with public honours nor emolu- 
ments in life; nor with infcriptions, fta- 
tues, and maUfoleums after death. It 
has been abfurdly reprefented to them as 
an hardibip, that while they are expeded 
to perform duties, they muft yet be con- 
tented to relinquifli honours, and muft 
unjufUy be compelled to renounce fame 
whik they muft feduloufly labour to de- 
ferve it. 

But for Chriftian women to ad: on the 
low views fuggefted to them by their ill- 
judging panegyrifts } for Chriftian women 

to 
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tp look up with a giddy head and a throb«> 
bing heart to honours and remunerations, 
{o little fuited to the wants and capacities 
of an immortal fpirit, would be no lefe 
ridiculous than if Chriflian heroes fhould 
look back with envy on the old pagaXl 
rewards of ovations, oak garlands, parfley 
crowns, and laurel wreaths. The Chriflian 
hope more than reconciles Ghriftian wo- 
inen to thefe petty privations, by fiibftitutr 
ing a nobler prize for their ambition, 
^* the prize of the high-calling of God in 
^^ Chrift Jefus ;'* by fubftituting, for that 
popular and fluftuating voice, which may 
cry, " Hofanna,'* and " crucify*^ in a 
breath, that '' favour of God which is 
^' eternal lifc.^' . : 

If women fhould lament it as a difad-? 
vantage attached to their fex, that thefar 
charafter is of fo delicate a texture as to be 
fulHed by the flightefl breath of calumny, 
and that the ftain once received is indelible j 
yet are they not led by that very circum- 
ftance as if inflindively to fhrink from all 

thofe 
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^ofe irregularities to which the lo& of 
charafter.i? fo. certainly expefted to be at- 
tached ; -and, to fliun with keener circum- 
i^)e£Uan the mod diftant approach towards 
^le confioe$ ctf danger ? Let them not lar 
pient it as an hardlhip, but account it to be 
} privilege) that the delicacy of their fex 
irapdis them more.fcrupuloufly to avoid the 
very ** appearance of evil ;" let them not 
regret that the confcioufnefs of their danger 
ferves to fecure their purity, by placing 
them at a greater diftance, and in a more 
deep intrenchment from the evil itfelf. 

Though it be one main objeft of this 
little work, rather to lower than to raife 
any defire of celebrity in the female heart ; 
yet I would awaken it to a jufl: fenfibility 
to honeft f^me: i.W5Jl¥ Q^SR WQIxiea 
to tS&sSi that our religian has liot only 
naade theffi Ij^ tjo j bleffed injiuortality 
fegreaftej, but hjj greatly r^ifqd thya iq 
^e fcale of being h^g, by liiting them tQ 
5a importance ja focieiy unkuQWU tp the 
inoft polUhed ages of antiguity. The re- 
ligion 
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ligion of Chrift has even bedowed a degree 
of renown on the fex beyond what any 
other religion ever did. Perhaps thera 
are hardly fo many virtuous women (fop 
I rged the long catalogue whom thraf^ 
vices have transferred from oblivion to 
m&my) named in sJl the pages^ of Greek 
or Roman Hiftory, as are handed down 
to eternal fame, in a few of thofe fhort 
chapters with which the great Apoftle to 
the Gentiles has concluded his epiftles to 
his converts. Of *^ devout and honour* 
*' able women,*^ the facred fcriptures re^* 
cord " not a few." Some of the moft 
affefting fcenes, the moft interefting tranf- 
afltions, and the moft touching converfa-* 
tions which are recorded of the Saviour of 
the world, paffed with women, Tieir ex*. 
amples have fupplied fome of the moflk 
eminent inftances of faith and love. Thef 
are the firft remarked as having ^* minif-; 
** tered to htm of their fubftance.^' Tieirs, 
was the praife of not abandoning their 
defpifed Redeemer when he was led to 
4 ex^. 



execution, and under all the hopelefs 
circumftances of his ignominious death; 
they appear to have been the Iq^ attending 
at his tomb, and the Jirfi on the morning 
when he arbfe from it. Theirs was the 
privitege of receiving the earlieft confda- 
don from their rifen Lord ; theirs was the 
honour of being firft commiffioned ta an- 
nounce his glorious refurre9ion# And 
even to have furnifhed heroic confeffors, 
devoted feints, and un&rinking martyrs (o 
the Church of Chrifl;, has not been the ex^ 
diifhre honour of the bolder fex. 



[ 46 3 



CHAP^ XV. 

CONVERSATIOK.— rfl/«^ 'filgg?fifd Vtt thij 

fubjeSl. — On the tempers ami Mfpofttiom. 

to be introduced , in it. — JErrcri . to be* 

avoided. — Vanity under various' Jbc^es tbe 

caufe ofthofe errors. : 

The fexes will naturafly defife ttyappca* 
to each other, fuch as each believes th* 
other will beft Hk€; their converfetkttl 
will aft reciprocally ; and each fex will 
wifli to appear more or lefs rational as 
they perceive it will more or lefs recom*- 
mend them to the other. It is therefore 
to be regretted, that many men^ even of 
diftinguiflied fcnfe and learning, are too apt 
to confider the fociety of ladies, as a fccne 
in which they are rather to reft their under- 
flandings, than to exercife them; while 
ladies, in return, are too much addifted to 
make their court by lending themfelves 

to 
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•to this fpirit of trifling; they often avoid 
making ufe of \diat abilities they have; 
and affe£t to talk belov^ their natural and 
acquired powers of mind ; confidering it as 
a tacit and welcome flattery to the under- 
ftanding of men, to renounce the exercife 
of their own* 

Now fincir'taflie and principles thus mu- 
tually operate ; . men, by keeping up con- 
v^ation to its proper flandard, would not 
only call into exetcife the powers of mind 
which women aftually poflefs ; but would 
even awaken in them n,ew energies which 
they do not know they poflefs ; and men 
of Tenfe would find their account in doing 
this, for their own talents would be more 
highly rated by companions who were bet- 
ter able to appreciate them, and they would 
be receiving as well as imparting improve- 
ment. And, on the other hand, if young 
women found it did not often recommend 
them in. the eyes of thofe whom they moft 
wi(h to pleafe, to be frivolous and fuper- 
fidal, they would become more fedulous 

in 
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in corrtSting thctr oita habits Wlum 
cirer fafhionable Women indkate a rdife 
for inftrudiTe oonTerfation, men will aalt 
be apt to hazard what is vain, or tmprofil^ 
able ; much lefs will they erer prefume to 
bring forward what is loofe or corrupc^ 
where feme fignal has not been previouily 
given^ that it will be acceptable, or at leaft 
that it will be pardoned^ 

Ladies commonly bring into compai^ 
minds already too much relaxed by p^ty 
purfuits, rather than overflrained by in- 
tenfe application. The littlenefs of the 
employments in which they are ufaally 
engaged, does not fo exhaufl: their fpirits 
as to make them ftand in need of that 
relaxation from company which fevere ap 
plication or overwhelming bufinefs makes 
rcquifite for ftudious or public men. The 
due confideration of this circumftance 
might ferve to bring the fexes more nearly 
on a level in fociety j and each might meet 
the other half way; for that degree of 
Hvely and eafy converfation which is a ne^ 

ceffary 
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ceffary refreflimenc to the learned ahd the 
tnify, ^R^osld not decreafe in pleafantnefs by 
bdag ms^ of fo rational a caft as would 
^{bme^at raife the minds of women, 
who commoaly feek fociety as a fcene c^ 
pleafere, not ae a refuge from intenfe 
thought or exhaufting labour. 

It is a difadrantage even to thofe women 
wliokeep the bed company, that it is un« 
iiappBy almoft eftabliflied into a fyftem, by 
.the t)ther fea^, to poftpone every thing like 
inftrtidive difcourfe till the ladies are with* 
drawn ; thdr retreat ferving as a Idiid of 
fi^itid fbr the exercife of intelie£l. And in 
the few cafes in which it happens that any 
important difcuflion takes place in their 
prefepce, they are for the mod part con- 
fidered as having little interefl in ferious 
fobjeds. Strong truths, whenever fuch 
happen to be addrefled to them, are either 
diluted with flattery, or kept back in part, 
or foftcned to their tafte; or if the ladies 
exprefs a wiih for information on any 
point, they are put off with a compliment. 

Vol. iz. s inftead 
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inftead oC a reafon. They are rcmi|idec[ 
of their beauty tvhen they are feeking to 
inform their under (landing, and are con* 
fidered as beings who muft be contented 
to behold every thing through a falfe. me- 
dium, aud who are not expected to fee and 
to judge of things as they really exift.. ^ 
Do we then wiflx to fee xh^ ladii^s, whofe 
.want of opportunities leaves them fo income 
petent on many points^ and the modefty pf 
whpfe fex ought never to allow them^evqti 
to be as fliining as they; are. able j — do wc 
wifh to fee them take the lead in metaphy- 
fical difquHitions ? Dp.we. wi{h thewi to 
plunge into the depths [o/.theobgical po; 
lemics^ , 

And find nb end in wandering mazes loft ? 

Do we wifli them to revive the animofities 
of the Bangorian controverfy, or to decide 
the procefs between the Jefuits and the 
five propofitions of Janfenius ? Do we wifti 
to enthrone them in the profeflbr's chsir, 
to deliver oracles, harangues^ and diflerta- 

tions? 
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tioins? to weigh the merits of every new 
produdion in the fcales of Quintilian, or 
to Tegulate the unities of dramatic com- 
poiitbn by Arijiotle^s clock ? Or, renoun- 
cing diofe foreign aids, do we defire to be« 
hold them vain of a nacive independence 
of foul, inflated with their original powers, 
labouring to ftrike out fparks of wit, with 
a reftlefs anxiety to ihine, which generally 
£iils, and with an anxious affedation to 
pleafe, which never pleafes ? 

DiTeurs de boas mots^ fades caradteres ! 

'All this be far from them ! — But we do 
wiih to fee the converfetion of well-bred 
women refcued from vapid common place, 
from uninterefting tattle, from trite and 
hackneyed communications, from frivolous 
eameftnefs, from falfe fenfibility, from a 
warm intereft about things of no moment, 
and an indifference to topics the moft im- 
portant } from a cold vanity, from the ill 
concealed overflowmgs of felf-love, ex- 
hibiting itfelf upder the fmiling maik of 
£ 2 an 



an engaging flattery^ and from all the £iC« 
tidcms ni2imers of artificial intercootfe^ 
We do vf'dtk to fee the time pafied inpoiiflied 
and intelligent fociety, coniidered among 
^e beneficial, as well as the pJeafanr por« 
mm& of oar eKiftence, and not coofigned 
ojvser, as it too frequently is, to pa-emeditatod 
trifiing, «^o ^empty dulne&, to ttrnnraning 
levity, to fyftematic nnppofitablenefs. het 
me not, however, be nxi&inderftood : it is 
not meant to prefcribe that iadies (hoiild 
afFeft to difcufs lofty fubjefts, fo much as 
to fuggeft that they fhould bring good fenfe, 
limplicity, precifion, and trurfi, to the dif- 
cuffion eyf thofe common fubje^fSt^of^hidli, 
8(fter all, both the buftnrfrSnd the conver- 
fation of mankind mud; be in a great mea- 
fure made up. 

It is too well known how much the 
dread of imputed pedantry keeps off eveiy 
thing that verges towards /^^^rw^rf, and ^e 
terror of imputed enthufiafm frightens 
away .any thing that approaches to ferhw 
converfation ; fo fhat the t<wo topics whidi 

peculiarly 
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peculiarly diftinguifli us, as rational a&d 
immortal beings, are by general coi^ei»; 
in a good degree baniihed from the fociety 
of ratkmal and immortal creatures. Bitt 
we might almoft as confidently give up 
the' comforts of fire becaufe ^ few petfood 
have been burnt, and the benefit of water 
becaule iboie others have been drowned, 
as rdinqoifii the enjoyments of rntelleflaal, 
and the blei&ngs of reHgk)us intercourfe, 
becaufe the learned world has fometimes 
been infefted with pedants, and the religious 
world with fanatics* 

As in the momentous times in which 
we live it is next to impofTihle to pals an 
evening in company but the talk will lo 
inevitably revert to politics, that, without 
any premeditated defign, every one prefent 
ihall infallibly be able to find out to which 
lide the other inclines ; why, in the far 
higher concern of eternal things, fliould we 
fo carefully Ihun every offered opportunity 
of bearing even a cafual teftimony to the 
part we efpoufe in rehgion ? Why, while 
E 3 we 



54 'CONVE|lSATIO>r. 

we make It a fort of point of confcience to 
leave no doubt on the mind of a ftranger, 
whether we adopt the party of Pitt or Fox^ 
fhall we chufe to leave it very problema- 
tical whether we belong to God or Baal ? 
Why, in religion, as well as in politics,' 
ihould we not aft like people who, havuig 
their all at ftake, cannot forbear now and 
then adverting for a moment to the objeft 
of their grand concern, and dropping, at 
lead, an incidental intimation of the fide 
to which they belong ? 

Even the news of the day, in fuch arf 
eventful period as the prefent, may lend 
frequent occafions to a woman of principle, 
to declare, without parade, her faith in a 
moral Governor of the world j her truft in 
a particular Providence ; her belief in the 
Divine Omnipotence ; her confidence in the 
power of God, in educing good from evil, 
in his employing wicked nations, not as fa- 
vourites but inftruments; her perfuafion 
that prefent fuccefs is no proof of the Divin? 

fgivourj 
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favour; in (hort, fome intimation that (he Is 
not aihamed to declare that her mind is 
under the influence of Chriftian faith : that 
fte is fteadily governed by an unalterable 
principle, of which no authority Is too great 
to make her afhamed, which no occafion 
is too trivial to call into exercife. A general 
concurrence in habitually exhibiting this 
fpirit of decided faith and holy truft, would 
inconceivably iiifcourage that pert and 
\fakeful infidelity which Is ever on the 
watch to produce Itfelf : and, as we have 
already obferved, if women, who derive 
authority from their rank or talents, did 
but refleft how their fentlments are re- 
peated, and how their authority is quoted, 
they would be fo on their guard, that 
general fociety might become a fcene of 
profitable communication and common im- 
provement J and the young, who are look- 
ing for models on which to fafhion them-p 
felves, would become afhamed and afraid 
of exhibiting any thing like levity, or fcep-i 
udfm, or prophanenefs, 

E4 htt 
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Let it be underftood, ths^t it i$ not meai^t 
to intimate that ferious fubjeds ftiovddt 
make up che bulk of converfation ; thia, n 
It is impoilible^ would alfo often be impror . 
per. It is not intended to fuggeft that they 
jboukl be abruptly introduced, or nnfiiitablj 
prolonged ; but only that they &ould not 
be fyftematically fhunned, nor the bfxnd of 
fanaticifm be fixed on the perfon who» vntl^ 
whatever propriety, hazards the introduftiott 
of fuch fubjeds. It is evident, howeverj, 
that this general dread of ferious topic$ 
arifes a good deal from an ignorance of the 
true nature of Chriftianity ; people avoid it 
on the principle exprcffed by the vulgar 
phrafe of the danger of playing with edge 
tools^ They conceive of religion as fomct- 
thing which involves controverfy, and dif* 
pute J fomething either melancholy or mit 
chievous; fomething of an inflammatory 
nature, which is to (Ihr up ill bumoprs and 
hatred ;.. they con£der it as a queftion 
which has two iides ; as of a fort of party^^ 
bufinefs which fets friends at variance. So; 

much 



IHUck is this notion adopted, that I have 
feen announced two works of confiderable 
meiity in which k was fiipulated as an at* 
traction, that the fubjed of religion^ as 
bem^ likely to excite anger and party- 
diftin&knu, fhould be carefully exctuded*^ 
Such is the worldly idea of the fpirit of that 
rcHgton, whofe direft objeft it was to bring 
*' peace and good will to men 1** 

Wom)en too little live or converfe up to 
the ftandard of their underftandings j and» 
however we have deprecated affeftation or 
pedantry, let it be remembered, that both in 
reading and converfing, the underftanding 
gsdna more by ftretching than (looping. If 
hy exerting itfelf it may not attain to all it 
defires, yet it will be fure to gain fomething. 
The mind, by always applying itfelf to ob- 
jcfts below its level, contracts its dimen- 
iions, and fhrinks itfelf to the fize, and 
lowers itfelf to the level, of the objefl: 
about which it is converfant : while the 
underftanding which is aclive and afpiring 
fxpands and raifes itfelf, grows fironger by 

exercife. 
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exercife, larger by diffufion, and richer by . 
communication. 

But the tafte of general fociety is not 
favourable to improvement. The feriouC 
nefs with which the moft frivolous fubjefta 
are agitated, and the levity with which the 
moft ferious are difpatched, bear a pretty 
exaft proportion to each other. Society too 
is a fort of magic lanthorn ; the fcene is per^ 
petually fliifting. In this inceflant change 
we muft 

Catch, ere flic fall, the Cynthia of the minute 5—. 

and the fafhion of the prefent minute, evan« 
efcent probably like its rapid precurfors, 
while in many it leads to the cultivation of 
real knowledge, has alfo not unfrequently 
led even the gay and idle to the affeSation 
of mixing a fprinkling of fcience with the 
mafs of diflipation. The ambition of ap- 
pearing to be well-informed breaks out even 
in thofe triflers who will not fpare time 
from their pleafurable purfuits fufficient for 
acquiring that knowledge, of which, how< 

ever. 
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erer, the reputation is fo defirable. A little 
fmattering of philofophy often dignifies the 
purfuits of their day, without refcuing 
them from the vanities of the night. A 
courfe of leftures (that admirable affiftant 
for enlightening the underftanding) is not 
feldom reforted to as a means to fubftitute 
the appearance of knowledge for the fa- 
dgue of application. But where this valu- 
able help is attended merely like any other 
public exhibition, as a fafhionable purfult, 
and is not furthered by cortefpondent 
reading at home, it often ferves to fet off 
the reality of ignorance with the aflFeftation 
of (kill. But inftead of producing in con- 
verfation a few reigning fcientific terms, 
with a familiarity and readinefs, which 

Amaze the unlearn'dy and make the learned fmile, 

would it not be more modefl: even for 
thofe who are better informed, to avoid 
the common ufe of technical terms when- 
ever the idea can be as well conveyed with- 
out them? For it argues no real ability to 

know 
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know the naines of took 5. the ability Iies^ la 
knowing their u/c : and while it is ia the 
thing, and not in the term, that real know- 
ledge confifts, .the charge of pedantry i^ 
attached to the ufe of the term, which. 
Would not attach to the knowledge of the 
fcience. 

In the faculty of fpeaking well, ladkft 
have fuch a happy promptitude of turning 
their llender advantages to account, that 
there are many who, though they have 
never been taught a rule of fyntax, yet, 
by a quick facility in profiting from thq 
befl books and the beft company, hardly 
ever violate one j and who often c:s:hibit 
an elegant and perfpicuous arrangement 
of ftyle, without having ftudied any of the 
laws of compofition- Every kind of know- 
ledge which appears to be the refult of ob-r 
fervation, refle£lion, and natural tafte, fits; 
gracefully on women. Yet on the other 
hand it fometimes happens, that ladies of 
no contemptible natural parts are too ready 
to produce, not only pedantic expreffions,^ 

but 
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hst crude and unfounded notions; and 
ftill <^eBer to .t^rktg forward obvious and 
bauckaeyed remarks, which float on the 
very fiit&ce of a fubjeft, with the impofing 
air of ceci^nt inveniiaii, and all the vanity 
of confciou3 difcovery. This is becaufe 
thoir acquiretiustits have not been worked 
imo dieir amkb by early inftrudioa ; what 
knowledge they have gotten ilands out, as 
It vcrc aibo^e Ae very furfacie of their 
imiidSy like the appUqtieo of the embroider- 
cr» io&ead of baying been interwoven with 
the igrcywth of the piece, fo as to have be- 
eame a part, of the fluff. They did not, 
like men, acquire what they know while 
the texture was forming. Perhaps no 
better preventive could be devifed for 
this literary vanity, than early inftrudlion ; 
that woman would be lefs likely to be 
vwn of her knowledge who did not re* 
member the time when flie was ignorant. 
Knowledge that is burnt in^ if I may fo 
fpeak, is feldom obtrufive, rarely imper- 
tinent. 

Their 
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Their reading alfo ha8 probably confifted 
much in abridgments from larger works^ 
as was obferved in a former chapter ; this 
makes a readier talker, but a ihallower 
thinker, than the perufal of books of more 
bulk. By thefe fcanty flcetches, their 
critical fpirit has been excited, while their 
critical powers have not been formed ; fo* 
in thofe crippled mutilations^ they have feen 
nothing of that juft proportion of partsi 
that fkilful arrangement of the plan, and 
that artful diftribution of the fubjedi 
which, while they prove the mafter hand 
of the writer, ferve alfo to form the tafte 
of the reader, far more than a disjointed 
(keleton, or a beautiful feature or two, can 
do. The inftruQion of women is alfo too 
much drawn from the fcanty and penurious 
fources of fhort writings of the effay kind: 
this, when it comprifes the beft part of a 
perfon's reading, makes a fmatterer and 
fpoils a fcholar; for though it fupplies 
current talk, yet it does not make a full 
mind ; it does not furnifh a ftorehoufe c^f 
materials to flock the underftanding, nei- 
ther 
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ther does it accuAom the tfiind to any 
trains of Tefledtion: for the fubj^s, befides 
bdng each fuccin£lly, and, on account of 
this brevity, fuperficially treated, are dif- 
tind and dlTcpnneded : they arife out of 
no concatenation of ideas, nor any depend- 
ent feries of deduftion. Yet on this plea- 
fant but defultory reading, the mind which 
has not been trained to feverer exercife^ 
loves ta repofe itfelf in a fort of creditable 
jndolenqe, inAead of ft retching its energies 
in the wholcfoaie labour of confecutivc in- 
veftigation*. 

I am not difcouraging ftudy at a late 
period of life, or even cenfuring flender 
knowledge; information is good at what- 
ever period and in whatever degree it be 

♦ The writer cannot be fuppofed defiroiis of depre- 
ciating the value of tliofe many beautiful periodical 
eflays which adorn our language. But, perhaps, it 
might be better to regale the mind with them fingly, 
at different time^t than to read, at the fame fitting, a 
multitude of (hort pieces on dilTimilaf and uncon>- 
neded topics, by way of geit'mg through the book. .^ . 

acquired. 
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acquired. But in fuch <:ares it ihould be 
attended with peculiar humility: and tbe 
new pofieflbr (hould bear in tnihd^ that 
what is frefli to ber has been long known 
to others; and (he fiiould therdbre be 
aware of advancing as novel that whieii is 
common, and obtruding as rare that whidi 
erery body poffefles. Some ladies arc 
eager to exhibit proofs <5f their reakling, 
though at the expence of th«r judgment^ 
and will introduce in converfation quota- 
tions quite irrelevant to the matter in hand^ 
becaufe they happen at the inftant torecurta 
their recolieftion, or were, perhaps, foand 
in the book they have juil been reacfing^ 
Unappropriate quotations or (trained ana- 
logy may (hew reading, b»t they do not 
{hew tafte. That juft and happy allufion 
which knows by a word how to awakqi a 
correfponding image, or to excite in the 
hearer the idea which fills the mind of ^thc 
ipcaker, (hews lefs pedantry and more tafte 
than bare citations; and a mind imbued 
with elegant knowledge will inevitably be- 
4 tray 
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tray tlie opulence of its refources, e\^en oti 
topics which do not relate to fcicnce or Ihe- 
rature. It is the union of parts and acquire- 
ments, of fpirit and thodefty, which pro- 
duces the indefinable charm of converfa- 
tion. Well-mfotmed pisrfons will eafily be 
difcovered to have read the beft books, 
though they are not always detailing lifts of 
authors j for a mufter roll of niames may 
be learnt from the catalogue as well as 
from the library. Though honey owes its 
exquifite tafte to the fragrance of the 
fweeteft flowers, yet the fldll of the little 
artificer appears in this, that the delicious 
ftores are fo admirably worked up, and 
there is fuch a due proportion obferved in 
mixing them, that the perfeftion pf the 
whole confifts in its not tafting individually 
of the rofe, the jeflamine, the carnation, 
or any of thofe fweets of the very effence 
of all which it U compounded. But true 
judgment will difcover the infufion which 
true modefty will not difplay; and even 
common fubjefts paiEng through a culti- 
voL, II. F vated 
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yated underftandlijig, borrow ^ Jiayour of its 
richnefs. A pQ;Wer of apt feleftion is more 
valuable than gny power of general reten- 
tion ; and an appofite jrepjark, which flioQts 
ftraight to the poinjt, demands ^ hj|ghe): 
capacity pf mind than an hui^dred fimpk 
a£t$ of iftemory; fgr the bufinefs of thp 
memory is only to (lore up materials which 
the underftan^ding is tp jnjx and ^yprlj: up 
with its native faculties^ and ^hicb ttip 
judgment is to bring out and apply, i^ut 
young women who have mof e vivacity (1^^ 
i/snfe, and more vanity than vivacity, 6!l^ 
rife the charge of abfurcjity to lefcape ^i?^ .of 
ignorance, and will eycn compare f,vi;9 
authors who are tptaJly unlil^e, ^atl^er jtb^ 
mifs the occafion to fhew th^t they hi^vp 
read both. 

Among the arts to fppil cpnyq-j^tio^ 
feme ladies poffefs that of fuddenly diverting 
it from the channel in which it wgs bgne- 
ficiaUy flowing, becaufe fome w(ird ufed 
by the perfpn wh9 was fpeaking h^ accir 
dentally ftrucU oijl: a piew train of tjjifll^ng 

in 



iti that cmti failttds, and ftot bTecaufa tft'e 
'^ISasM l^ea fexptiefled has fti-dck out a 
totl:d|)dtodfHg iitea, which iPbtt of colliifioh 
h fedfeied *fe wAy of eliciting the tfute fire* 
TdUttf Iftdlfe^ tsrhore fprightlinefe has ilot 
teeen difctplihi^ by a correA education, 
td6fid^ !i6# things may be prettily fatd^ 
f«h» than how they may be jJiUdfently bi 
feafonably fpoken; and willingly hazard 
Wibg thtiUght wrong, or rafh, or vaih^ for 
th^ chiatA^d df being i-eckofied pleafant. The 
ghiM3 of thfetoric captirate them more thail 
thfe jafteft deduflions of teafon ; when thfey 
have ho itms they ufe flowers^ and to 
Wpfel ati afgumehtj they arm themfelves 
with a ftieialphor. Thofe ajfo who do not 
attii fo high as eloquence, are often fur- 
ptized that you fefufe to accept of a pre- 
jatlice inftead of a reafon ; they are apt to 
take up with a probability ihftead of ji 
46va6Aftration, and cheaply put you off 
with an affcrtlon, when you ate requiring a 
proof. The mode of education which ren- 
ders them light in affumption, and fupet- 
F a ficial 
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ficial in reafoning, renders them atfo im« 
patient of oppofition j and if they happen 
to poffefs beauty, and to be vain of it, they 
may be tempted to confider that this is an 
additional proof of their being always in 
the right. In this cafe, they will not afk 
you to fubmit your judgment to the force 
of their argument, fo much as to the au- 
thority of their charms. 

The fame fault in the mind, flrengthened 
by the fame error, (a neglefted education,) 
leads lively women often to pronounce 
on a queftion without examining it: 
on any given point they feldomer dotibt 
than men; not becaufe they are more 
clear-fighted, but becaufe they have not 
been accuftomed to look into a fubje£t 
long enough to difcover its depths and 
its intricacies ; and not difcerning its 
difficulties, they conclude that it has none. . 
Is it a contradidlion to fay that they feem 
at once to be quick-fighted and fliort- 
fighted ? What they fee at all, they com- 
monly fee at once; a little difficulty dif- 

courages . 
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courages them ; and, having caught a 
hafty glimpfe of a fubjeft, they rufh to this 
conclufioHj that either there is no more 
to be feen, or that what is behind will not 
pay them for the trouble of fearching. 
They purfue their objeft eagerly, but not 
regularly ; rapidly, but not pertinaceoufly ; 
for they want that obftinate patience of 
inveftigation which grows ftouter by repulfe. 
What they have not attained, they do not 
beUeve ex?fts; what they cannot feize at 
once, they perfuade themfelves is not worth 
having. 

Is a fubjefl: of moment ftarted in com- 
pany ? While the more fagacious are de* 
liberating on its difficulties, and viewing it- 
under all its afpefts, in order to form a 
competent judgment before they decide j 
you will often find the moft fuperficial wor 
man prefent determine the matter, without 
hefitation. Not feeing the perplexities 
in which the queftion is involved, flie won- 
ders at the want of penetration in the man 
whofe very penetration keeps him filent. 
F 3 She 
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She fecretly defpifes the dull percept-ion 
ai^4: Qq^ decifioi^ of him whp i^ patjently, 
^if^^yifig ^h^ ^^^^ wjiich flip fanjcies fhe ei^r 
hibits. mor^. dexterity by cutting* By this 
(hallow, fptighiliqefs, of whlch-vs^nity is com- 
ippnly. the rafiical principle,, the moib igno^ 
r^t perfpn in the compapy, l^(is the con- 
Vj^rfatioi)!. whi}^ he whofe opinion wfts.bdl 
i^orth haying i$ difcQuraged from delivqrii)g 
it» and* an important fubje^ is 4ifmiire4' 
withcutdifcuffipn, by incpnfequent flipp#mcy:* 
and( voluble r^(hnef^« It is thi^ abund^cfi^ 
of florid talk, from fuperficial matter, .which. 
has brought on fo many pf the fex» the 
charge of inverting the Apoftle's prej:epti^ 
and beingy^//? to fpeak^JlQw tp hear* 

If the great Romap Orator coi^ld: ob?-. 
fcryc, that filence was fo iippprtapt a.:.p.art: 
of converfation, that *^ there w^.npt only/ 
^^ an art but an eloquence in it/'how.pecur.. 
liar ly. does. the remark apply to the modefty. 
of youthful females! But the filence of lift*, 
lefs and v,apid ignorance, and the animated: 
fileoce of. fparfclirfg intclligenfCii aretwa^ 

things 



Aings almoft ais^ obvjbuffy dilHhQ:, as the 
wfdohi' aria thd foliy of the fdngfife. AtJ 
inWolable an($ marked* att^titidrtt may ffifev? 
riWt a^^bihkil i^ pleafcd witti a fulije^, ahtf 
•^"iHllr« Wkt^d' d6iiftteiian<5e may ^'i^e thai? 
ffei'Ufidferftahdg il, alindft aS uiife^^^caliy' 
a^! latgtiag^ itfelf cbiiW do; aha^tW?/ i^h' 
a: mbd"€Sft qUfeftibhj' \#hifcli' indibites at oilfce 
i^f loital' cUribfity afid ' b A56thiilg^^ diffidiffttre? 
is* ih iti»iy diFes as^feTg^^^a-fliai^'of the ebfii^ . 
^l-fsftldii as it is deooWus fbr fettiifalnfe' de- 
licatJf to take. It is alFo as'^ flatferiitg ati^ 
^courageihgfit as' mfeii of ferire afnd-jiyiite-' 
nefs requircifor pfirfuiiigureful tbpifcsfiii thci^ 
ffe-felfehce of wo'ttfeil,* which they would be 
ifibrtf <fi4k)IHd'to-dd;- did tK^ oftefner'g^iti^ 
by it the attention^ wliith it iV natiiral to- 
\^(h to ^xfci te ; arid did womefi th'einfelvi^' 
diftfbverr that defire of improvement WhicIT 
lib^Ial-mihded meri'are pHefafcd' with Goiii* 
municating. 

Yet do we not fdrfittifnes fee an itfipa- 
tienee to be heard (ndi* is it zjhminitie fail- 
ir<g<)nlf) which' good^breedihg caiS fcarceljr^ 
y 4 fi)bdue ? 
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fubdue ? And even when thefe incorrigible 
talkers are compellefl to be quiet, . i^ it nQ( 
evident that they are not filent becaiifp 
they are liftening to what is faid, but bcr. 
caufe they are thinking of what they them-r 
felyes fhall fay when th^y 4:an feize the fir^. 
lucky interval for which they are fo narrovi^lf. 
watcjiing? The very turn of their county-, 
nance betrays that they do not tafec thfi' 
flighteft degree of intereft in any thing tbat: 
is faid by others, except with a view to lie 
in wait for any little chafm in the difcourfe^^. 
on which they may lay hold, and giye vent 
to their own overflowing vanity. 

But converfation muft not be confid^ed 
as a ftage for the difplay of our talents, fp 
ipych as a field for the pxercife and im- 
provement of our virtues ; as a means for 
prompting the glory of our Creator, ;5tfid 
the good and happinefs of our fellow-crcar 
tures. Well-bred and intelligent Chriftianij. 
are not, when they join in fociety, to con- 
fider themfelves as entering the lifts like 
jntelledu^J prize-fighters, in order tp exhi- 
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bit their own vigour and dexterity, to difi 
comfit their adverfafy, and to bear away: 
t|ie palm of victory. Truth and not triumjdi 
fliould be the invariable objeft ; and there 
are few occafions in life, in which we are; 
more unremittingly called upon to watxrh 
ourfelves narrowly, and to refift the af*^* 
feult3.of vwous temptations, than incon-rj 
verfation* Vanity, jealoufy, envy, mifr 
reprefentation, refentment, difdain, levity,, 
impatience, infmcerity, and pride, will in 
turn fplicit to be gratified. Co^ftantly to 
ftruggle againft the defire of being thought 
more wife, more witty, and more knowing,, 
than thofe with whom we aSbciate, demands 
the inceffaat exertion of Chriftian vigilance ;. 
a vigilance which the generality are far 
from fufpefting to be at all neceffary in the 
intercpurfe of common fociety. On the. 
contrary, cheerful converfation is rather, 
confidered as an exemptio^ ^nd releafe 
from watchfulnefs, than as an additional 
obligation to it. But a circumfpedt foldier 
of Chrift will never be off his poft j even 

when 



when he-fe H6C called fo public cdnib&lUf- 
the open aflattlts erf hh great fplritilal' em^ 
TAyi, benfuft ftill be aairij^ as a deatihrii:^ 
for th^ dangers of an ordinary Ghiiftiailt 
will arife mbre from thefe- litdfe' (kirittifli»F 
uriifch' aite daily happening ill' thdWarfbrff 
of humaii life, than from thbfe pl!fch»* 
battles which motie rarely occur, and fot* 
which he* wiir probably ttiirife it fuffitifeittr 
to be armed, s, • 

Biit fociety, as" was obferved before^ fei 
ilbt a ftagefort which to throw" dbwn 6ttt* 
gauntlet', arid prove our own pfbwefr by* 
the number' oP falls we give to our adVcjJP 
lar^; fo far' from it, true gbodibrfeedJng ai^ 
\fr6*I-as Chriftitoity, coiifiderfir aV ati ifidift* 
ptenfable requlfite for converfatSoh^- the dif*-* 
pofltion to bring forward tb notice any tafeflt^ 
in others, which their owti modefty^ o#' 
confcibus inferiority, would lead theWi tb' 
keep back. To do this with efFeft r6-* 
quires a penistratjon exercifed to difeerfl^ 
merit, and a generous candour Which de*' 
lights in drawing it out. Thlere ate thW 

who 



who cannot comiteife tolerably on- foitite one 
topic ^ wJiad thair i$^ we fhould- tiy tb> difco^ 
ver, and in. general introduce that topic, 
thou^ to the' fuppreffion of> any e^e^ on^ 
which we ourfelves are fuppofed> to excel: ' 
and however fuperioi' we may be in orfter 
refpefts to the perfong in quefKon^ we may^ • 
perhaps, in that particular point, improve ' 
by them; or if we do not g?iih^ inforcia* 
tion, we (hall at leaft gain a^wholfefome ex- 
ercife to our humility and- felAdfenial'; \x^' 
Ihallbe reftraining our own impetiiofity; 
we (hall, if we take this oourfe on juft oc- 
cafions only, and fo a» to beware left we 
gratify the vanity of others j be giving con* 
fidencc: to^a doubting^ or cheerfulnefs to^a- 
depreffed fpirit. And to place a* juft re*^^ 
mark, hazarded by the diffident, in the 
moft advantageous point of view ; to call' 
the attention of the inattentive^ the* for- 
ward, and'the felf-fufficient, to theunob^ 
trufive merit of fome quiet perfon in the* 
company, who, though of much worth, 
is perhap$^ of little notej thefe are reqm^ 

fites 
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fites for coayerfation, lefs brilliant, but fiur 
more valuable, than the power of exciting 
burfts of laughter by the brighteft wit, or 
of extorting admiration by the moft poig- 
n^fit fallies of ridicule. 

Wit .^, of all the qualities of the female 
xnind, that which requires the fevered 
caftigatioji ; yet the temperate exercife of 
this fafcinating quality throws an additional 
luftre round the chara6ler of an amiable 
woman; for to manage with difcrect 
modefty a dangerous talent, confers a 
higher praife than can be claimed by thofe 
from whom the abfence of the talent re» 
moves the tejnptation to mifemploy it. To 
women, wit is a peculiarly perilous poffef-^ 
lion, which nothing fhort of Ae fober-? 
mindednefs of religion can keep in fub-^ 
jeftion ; and perhaps there is fcarcely any 
one order of human beings that requires 
the powerful curb of Chriftian controF 
more than women whofe genius has this 
tendency. Intemperate wit craves admira- 
tion as its naturxil aliment ; it lives on flat- 
tery 
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tiry as its daily bread. The ptofeflfed wit 
is a hungry beggar, fubfifting on the ex- 
torted alms of perpetual panegyric ; and like 
the vulture in the Grecian fable, the appe- 
tite increafes by indulgence. Simple truth 
and fober approbation become taftelefs and 
mfipid to the palate daily vitiated by the 
delicious poignancies of exaggerated com- 
mendation. Under the above reftriftioiis, 
however, wit may ^e fafely and pleafantly 
cxef cifed ; for chajitfsd wit is an elegant and 
well-bred, and not unfeminine quality. But 
humouTj efpecially if it degenerate into imi- 
tation, or mimicry, is very fparingly to be 
ventured on ; for it is fo difficult totally to 
detach it from the fufpicion of buffoonery, 
that a woman will be likely to lofe more of 
that delicacy which is her appropriate grace, 
and without which every other quality lofes 
its charm, than fhe will gain in another way 
in the eyes of the judicious, by the mod* 
fuccefsful difplay of humour. 

A woman of genius, if Ihe have true 
humility, will not defpife thofe lefTer arts 

which 



yS CONVERSATION. 

which (tee fljay not happen to poffefs^ ewrt 
though (be be fometimes put to the trial 
of having her fuperior mental endowments 
overlooked, while fhe is held cheap iaft 
being deftitute of fome more ordinary ac- 
compiiflunent. Though the rebuke of 
Themiftocles * was juft to one who thought 
that fo great a general and politician (hould 
employ his time like an effeminate Lutinift) 
yet he would probably have made a dif^ 
ferent anfwer if he had happened to under* 
ftand mufic* 

If it be true that fome women are tM 
apt to afied brilliancy and difplay in thdt 
own difcourfe, and to undervalue the 
more humble pretenfions of lefs Ihowy 
charafters ; it muft be confeffed alfo, that 
fome of more ordinary abilities are now 
and then guilty of the oppofite error, sakl 
fbolifhly affed to value themfelves on not 
making ufe of the underftanding they really 
poflefs; and afied to be thought even 

' * " Can you play on the lute ?" faid a cerf&m 
Athenian to Themiftocles. " No/* replied he, " Imt 
*< I caa make a little village a great city.'* 

more 
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more /]% jtbw tjbey are. They exhibit 
x^ jGa^all l^isfacUoii in ridiculiiig women of 
Jjigj[i iftte^diuaj ^ndcwmenrs, \yhile tjjiejr 
expjl^ip wi4^ much aSb£jted humility, ajQ4 
fifjicjl^ rea) fipvy, that " they are thankful 
<« fbey ^c not geniufe$/' Now* thpugh 
5ye are gl^ to hear gratitude e^prieffed on 
a»y picc^fip^, y^t the waflit pf fcnfp is npally 
j^p liich g^eat mercy to be thankful for; 
and jit W0UI4 jnciicafe a better fpirit, w^r^ 
they to pray to be enabled to make ^ 
right' u£e of the n^pderate undei-ftan^ing 
•M^y I^^^fS) th^^ to expose with a top 
.iri^ble ple^f^re th^ imagi^j^ry or real d^- 
fe^ of ^beir mpre fiiinrng acqviaimwcet. 
Wpfi}^ of t^ bpghteft fi^cuhies Ihpuld not 
only *^ be;jr thpf(? faculties meekly,'^ but 
(houl4 cpufider it ^s no derogation, cheet- 
fuUy to fijlfil thpfe huiubler offices which 
roak? PP th? l^ufinefs and the duties of cpm- 
mp9 life, whila they fhpuld always takeintp 
thf aiccount the nobler exertions as well as 
A? higher rqfppnfibility attached to higher 
gifts* Ii) th^ Ri^an time women of lower 
7 attain- 
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attainments fhould exert to the utmofl: fucli 
abilities as Providence has afligned them ; 
and while they fhould not deride excellen- 
cies which are above their reach, they ihould 
not defpond at an inferiority which did not 
depend on themfelves ; nor, becaufe God 
has denied them ten talents, fhould they 
forget that they are equally refponfible fofr 
the one he has allotted them, but fet about 
devoting that one with humble diligence to 
the glory of the Giver. 

Vanity, however, is not the monopoly 
of talents. Let not a young lady, there- 
fore, fancy that fhe is humble, merely 
becaufe fhe is not ingenious, or confider 
the abfence of talents as the criterion of 
worth. Humility is not the exclufive pri- 
vilege of dulnefs. Folly is as conceited 
as wit, and ignorance many a time outflrips 
knowledge in the race of vanity. Equally 
earneft competitions fpring from caufes lefs 
worthy to excite them than wit and genhis. 
Vanity infmuates itfelf into the female 
heart under a variety of unfufpefted forms, 

and 
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and IS on the watch to enter it by feizing 
on many a little pafs which was not 
thought worth guarding. 

Who has not feen as reftlefs emotion 
agitate the features of an anxious matron, 
while peace and feme hung trembling in 
doubtful fufpence on the fuccefs of a foup 
or a fauce, on which fentence was about 
to be pronounced by fome confummate 
critic, as could have been excited by any 
competition for literary renown, or any 
ftruggle for contefted wit? Anxiety for. 
feme is by no means meafured by the real 
value of the objeft purfued, but by the 
degree of eftimation in which it is held by ' 
the purfuen Nor T^as the illuftrious hero 
of Greece more effeftually hindered from 
llceping by the trophies of Miltiades, than 
many a modifli damfel by the eclipfing fu- 
pcriority of fome newer decoration exhi- 
bited by her more fuccefsful friend. 

There is another fpedesof vanity in fonie 
women which difguifes itfelf under the thin ' 
veil of an a&fted humility ; they will ac- 

VOL. II. a cufis 
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cufe themfelves of fome fault from w|iu;Ii^ 
they arc remarkably exempt, and lament 
the want of fome talents which they are ra* 
ther notorious for poflefling.- Npw though 
the wifell are commonly the moft humbly ; 
and thofe who are freed from . faults are 
i^oft forward in <:onfe(Iing errpr ; yet the 
practice we ^re cenfuring is not only ^ 
clumfy trap for pr^ife, but there is a difinr 
genuous intentipn, by renQuncwg ^ qu^Uy 
they eminently poffefs, to g2un gr^dit for 
others in which they are really defipeJrt. 
AW aOe^ation involves a fp^cies gf dcc^. 
Th^ Apoftle when, be ^njoiiia,.'^ not tp think 
" of Qurfelves mor^ highly than we pught,'*^: 
does not exhpri; u^ to think folf^fy of our-- 
fqlv^s, but tp think " fob^rly j'' and it fe, 
worth obferving that in this, injunftioa 
hq do^s not ufQ th^ woxdi/^c/^, b^t tbi^% 
inferring ppQihly, that it would be ij^px 
to /peak littk of Qwfelvqi or not at aU; for. 
it iji fp.far frQsji being an un^wivpcal proof 
of wr humility tP talk evan pf our d^fe4U> 
tfi^W while vc; mak^ /^^ the fubjeft, >*-: 



\srhatevcr way, felf-love dontnves to be 
gratified, and "Will 'even be content that 
our feuks (hould be talked oF, rather 
than that we rtwHild n6t be talked of at 
alL Some Jlrt alfo attacked with fudl 
pro^ fits of humility, that while they 
are ready to accufe thienifelres of almofl: 
every fin in the lump, they yet take fire at 
the imputation of the flighteft individual 
fault 5 and inftantly enteir upoii their own 
vindication as warmly as if you, and hot 
themfelves, had brought forward the charge. 
The truth is, they ventured to condemn 
themfelves^ in the full confidence that yoii 
would contradia their felf-accufation ; the 
laft thing they ihtiended was that you fhould 
believe them, and they are never fo much 
piqued and difappomted as when they are 
taken at their word. 

Of the various fhapes and undefined 

forms into which vanity branches out in 

converfation, there is no end. Out of a 

refilefs defire to pleafe, grows the vain defire 

G a to 
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to aftonifh : for. from vanity^ as much as 
from credulity, arifes that ftrong love of the 
marvellous, with which the converfation 
of the ill-educated abounds. Hence that 
fbndnefs for dealing in narratives hardly 
within the compafs gf poffibility. Here 
vanity has many {hades of gratification; 
thofe fhades will be ftronger or weaker, 
whether the relater chance to have been 
an eye-witnefs of the wonder (he recounts, 
or whether (he claim only the feeond-hand 
renown of its having happened to her 
friend, or the ftill remoter celebrity of its 
having been witneffed only by her friend's 
friend : but even though that friend only 
knew the man, who remembered the 
woman, who converfed with the perfon,.' 
who aflually beheld the thing which is now 
caufing admiration in the company, ftiU 
fslfj though in a fainter degree, is brought 
into notice, and the relater contrives in 
fome circuitous and diftant way to be con- 
nefted with the wonder. 

To 
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To correft this propenfity " to elevate 
^ and furprife *,'* it would be well in mixed 
fociety to abftain altogether from hazard- 
ing ftories, which though they may not be 
abfolutely falfe, yet lying without the 
verge of probability, are apt to impeach 
the credit of the narrator; in whom the 
very confcioufnefs that fhe is not believed,- 
excites an increafed eagernefs to depart 
ftill farther from the fobernefs of truth, 
and induces a habit of vehement affevera- 
tion, which is too often called in to help 
out a queftionable poihtf. Or if the 
propenfity be irrefiftible, I would recom- ; 
mend to thofe perfons who are much ad- 
dicted to relate doubtful, or improbable^ or ' 

* The Rehearfal. 

f This 18 alfo a good rule m compofition. An. 
event, though it may aAually have happened, yet if 
ft be out of the reach of probability, or contrary to ■ 
the common courfe of nature, will feldom be chofcn 
as 9 fubjed by a writer of good tafte ; for he knowa • 
that a probable fidion, will intereft the feelings mor^ 
than an unlikely truth. Verifimilitude is indeed the 
port's truth, but the truth of the moralift is of a more 
ftufdy growth. 

G 3 won- 
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wonderful circumftances, to imitate the 
example of the two great naturalifts, 
Ariftotle and Boyle, who not being wilt 
ing to difcredit their works with incredible 
relations, threw all their improbabilities 
into a lump, under the general name of 
Strange Reports* May we not fufpeft 
.that, in fomc inftances, the chapter of, 
ftrange reports would be a bulky one ? - 

There is another fhape, and a very ^ 
formed fhape it i$, in which loquaiiou^ 
vanity (hews itlelf : I rpe^n the betraying.of 
confidence. Though the aft be tre^cb.e* 
rou8, yef, the fault, in the firft inftance^is 
not treachery, but vanity. It does not-f^ 
often fpring from the mifqbieyou^ ; defii^ of 
divulging a fecret, as from the pride of 
having been trufted with it. It is the fecret 
inclination of mixing y^^tvith whateyer is 
ipiportaut. The fecret would be of little 
value, if the revealing ittdid not fcrve to 
intimate «?e^r connexion with it; the |>teai- 
fure of i(s having been depofited with us 
would be nothing, if others may not know 

that 
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tliat It lias h6eii fo depdfited.*— When we 
cotititiue td fee the Variety of ferious evils 
which this ptibtiple itivtJlve^, fliall we per- 
fid ill affecting ths^t vatlity is a flender 
itiifchi^f? 

Therd is dfje bSfence ^omrhitted in ton- 
vfcrfation of much too feriou$ ^ nature to be 
ovfctiocked, ot to be animadvdfted oh ^ith^ 
dUt fortow and indfgtiation t I mean^ the 
habitual mi thoughtlefs profanenefs of thofe 
who ^f€( tepe^tedly invoking their M^ktf'$ 
tiamc oft ottafion^ the rtioft trivial. If 14 
©fFehfiVe itt ill its variety of afpeds ;-^it h 
very perfticious in its efe^s ;"-it is a grtyw* 
ing evil j-^thiE>fe who are ittioft guilty 6{ it, 
are from hitbit hafdly coftfclous when thfey 
do it ; tive not aware of the fin ; alid for 
both thefe f eafoiis, withoirf thfe admonitions 
of faithful fti^ifjdtbip^ jrfe Httle Hkdy to 
dlfcontiftu^ il*-^It i^ utterly iNExctJS Aitfe 5 
— it has fK)neof the priliafive^ of temptation 
Ipvhich othet vices f)left^j sifnd iti that fefpefl 
ftands diftittguiriied frdirt All Gffhefs both in 
i($ nature and d^gte^ of guilt.— Ukd iris^tiy 
G 4 other 
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Other fins, however, it Is at once caufe and 
effeft ; it proceeds from want of love and 
reverence to the bell of Beings and caufes 
the want of that love both in themfelv«8 
and others. Yet with all thofe aggravations, 
there is, perhaps, hardly any fin fo fre- 
quently committed, fo flightly cenfured, fo 
fcldom repented of, and fo little guarded 
againft. On the fcore of impropriety too, 
it is additionally ofienfive, as being utterly 
repugnant to female deUcacy, which often 
does not fee the turpitude of this fin, while 
it a£fe£ls to be fbocked at fwearing in a 
man. Now this fpecies of profanenefs is 
not only fwearing, but, perhaps, in fome re* 
fpeflis, fwearing of the word fort j as it h 
a dired breach of an exprels command, 
and offends againft the very letter of that 
law which fays in fo many words, thou 

SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE 

Lord thy God in- vain. It offends 
agsunft politenefs and good breeding ; for 
thofe who commit it, little think of the 
pain they are infliding on the fober mind, 

which 
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^hich IS deeply wounded when it hears 
th^ holy name it loves difhonoured ; and 
it is as contrary to good breeding to give 
pain, as it is to true piety to be profane. 
It is aftonifliing that the refined and 
elegant fhould not reprobate this praftice 
for its coarfenefs and vulgarity, as much 
as the pious abhor it for its finfulrtefs. , 

I would endeavour to give fome faint 
idea of the groflhefs of this offence, by 
an analogy, (oh! how inadequate!) with 
which the feeling heart, even though not 
feafoned with religion, may yet be touched. 
To fuch I would earneftly fay : — Suppofe 
you had fome beloved friend, — ^^to put the 
cafe ftill more ftrongly, a departed friend 
— a revered parent, perhaps, — whofc 
image never occurs without awaking ia 
your bofom fentiments of tender love and 
lively gratitude ; how would you feel if you 
h^ard this honoured name bandied about 
with unfeeling familiarity and indecent le* 
vity ; or at beft, thruft into every paufe of 
fpeech as a vulgar expletive? Does not 
your affeftionate heart recoil at the 

thought? 
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thought ? And yet the hallowed name of 
yotir trueft Benefeftor, your heaveftly 
Father, your belt Friend, to whorti you 
are indebted for dll yoii enjoy ; who gitei 
j6u thofe vei*y friends in whom you fo much 
delight, thofe very talents with wfiicfel 
you diflionouf him, thofe very organs tl 
fpeech with which you blafpheme hirri, it 
treated with an irreverence, a contempt^ a' 
«rantcnnefs, with which you daimot- beatf 
the very thought or mention of treating a 
ftuman friend. His name is impiotifly^ i^ 
unfeelingly, is ungratefully fingled(Jlit dd 
the objeft of decided iW^vereftce, of fyftem- 
iitic contempt, of tboughtlcfs levityi Hi< 
facred name is ufed irtdifcriminately to eA^ 
prefs anger, joy, grief, furptife, imj^tiedce ; 
^nd what is almoft ftill more unpardonable 
than all, it is wantonly ufed as a mere tin- 
meaning e^cpletive, which, being '^xdted 
hy no teinptation, cart have nothing tO"C±- 
tcnujtc It; which, crlufing no emotion, <iJul 
hiive nothing to recommend it, unfefs it ht 
tire pleafure of the iin* 

Among 
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Among the deep, but lefs obvious mif- 
chiefs of converlation, mifreprefentatwn. 
mud not be overlooked. Self-love b 
continually at work, to give to all we fay' 
abia^ in our. oWn favour. The counter- 
adlton of tbis fault flkould be fet about. 
in tht eatlieft ftages ( of education. If 
yQimg perions have not been difcouraged. 
in ih^ natural) but eril, ptopenfity to relat* 
every difpute they have had with others 
to their own advantage;, if they have 
not been tratined ta the bdurtden duty of 
doing juftice even, to thofe .with whom: 
they are at variance; if they have not 
been led to aim at a completre impartialifjp 
in their little narrativci, and inftrufted; 
never to t^e advantage of the abfence of- 
the other party, in order to mlkc.the ftory 
less to their own fide mori thamthe truth 
will admit ;. bow, ihail we im advanced life- 
look for GQrte;ft habits, for. unpffejiidiccdi: 
rcprefcntations^ for:fiddity^; accuracy, , afid ' 
uAbiaffed juftice?: ;. 

Yet, 
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Yet, how often in fociety, othenfrife 
refpeftable, are we pained with narrations 
in which prejudice warps, and felfJove 
blinds ! How often do we fee, that with*' 
holding part of a truth anfwers the woril' 
ends of a falfehoodJ How often regret 
the unfair turn giren tQ a caufe, by placing 
a fentiment in one point of view, which 
the fpeaker had ufed in another 1 the lettar 
of truth preferved where its fpirit is vio* 
]ated ! a fupetftitious exadnefs fcrupulotifly 
maintained in the underparts of a detail, in 
order to imprefs fuch an idea of integrity 
aa ftiall gain credit for tht tnifreprefenterj^ 
while he is ddignedly miftating the leading - 
principle. How may we obferve a new 
charafter given to a faftby adiflferent look» 
tone, or emphafis, which alters it as much 
as words could have done ! the falfe im^^ 
preflion of a fermc«i ccmveyed, when we 60 
not like the preacher, or when through- 
him we wiih to make religion itfelf ridici|t 
lous! the care to avoid literal yntruths^- 

while 
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while the mifchicf is better cffeded by the 
tin&ir quotatk>n of a paffage divefted of its 
context; the bringing together detached 
portions of a fubjeft, and making thofe 
parts ludicrous, when conneOed, which 
were ferious in their diftinft pofition ! the 
infidious ufe made of a fentiment by repre- 
fenting it as the opinion of him who had 
only brought it forward in order to expofc 
it ! the relating opinions which had merely 
been put hypothetically, as if they were 
the avowed principles of him we would 
difcredit! that fubtle falfehood which is 
fo made to incorporate with a certain 
quantity of truth, that the mod ikilful 
moral chemift cannot analyfe or leparate 
them! for a good miffeprefenter knows- 
that a fuccefsful lie mud have a certain 
infuiion of truth, or it will not go down. 
And this amalgamation is the teft of his 
ikill ; as too much truth would defeat the 
end of his mifchief j and too littk would, 
deftroy the belief of the hearer. All: 
that indefinable ambiguity and equivoca- 
tion J 
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tion ; all that prudent deceit, which i* 
rather implied than expr^fled ; thofe more 
delicate artifices of the fehool of Loyola 
and of C'hefterfield, which allow us wh«a 
we dare not deny a truth, yet fo to difguijfi^ 
and difcolour it, that the truth we reX^^ 
(hall not refeuible the truth we heardl 
Thefc and all the thoufand (hades of fimtt^ 
lation and difiimulation will be carefully 
guarded againft in the converfation of vif 
gilant Chriftians, 

Again, it is furprifing to inark the com^ 
men deviadons from ftri<Jl veracity which 
fpring, not from enmity to truth, not from 
intentional deceit, not from malevolence 
or envy, not from the leaft defign to injure j. 
but from mere levity, habitual inattention^ 
and a current notion that it is not worth 
while to be correct in fmail things. But 
her^ the dodrine of habits comes in witfe 
great force, and in that view no error is 
fmall. The cure of this difeafe in its more 
inveterate ftages being next to impo(5ble^ 
^ ^ itf 
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fts prev^tion ought to be one of th^ ear- 
fi^fl; objefts of educsitipn *• 

3Qme wom^n indulge tbemfelvcs in 
iharp raillery, unfeeling wit, and cutting 
&r<afms, from the confcioufnQfs, it is to 
be f#ar^d, that they are fecure from* the 
danger of being called to account ; this* 
Ktenfe of fpeech being encouraged by the 
yery circumftance which ought to fupw 
pref$ it- To be fevere, becaufe they caa 
be (o with impunity, is a moft ungenerouSi 
le^fon. It is taking a bafe and difaonour' 
s^le advantage of. their fcx, the \veaknefs> 
of which, indeed of tempting them to 
commie offences becaufe they can commit 
them with fafety, ought rather to make 
^em more fcrupuloufly careful to avoid 
iadifcretions for which no reparation can 
he demanded. What can be faid for 
thofe who carelefsly involve the injured* 
party in confequences from which they 

• Si?e ihc Chapter on ihc Ufc of Definiiions* 

know 
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know themfelves are exempted, and ^hofe 
very fenfe of their own fecurity leads them 
to be indifferent to the fecurity of othert ? 

The grievous fault of grofs and obvious 
detradion which infefts converfation, has 
been fo heavily and fo juftly condemned 
by divines and moralifts, that the fubjeft, 
copious as it is, is exhaufted. But there h 
an error of an oppolite complexion, which 
we have before noticed, and agauift which 
the peculiar temper of the times requires 
that young ladies of a better caft fliould be 
guarded. From the narrownefs of their, 
own fphere of obfervation^ they are fome- 
times addicted to accufe of uncharitable- 
nefs, that diftinguifliing judgment which, 
refulting from a found penetration and 
a zeal for truth, forbids perfons of a Very# 
correft. principle to be indifcriminately 
prodigal of commendation without in* 
quiry, and without diftinftion. There is 
an affectation of candour, >Yhich is almoft 
as raifchievous as calumny itfelf j nay, if it 

be 
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he l^fs injurious in its individual applica- 
tion, it is, perhaps, more alarming in its 
general t)rincipk, as it lays wafte the 
ilrong fences which feparate . good from 
evil. : They know, as a general principle, 
(though they fometimes calumniate,) that 
calumny h wrong j but they have not been 
told that. flattery is wrong alfo; andyouth^ 
being apt to fancy that the direft contrary 
to wfong muft neceflarily be right, are 
apt to * he driven into violent extremes^ 
The di'ead of being only fufpeftqd of one 
fault, makes them aftually guilty of the 
oppofite ; and to avoid the charge ^ of 
harflinefs or of envy^ they plunge into' jn^ 
fincerity and falfehood. In . this they are 
^ftuated either by an unfound judgment 
which does n^t fee what is right, or an 
unfound prineiple which prefers what i$ 
wrong*— Soqie alfo commend to c0nce9.ll 
envy; and others are companionate to m*, 
dulge fuperbrity« 

. In this age of high-minded indepeiidence,iL 

^hen our youth are apt to fet up for them^. 

VOL. II. H felvesi 
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felves, and every man is too much difpofed 
to be his own legiflator without looking to 
the eftabliflied law of the land as his ftand^ 
ard ; and to fet up for his own divine, 
without looking to the revealed will of God 
as his rule — by a candour equally vicioua 
with our vanity, we are alfo complaifantly 
led to give the latitude we take : and it is 
become too frequent a praftice in our 
tolerating young ladies, when fpeaking of 
their more erring and mifled acquaintance, 
to offer for them this flimfy vindication, 
« that what they do is right if it appear 
« right to them:** — " if they fee the 
*^ thing in that light, and a£k up to it 
•* with fmcerify, they cannot be materi- 
" ally wrong/' But the ftandard of truth, 
juftice, and religion, muft neither be ele^ 
▼ated nor depreffed, in order to accpmmd^ 
date it to aftual circumftaftces ; it muft 
never be lowered to palliate error, to 
juftify folly, or to vindicate vice. Good^ 
natured young- people often fpeak fevour* 
aWy of un^iir^rthy, or extravagaaUy of comt*' 
.-'^ inott 
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mon chambers, from one of thefe motives j 
either their own views of excellence are 
low> or they fpeak refpeftfully of the un- 
deferving, to purchafe for themfelves the 
reputation of tendernefs and ' generofity ; 
or they lavib unfparing praife on almoft 
all alike, in tho ufurious hope of buying 
back univerfai commendation in return ; 
or in thofe captivating charaders in which 
the fimple and mafculine language of 
truth is facrificed to the jargon of affeded 
foftnefs ; and in which fmooth and pliant 
manners are fubflituted for intriniic worth, 
the inexperienced are too apt to fuppofe 
virtues, and to forgive vices. But they 
ihould carefully guard againft the error 
of making manner the criterion of merit, 
and of giving unlimited credit to ftrangers 
for poffejQijag every perfeftion, only be- 
caufe they bring into company the en^ 
gaging exterior of urbanity and alluring 
gentlenefs. They fliould alfo remember 
thiit it is an eafy^ but not an honeft way 
i^ obtaining the praife of candour, to get 
H :^ into 
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into the fqft and popular habit of faying of 
all their acquaintance, when fpeaking of 
them, that ibey are fo good! True 
Chriftian candour conceals faults, but it 
does not invent virtues. It tenderly for- 
bears to expofe the evil which may belong 
to a charader, but it dares not afcribe to 
it the good which does not exift. To 
correft this propenfity to falfe judgment 
and infincerity, it would be well to bear 
in mind, that while every good aSion, 
come from what fource it may, and every 
good quality, be it found, in whomfover 
it will, deferves its fair proportion of: dif- 
tinft and willing commendation ; yet no 

. character is good, in the true fenfe of the 
word, which is not religious. 

In fine — to recapitulate what has b^en 
faid, with fome additional hints :— Study 

• to promote both intelledtual and moral irfi-? 
provement in converfation; labour to bring 
into it a difpofition to bear with others, 
and to be watchful over yourfelf ; keep 
out of fight any prominent talent of your 

. ... " own* 
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pwni which, if indulged, might dlfcourage 
or opprefs the feeble-minded ; and try to 
bring their modefl: virtues into notice. If 
you know any one prefent to poflefs any 
particular weaknefs or infirmity, never ex- 
ercife your wit by malicioufly inventing oc- 
cafions which may lead her to expofe or 
betray it ; but give as favourable a turn as 
you can to the follies which appear, and 
kindly help her to keep the reft out of 
fight. Never gratify your own humour, 
by hazarding what you fufpeft may wound 
^ny prefent in their perfons, connection?, 
profeffions in life, or religious opinions ; 
and do not forget to examine whether the 
laugh your wit has raifed be never bought 
at this expence. Give credit to thofe who, 
without your kindnefs, will get none ; do 
not talk at any one whom you dare not 
talk io^ unlefs from motives in which the 
golden rule will bear you out. Seek 
neither to fliine nor to triumph ; and if 
you feek to pleafe, lake care that it be in 
order to convert the influence you may 
H J gain 
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gain by pleafing, to the good of others. 
Cultivate true politenefs, for it grows out 
of true principle, and is confident with the 
Gofpel of Chrift ; but avoid thofe feigned 
attentions which are not ftimulated by 
good-will, and thofe ftated profeffions of 
fondnefs which are not di£tated by efteem. 
Remember that the pleafure of being 
thought amiable by ftrangers, may be 
too dearly purchafed, if it be purchafed at 
the expence of truth and fimplicity : re* 
itiember, that Simplicity is the firft charrai 
in manner, as Truth is in mind ; and could 
Truth make herfelf vifible, file would ap- 
pear invefted in Simplicity. 

Remember alfo, that true Chriftian goodr 
nature is the foul, of which politenefs is 
only the garb. It is not that artificial 
quality which is taken up by many when 
they go into fociety, in order to charm 
thofe whom it is not their particular bu^ 
finefs to pleafe; and is laid down when 
they return home to thofe to whom to ap- 
pear amiable is a real duty. It is not that 

fafcinating 
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fafcinatmg but deceitful foftiiiefs, whidi, 
after having a£led over a hundred fccnes 
of the moft Kvely fympathy and tender 
intereft with every flight acquaintance; 
after having exhaufted every phrafe of 
feeKng, for the trivial ficknefles or petty 
forrows of multitudes who are fcarcely 
known, leaves It doubtful wheth^ a grata 
of real feeling or genuine fympathy be 
referved for the deareft connexions : and 
which difmi(res a woman to her immediate 
friends with little affedion, and to her own 
family with little attachment. 

True good-nature, that which alone 
deferyes the name, is not a holiday orna^ 
ment, but an every-day habit. It docs 
not confift in fervile complaifance, or dif- 
honeft flattery, or afFeded fympathy, or 
unqualified aflent, or unwarrantable com- 
pliance, or eternal fmiles. Before it can 
be allowed to rank with the virtues, it mufl 
be wrought up from a humour into a prin- 
ciple, from an occafionai difpofitioh into a 
habit. It muft be the refult of an equal 
H4 2ind 
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and well-governed mind, not the ft art of 
cafual gaiety, the trick of defigning vanity, 
or the whim of capricious fondnefs. It is 
compounded of kindnefs, forbearance, for^ 
givenefs, and felf-denial ; ^* it feeketh not 
** its own," but is capable of making coa- 
tinual facrifices of its own taftes, humours, 
and felf-love ; yet knows that among thtf 
facrifices it makes, it muft never include 
its integrity. Politenefs on the one hand, 
and Infenfibility on the other, affume its 
name, and wear its honours; but they 
affume the honours of a triumph, without 
the merit of a viftory ; for politenefs fub- 
dues nothing, and infenfibility has nothing 
to fubdue. Good-nature of the true caft, 
and under the foregoing regulations, is 
above all price in the common intercourfe 
of domeftic fociety ; for an ordinary qua-r 
lity, which is conftantly brought into aftioa 
by the perpetually recurring though mi- 
nute events of daily life, is of higher value 
than more brilliant qualities which are 
lefs frequently called into ufe : ^s fmaU 

pieces; 
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pieces of ordinary current coin are of more 
importance in the commerce of the world 
than the medals of the antiquary. And, 
indeed, Chrillianity has given that new 
turn to the charaQer of all the virtues, that 
perhaps It is the befl: teft of the excellence 
of many that they have little brilliancy in 
them. The Ghriftian Religion has de- 
graded fome fplendid qualities from :the 
rank they held, and elevated thofe which 
were obfcure into diftinftion. 
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CHAP- XYI- 
On the Danger of an ill-dirccicd Senftbiiity. 

In confidering the human mind with a 
view to its improvement, it is prudent to 
endeavour to difcover the natural bent of 
the individual character ; and having found 
it, to direcl your force againft that fide on 
which the warp lies, that you may leffetl 
by counteraftion the defeft which you 
might be promoting, by applying your aid 
in a contrary direftion. But the misfor* 
tune is, people who mean better than they 
judge are apt to take up a fet. of general 
rules, good perhaps in themfelves, and ori- 
ginally gleaned from experience and obfer- 
vation on the nature of human things, but 
not applicable in all cafes. Thefe rules 
they keep by them as noftrums of univerfal 
efficacy, which they therefore often bring 

out 
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cut for ufe in cafes to which they do not 
apply. For to make any remedy effeftual, 
it IS not enough to know the medicine, you 
mufl: fludy the conftitution alfo; if there be 
not a congruity between the two, you may 
be injuring one patient by the means which 
are requifite to raife and reftore another. 

In forming the female charafter it is of 
importance that thofe on whom the taik de- 
volves (hould poflefs fo much penetration 
as accurately to difcern the degree of fen- 
fibility, and fo much judgment as to ac^ 
commodate the treatment to the individual 
charafter. By conftantly flimulating and 
extolling feelings naturally quick, thofe 
feelings will be rendered too acute and irri«- 
table. On the other hand, a calm and 
equable temper will become obtufe by the - 
total want of excitement : the former treat- 
ment converts the feelings into a fource of 
error, agitation, and calamity ; the latter 
ftarves their native energy, deadens the 
affeftions, and produces a cold, dull, fel- 
fi(h fplrit J for the human mind is an in- 

ftrument 
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ftrument which will lofe its fweetnefs If 
llrained too high, and will be deprived 
of its tone and ftrength if not fufEciently 
raifed. 

It is cruel to chill the precious fenfibility 
of an ingenuous foul, by treating with fui 
percilious coldnefs and unfeeling ridicule 
every indication of a warm, tender, dif- 
interefted, and enthufiaftic fpirit, as if it 
exhibited fymptoms of a deficiency in un- 
derftanding or in prudence. How many 
are apt to intimate, with a fmile of mingled 
pity and contempt, in confidering fuch a 
charafter, that when (he knows the world, 
that is, in other words, when fhe fhall be 
grown cunning, felfifli, and fufpicious, 
fhe will be afhamed of her prefent glow of 
honeft warmth, and of her lovely fuf. 
ceptibility of heart. May fhe never know 
the world, if the knowledge of it muft be 
acquired at fuch an expence ! But to fen* 
iible hearts, every indication of genuine 
feeling will be dear, for they well know 
that it is this temper which, by the guidance 

of 
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of the Divine Spirit, may make her one 
day become more enamoured of the beauty 
of holinefs; which, with the co-operation 
pf principle, and under its direftion will 
render her the Kvely agent of Providence in 
diminifliing the mifery that is in the world ; 
into which mifery this temper will give her 
a quicker intuition than colder charadlers 
ppflefs. It is this temper which, when it 
is touched and purified by^ a '* live cozU 
** from the altar*,*' will give her a keener 
tafte for the fpirit of religion, and a 
quicker zeal in difcharging its duties. 
But let it be remembered likewife, that 
as. there is no quality in the female cha- 
racter which more raifes its tone, fo there 
is none which will be fo likely to endanger 
the peace, and to expofe the virtue of the 
pofleflbr; none which requires to have 
its luxuriances more carefully watched, 
and its wild fhoots more clofely lopped. 

For young women of affeftions naturally 
warm, but not carefully difciplined, are in 

* Ifalah, VI, 6. 

danger 
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danger of incurring an unnatural irr{t5-» 
Klity ; and while their happinefs falls a 
vidtim to the excefs of uncontrolled feel* 
ings, they are liabU at the fame time to in* 
dulge a vanity of all others the moft pre- 
pofterous, that of being vain of their very 
defeft. They have heard fenfibility highly 
commended, without having heard any 
thing of thofe bounds and fences wWch 
vere intended to confine it, and without 
having been imbued with that principle 
which would have given it a beneficial di- 
rection. Confcious that they poffefs the 
quality itfelf in the extreme, and not 
aware that they want all that makes that 
quality fafe and delightful, they plunge 
headlong into thofe fins and miferies from 
which they conceitedly and ignorantly 
imagine, that not principle, but coldnefs, 
has preferved the more fober-minded and 
well-inftruSed of their fex» 

As it would be foreign to the prefent 
defign to expatiate on thofe criminal ex- 
ccfles which are feme of the fad effeSs 

of 
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of ungoverned paffion, it is only intended 
here to hazard a few remarks on thofe 
lighter confequences of it which confift in 
the lofs of comfort without ruin of charac- 
ter, and occafion the privation of .much of 
the happinefs of life without involving any- 
very cepfurable degree of guilt or difcredit- 
It may, however, be incidentally reaaarked^i 
and let it be carefully remembered, that if 
no women have rifen fo high in the fcale of 
moral excellence as thofe whofe natural 
warmth has been confcientioufly governed 
.by its true guide, and direfted to its true 
end; fo none have fumifhed fuch de- 
plorable inftances of extreme depravity as 
thofe who, through the ignorance or the 
derelidion of principle, have been aban- 
doned by the excefs of this very temper to 
the violence of ungoverned paffions and 
uncontrolled inclinations. Perhaps, if we 
were to inquhe into the remote caufe of 
fome of the blackefl crimes which (lain 
the annals of mankind, profligacy, murder, 
and efpecially fuicide,^ we might trace them 

back 
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back to this original principle, an ungo- 
verned Senfibility* 

Notwithftanding all the fine theories in 
ptofe and verfe to which this topid has 
given birth, it will be found that very ex* 
quifite fenfibility contributes fo little to 
bappinefsj and may yet be made to contri* 
bute fo much to ufefulnefs^ that it may, 
perhaps, be generally confidered as beftow* 
ed for an exefcife to the poffeflbr's owai 
virtue, and at the fame time, as a keen iiv 
ftrument with which he may better work 
■for the good of others. 

Women of this cad of mind are lefs 
careful to avoid the charge of unbounded 
:extremes, than to efcape at all events the 
imputation of infenfibility; They are little 
alarmed at the danger of exceeding^ thoagh 
terrified at the fufpicion of coming fljorty ■ 6f 
what they take to be the extreme point of 
feeling. They will even refolve to prove 
the warmth of their fenfibility, though at 
the expence of their judgment, and fome- 
times alfo of their juftice. Even when 

they 
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they earneftly defire to be and to do good, 
they are apt to employ the wrong inftru- 
ment to accomplifti the right end. They 
employ the paffions to do the work of the 
judgment; forgetting, or not knowing, 
that the paffions were not given us to be 
ufed in the fearch and difcovery of truthj 
which is the office of a cooler and more 
difcriminating faculty; but to animate us 
to warmer zeal in the purfuit and praftice 
of truth, when the judgment fhall have 
pointed out what is truth. 

Through this natural warmth, which 
they have been juftly told is fo pleafing, 
but which perhaps, they have not been 
told will be continually expofing them to 
peril and to fuffi^ring, their joys and for- 
rows are exceffive. Of this extreme irri- 
tability, as was before remarked, the ill- 
educated learn to boaft as if it were a de- 
cided indication of fuperiority of foul, in- 
ftead of labouring to reftrain it as the ex- 
cefs of a temper which ceafes to be amiable, 
when it is no longer under the control of 

VOL, II. I the 
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the governing faculty. It is misfortune 
enough to be born more liable to fuffer 
and to fin, from this conformation of mind ; 
k is too much to nourifli the evil by un- 
reftrained indulgence; it is ftill worfe to 
be proud of fo mifleading a quality. 

Flippancy, impetuofity, refentment, and 
violence of fpirit, grow out of this dif- 
pofition, which will be rather promoted 
than corredled, by the fyftem of education 
on which we have been animadverting; 
in which fyftem, emotions are too early 
and too much excited, and taftes and 
feelings are confidered as too exclulively 
making up the whole of the female char-- 
after ; in which the judgment is little ex- 
ercifed, the reafoning powers are feldom 
brought into adtion, and felf-knowledge 
and felf-denial fcareely included. 

The propenfity of mind which we are 
confidering, if unchecked, lays its poflfef- 
fors open to unjuft prepoffeflions, and ex- 
pofes them to all the danger of unfounded 
attachments. In early youth, not only 
8 love 
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toVe at firft fight, but alfo friendfliip, oF 
the Tame iMaxit^heous growth, fprings up 
from an ill-dti-eSted fenfibiHtyj and iii 
after-life, women under the powerful in- 
fluence of this tem|)er, confcious that they 
have much to be borne with, are too readily 
inclined to felefl: for their confidential coii- 
neftion^, flexible and flattering coni* 
patiibhs,' xvho «^ill indulge and perhaps ad- 
mire their fauItSj rather than firm and 
honfeft friends, t^ho will reprove and would 
affift in curing them. We may adopt it as 
i general mixim, that an obliging, weak, 
yifelding, cohij^laifaiit friend, full of fmaJI 
attentions, with little teligidn, little judg- 
ment, and much natural acquiefcence and 
dvility, is a moft dangefous, though 
geiiferally a too much defired confidante : 
ihfe foothes the ihdolehc^, and gratifies the 
valniiy of her friend, by recohciling her to 
hef faults, while flie neither keeps the uib- 
derftanding nor the virtues of that friend 
in exercife j but withholds from her every 
I 2 ufeful 
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ufeful truth, which by opening her eye^ 
might give her pain. Thefe pbfequious 
qualities are the " foft green *" on which 
the foul loves to repofe itfelf. . But it is 
not a refrefliing or a whplefome repofe:. 
we fhould not feleft, for the fake of pre- 
fent eafe, a foothing flatterer, who will 
lull us into a pleafing oblivion of our fail- 
ings, but a friend who, valuing our foul's 
health above our immediate comfort, will 
roufe us from torpid indulgence to ani- 
mation, vigilance, and virtue. 

An ill-dire£led fenfibility alfo leads a 
woman to be injudicious and eccentric in 
her charities ; Ihe will be in danger of pro- 
portioning her bounty to the immediate 
efFeft which the diftrefled objeft produced 
on her fenfes : and will therefore be more 
liberal to a fmall diftrefs prefenting itfetf to 
her own eyes, than to the more preffing 
wants and better claims of thofe miferies 
of which {he only hears the relation. 

* Burke's « Sublime and BcautifuL'* 

There 
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There IS a fort of ftage-efFeft which fome 
people require for their charities j and fuch 
a charaQer as we are confidering, will be 
apt alfo to defire, that the objeft of her 
compaflion fhali have fomething interefting 
and amiable in it, fuch as Ihall furnifli 
pleafmg images and lively piftures to her 
imagination, and engaging fubjefts for de- 
fcription ; forgetting, that in her charities, 
as well as in every thing elfe, flie is to be a 
" follower of Him who pleafed not him- 
" felf :'* forgetting, that the mod coarfe 
and difgufting objeQ: may be as much the 
reprefentative of Him, who faid, " Inaf- 
*' much as ye do it to one of the leaft of 
*' thefe ye do it unto me," as the moft in- 
terefting. Nay, the more uninviting and 
repulfive cafes may be better tefts of the 
principle on which we relieve, than thofe 
which abound in pathos and intereft, as we 
can have lefs fufpicion of our motive in the 
latter cafe than in the former. But, while 
we ought to negledb neither of thefe fup- 
pofed cafes, yet the lefs our feelings are 
I 3 caught 
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caught by pleafing circuqiflajp<:es, the I^fs 
will be the danger of ojur indulging f^lf- 
complacency, and the mor^ likely ihall \ye 
be to do what we do for the f^l^e of Him 
who has taught us, thiat , no . deeds but 
what are performed on, tbat principle 
" fhall be recompenfed ^^t the, refurredjc^ 
"ofthejuft." 

But through the want of th^t gpyerning 
principle which fliould direft h^r fenfibi|i|y, 
a tender-hearted womap, whpf^ hap4f if 
ihe be adually furrounded with fcen.es w4 
circumftances tp call it into ajftioji, is 

** Open as day to melting charity j'* 

nevertheleJs may utterly fail in the greaj: 
and comprehenfive duty of Chfiflian ]o}i^ 
for flie h^s feelings whjcji are afted pp^ 
folely by local circunaftances and pr.eftftt 
events. Only remove her i^tp anpt^ey 
fcene, diftant from the wajit§^ flip l^a^ l^^en 
relieving J place her in the l^p of injdul^ 
gence, fo entrenched with eafe and pU^^ 

fure, 
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fore, fo immerfed in the- foftnefs of life, 
that diflrefs no longer finds any accefs to 
her prefence, but through the faint an^ 
dull medium of a diftant reprefentation : 
remove her from the fight and found of 
that mifery, which, when pfefent, fo ten- 
derly affeded her — fhe now forgets that 
mifery exifts ; as fhe hears but little, and 
fees nothing of want and forrow, flic is 
ready to fancy that the world is grown 
happier than it was: in the meantime, 
with a quiet confcience and a thoughtlefs 
vanity, flie has been lavifliing on fuperflui- 
ties that money which flie would cheer- 
fully have given to a charitable cafe, had 
flie not forgotten that any fuch were in 
exiftence, becaufe Pleafure had blocked 
up the avenues through which mifery 
ufed to find its way to her heart ; and 
now, when again fuch a cafe forces itfelf 
into her prefence, flie laments with real 
fincerity that the money is gone which 
fliould have relieved it. 

14 In 
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In the meantime, perhaps, other womto 
of lefs natural fympathy, but whofe 
fympathies are under better regulation^ 
or who aft from a principle which requires 
little ftimulus, have, by an habitual courfe 
of felf-denial, by a conftant determination 
to refufe themfelves unneceffary indul- 
gencles, and by guarding againft that 
diffolving pleasure which melts down 
the firmed virtue that allows itfelf to balk 
in its beams, have been quietly fumifhing 
a regular provifion for miferies, which 
their knowledge of the ftate of the world 
teaches them are everywhere to be 
found, and which their obedience to 
the will of God tells them it is their 
duty both to find out and to relieve; 
a general expeftation of being liable to 
be called upon for a£ts of charity, will 
lead the confcientioufly charitable always 
to be prepared. 

On fuch a mind as we have been de- 
fcribing Novelty alfo will operate with 

peculiar 
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peculiar force/ and in nothing more than 
in the article of charity. Old eflabliflied 
inftitutions, whofe continued exiftence 
muft depend on the continued bounty of 
that affluence to which they owed their 
origin, will be fometimes neglefted, as 
prefenting no variety to the imagination, 
as having by their uniformity ceafed to be 
interefting ; there is now a total failure 
of thofe fprings of mere fenfitive feeling 
which fet the charity a-going, and thofe 
fudden emotions of tendernefs and gufts 
of pity, which once were felt, muft now 
be excited by newer forms of diftrefs, — 
As age comes on, that charity which has 
been the effeft of mere feeling, grows 
cold and rigid ; this hardnefs is alfo in- 
creafed by the frequent difappointments 
charity has experienced in it's too high 
expeftations of the gratitude and fubfe- 
quent merit of thofe it has relieved ; and 
by withdrawing its bounty, becaufe fome 
of its objefts have been undeferving, it 
gives clear proof that what it beftowcd 

was 
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was for its own gratification; and now 
finding that felf-complacency at an end, 
It bellows no longer. Probably too the 
caufe of fo much difappointment may have 
been, that ill choice of the objetls .to 
which feeling, rather than a difcriminating 
judgment, has led. The fummer fliowers 
of mere fenfibility foon dry up, while the 
living fpring of Chriftian charity flows 
alike in all feafons. 

The impatience, levity, and ficklenefs;, 
of which women have been fomewhat too 
generally accufed, are perhaps in no fmall 
degree aggravated by the littjenefs and 
frivoloufnefs of female purfuits. The fort of 
education they commonly receive, teaches 
girls to fet a great price on fmall things- 
Befides this, they do not always learn 
to keep a very corred fcale of degrees for 
rating the value of the objefts of their ad- 
miration and attachment ; but by a kind 
of unconfcious idolatry, they rather make 
a merit of loving fupremely things and 
perfons which ought to be loved with 

moderation 
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moderation and in a fubordinate degree 
the one to the other. Unfortunately^ 
they confider moderation as fo neceflarily 
indicating a cold heart and narrow foul, 
and they look upon a ftate of indifference 
with fo much horror, that either to love 
or hate with energy is fuppofed by them 
to proceed from a higher ftate of mind 
than is poffeffed by more fteady and equa.- 
ble characters. Whereas it is in fad the 
criterion of a warm but well direfted fen- 
fibility, that while it is capable of loving 
with energy, it muft be enabled, by the 
judgment wliich governs it, to fuit and 
adjuft its degree of intereft to the nature 
and excellence of the objefl: about which 
it is interefted; for unreafonable prepof- 
feflion, difproportionate attachment, and 
capricious or precarious fondnefs, is not 
fenfibility. 

Excefiive but unintentional fiattery is 
another fault into which a ftrong fenfi- 
bility is in danger of leading its poffeffor. 
^ tender heart ai)d a warm imagination 

confpire 
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confpire to throw a fort of radiance round 
the objeft of their love, till they arc 
dazzled by a brightnefs of their own 
creating. The worldly and fafliionable 
borrow the warm language of fenfibility 
without having the really warm feeling; 
and young ladies get fuch a habit of fay- 
ing, and efpecially of writing, fuch over 
obliging and flattering things to each 
other, that this . mutual politenefs, aided 
by the felf-love fo natural to us all, and 
by an unwillingnefs to fearch into our 
own hearts, keeps up the illufion, and we 
acquire a habit of taking our charader from 
the good we hear of ourfelves, which 
others aflume, but do not very well know, 
rather than from the evil we feel in our- 
felves, and which we therefore ought to 
be too thoroughly acquainted with to take 
our opinion of ourfelves from what we 
hear from others. 

Ungoverned fenfibility is apt to give a j 
wrong direftion to its anxieties; and its 
affedion often falls fliort of the true end of 

friendfhip. 
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ftiendftup. If the obj^ft of Us . regard 
happen to be fick, what inquiries ! what 
prefcriptions ! what an accumulation is 
made of cafes in which the remedy its 
fondnefs fuggefts has been fuccefsful! 
What an unaffefted tendernefs for the pe- 
riling body ! Yet is this fenfibility equally 
alive to the immortal interefls of the fuf- 
ferer ? Is it not filent and at eafe when it 
contemplates the deareft friend perfifting in 
opinions eflentially dangerous ; in praftices 
unqueflionably wrong ? Does it not view 
all this, not only without a generous ar- 
dour to point out the peril, and refcue the 
friend ; but if that friend be fuppofed to 
be dying, does it not even make it the cri- 
terion of kindnefs to let her die undeceived 
as to her true ftate ? What a want of 
real fenfibility, to feel for the pain, but 
not for the- danger of thofe we love ? Now 
fee what fort of fenfibility the Bible 
teaches ! " Thou (halt not hate thy bro- 
" ther in thine heart, but thou (halt in 
** any wife rebuke him, and (halt not fuffer 

« fin 
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♦^ fin upon him *.'* But let that tender- 
nefs which flirinks from the idea of expof- 
ing what it loves to a momentary pang, 
figure to itfelf the bare poffibility, that the 
objefl of its own fond affeftion may not 
be the objeft of the Divine favour ! Let 
it (brink from the bare conjefture, that 
" the familiar friend with whom it has' 
" taken fweet counfel/' is going down to 
the gates of death, unrepenting, unpre- 
pared, and yet unwarned ! 

But mere human fenfibility goes a 
fhorter way to work. Not being able to 
give its friend the pain of hearing her faults 
or of knowing her danger, it works itfelf 
up into the quieting delufion that no dan- 
ger exifts, at leaft not for the objefts of its 
own affeftion ; it gratifies itfelf by invent- 
ing a falvation fo comprehenfive as fliailf 
take in all itfelf loves with all their faults ; 
it creates to its own fond heart an ideal 
and exaggerated divine meicy, which fbaill' 

* Leviticus^ XIX. 17. 

pardon 
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jpardon and receive all in whom this blind 
fenfibility has an interefl:, whether they be 
good or whether they be evil. 

In regard to its application to religious 
purpofes, it is a teft that fenfibility has 
received its true direclion when it is fu- 
premely turned to the love of God : for 
to poffefs an overflowing fondnefs for our 
fellow-creatures and fellow-fmners, and to 
be cold and infenfible to the Eflence of 
goodnefs and perfeftion, is an incon- 
fiftency to which the feeling heart is aw- 
fully liable. God has himfelf the firft 
claim to the fenfibility he beftowed. " He 
*'yfr/? loved us:*' this is a natural caufe 
of love. ** He loved us while we were 
" finners :'* this is a fupernatural caufe. 
He continues to love us though we negleft 
his favours, and flight his mercies: this 
would wear out any earthly kindnefs. 
He forgives us, not petty negledls, not 
occafional flights, but grievous fins, re- 
peated oflFences, broken vows, and un- 
requited love. What human friendftiip 

performs 
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performs offices fo calculated to touch the 
foul of fenfibility ? 

Thofe young women in whom feeling 
IS indulged to the exclufion of reafon and 
examination, are peculiarly liable to be 
the dupes of prejudice, rafh decifions, and 
falfe judgment. The underftanding hav- 
ing but little power over the will, their 
affeftions are not well poized, and their 
minds are kept in a ftate ready to be afted 
upon by the fluftuatic ^it^ of alternate 
impulfes ; by fudden and varying im- 
preffions ; by cafual and contradictory ch*- 
cumftances ; and by emotions excited by 
every accident. Inftead of being guided by . 
the broad views of general truth, inftead o£ 
having one fixed principle, they are driven 
on by the impetuofity of the moment-. 
And this impetuofity blinds the judgment 
as much as it mifleads the conduct ; fo that 
for want of a habit of cool inveftigation 
and inquiry, they meet every event with- 
out any previoufly formed opinion or fettled 
rule of aftion. And as they do not accut 

torn 
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torn themfelves to appreciate the real value 
of things, their attention is as likely to be 
led away by the under parts of a fubjefit, 
as to feize on the leaditig feature. The 
fame eagernefs of mind which hinders the 
operation of the difcriminating faculty, 
leads alfo to the error of determining 
on the reftitude of an aftlon by its fuc- 
cefe, and to that of making the event of 
an undertaking decide on its juftice or 
propriety : it alfo leads to that fuperficial 
and erroneous way of judging which 
foftens on Exceptions, if they make in our 
own favour, as grounds of reafoning, while 
they lead us to overlook received and 
general rules which tend to eftablifli a 
do6Wne contrary to our wifhes. 

Open-hearted, indifcreet girls, often 
pick up a few ftrong notions, which are 
as falfe in themfelves as they are popular 
among the clafs in queftion : fuch as 
" that warm friends muft make warm 
** enemies;'* — that " the generous love and 
" hate with all their hearts j'* — that " a 
VOL. II. K " reformed 
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" reformed rake makes the beft hufband ;" 
—that " there is no medium in marriage, 
** but that it is a ftate of exquifite happi- 
^ nefs or exquifite mifery ;" with many 
other dodrines of equal currency and 
equal foundnefs ! Thefe they confider as 
axioms, and adopt as rules of life. From 
the two firfl of thefe oracular fayings, girls 
are in no fmall danger of becoming unjuft 
through the very warmth of their hearts : 
for they will acquire a habit of making their 
eftimate of the good or ill qualities of 
others merely in proportion to the greater 
or lefs degree of kindnefs which they 
themfelves have received from them. 
Their eftimation of general charadler is 
thus formed on infulated and partial 
grounds; on the accidental circumftance 
of perfonal predlleftion or perfonal pique. 
Kindnefs to themfelves or their friends in- 
volves all poffible excellence; negleft, all 
imaginable defeats. Friendfhip and grati- 
tude can and (hould go a great way f^ but 
as they cannot convert vice into virtue. 

To 
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fo they ought never to convert truth into 
falfehood. And it may be the more ne- 
ceffary to be upon our guard in this in- 
ftance, becaufe the very idea of gradtude 
may miflead us, by converting injuftice 
into the femblance of a virtue. Warm 
expreflions (hould therefore be limited to 
the conveying a fenfe of our own indi- 
vidual obligations which are real, rather 
than employed to give an impreffion of 
general excellence in the perfon who has 
obliged us, which may be imaginary. A 
good man is ftill good, though it may not 
have fallen in his way to oblige or ferve 
usy nay, though he may have negleded, 
or even unintentionally hurt us : and fin 
is ftill fin, though committed by the per- 
fon in the world to whom we are the moft 
obliged, and whom we beft love. 

There is danger alfo left our exceffive 
commendation of our friends, merely as 
fuch, may be derived from vanity as well 
as gratitude. While we only appear to be 
triumphing in the virtues of our friend, 
K a we 
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we may be guilty of felf-complacency ; 
the pcrfon fo excellent is the perfon who 
diRinguifhes us^ and we are too apt to in* 
fert into the general eulogium the dif- 
tiuflion we ourfelves have received from 
him who is himfelf fo much diftinguifhed 
by others. 

With refpeft to that fatal and moft in- 
delicate, nay grofs maxim, that " a re- 
*' formed rake makes the beft hu(band ;*' 
(an aphorifm to which the principles and 
the happinefs of fo many young women 
have been facrificed.) It goes upon the pre-^ 
pofterous fuppofitiou, not only that effefts- 
do not follow caufes, but that they oppofe 
them ; on the fuppofition, that habitual 
vice creates reftitude of charafter, and 
that fin produces happinefs: thus flatly 
contradifting what the moral government 
of God uniformly exhibits in the courfe 
of human events, and what Revelation fo 
evidently and univerfally teaches. 

For it fliould be obferved, that the re- 
formation is generally, if not always fup- 

pofed 
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pofed to be brought about by the all- 
conquering force of female charms. Let 
but a profligate young man have a point to 
carry by winning the affeftioiis of a Vain 
and thoughtlefs girl; he will begin his 
attack upon her heart by undermining her 
religious principles, and artfully removing 
every impediinent which might have ob- 
(Iruded her receiving the addreffes of a 
man without charafter. And while he 
will lead her not to hear without ridicule 
the mention of that change of heart which 
Scripture teaches and experience proves 
that the power of Divine grace can work 
on a vicious charafter ; while he will teach 
her to fneer at a change which he would 
treat with contempt, becaufe he denies 
the poflibilily of fo ftrange and miraculous 
a converfion ; yet he will not fcruple to 
fwear that the power of her beauty has 
worked a revolution in his own loofe 
praftices which is equally complete and 
inftantaneous. 

K 3 But 
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But fuppofing his reformation to be. 
genuine, it would even then by no means 
involve the truth of her propofition, that 
paft libertinifm infures future felicity ; yet 
many a weak girl, confirmed in this pala^ 
table doftrine by examples flie has fre- 
quently admired of thofe furprifing re- 
formations fo conveniently cffefted in the 
laft fcene of moft of our comedies, has 
not fcrupled to rifle her earthly and 
eternal happinefs with a man, who is not 
afliamed to afcribe to the influence of her 
beauty that power of changing the heart 
which he impioufly denies to Omnipotence 
itfelf. 

As to the laft of thefe practical apho- 
rifms, that, " there is no medium in 
** marriage, but that it is a ftate of ex- 
** quifite happinefs or exquifite mifery ;" 
this, though not equally fmful, is equally 
delufive : for marriage is only one modi- 
fication of human life, and human life is 
not commonly in itfelf a ftatc of exquifite 

extremes ; 
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extremes; but is for the moft part that 
mixed and moderate ftate, fo naturally 
dreaded by thofe who fet out with fancy- 
ing this world a ftate of rapture, and fo 
naturally expefted by thofe who know it 
to be a ftate of probation and difcipline. 
Marriage, therefore, is only one condition, 
and often the beft condition, of that im- 
perfeft ftate of being which, though 
feldom very exquifite, is often very toler- 
able; and which may yield much com- 
fort to thofe who do not look for conftant 
tranfport. But unfortunately, thofe who 
find themfelves difappointed of the un- 
ceafing raptures they had anticipated in 
marriage, difdaining to fit down with fo 
poor a provifion as comfort, and feorning 
the acceptance of that moderate lot which 
Providence commonly beftows with a view 
to check defpondency and to reprefs pre- 
fumption i give themfelves up to the other 
alternative; and, by abandoning their 
hearts to difcontent, make to themfelves 
jc 4 that 
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that mifery with which their fervid imagi* 
nations had filled the oppofite fcale*^ 

The truth^ is, thefe young Ij^djes a]?e 
very apt to pick up their opinions, kfs 
from the divines than the poets ; and the 
poets, though it muft be confeffed they 
are fome of the beft embelliChers of life, 
are not quite the fafeft conduftors through 
it. In travelling through a wildernefs, 
though we avail ourfelves of the harmony 
of finging-birds to render the gTove <ie* 
lightful, yet we never think of following 
them as guides to condud us through its 
labyrinths. 

Thofe women in whom the natural 
defefts of a warm temper have been 
ftrengthened by an education which fofters 
their fauhs, are very dexterous in availing 
themfelves of a hint, when it favours a 
ruling inclination, foothes vanity, indulges 
indolence, or gratifies their love of power. 
They have heard fo oft^n from their 
favourite fentimental authors, and their 

more 
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more flattering male friends, " that when 
*' Nature denied them ftrength, fhe gave 
*' them fafcinatin^ graces in compenfa- 
*' tion J that their ftrength confifts in their 
" weaknefs ;" and that " they are en- 
*' dowed with arts of perfuafion which 
" fupply the abfence of force, and the 
" place of reafon;** that they learn, in 
time, to pride themfelves on that very 
weaknefs, and to become vain of their 
imperfeftions ; till at length they begin 
to claim for their defefts, not only pardon, 
but admiration. Hence they acquire a 
habit of cherifliing a fpecies of feeling 
which, if not checked, terminates in ex- 
ceffive felfiftinefs ; they learn to produce 
their inability to bear contradiftion as a 
proof of their tendernefs ; and to indulge 
in that fort of irritability in all that relates 
to themfelves, which inevitably leads to 
fhe utter exclufion of all intereft in the 
fufFerings of others. Inftead of exercifmg 
their fenfibility in the wholefome duty of 
relieving diftrefs and vifiting fcenes of for- 

row. 
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row, that fenfibility itfelf is pleaded as a 
reafon for their not being able to endure 
fights of woe, and for fhunning the dif- 
trefs it fhould be exerted in removing. 
That exquifite fenfe of feeling which God 
implanted in the heart as a ftimulus to 
quicken us in relieving the miferies of 
others is thus introverted, and learns to 
confider felf not as the agent, but the 
bbjeft of compaffion. Tendernefs is made 
an excufe for being hard-hearted ; and 
inftead of drying the weeping eyes of 
others, this falfe delicacy referves its fel- 
fifli and ready tears for the more elegant 
and Icfs expenfive forrows of the melting 
novel or the pathetic tragedy. 

When feeling ftimulates only to felf- 
indulgence; when the more exquifite af- 
feftions of fympathy and pity evaporate in 
fentiment, inftead of flowing out in aftive 
charity, and affording afliftance, protedtion, 
or confolation to every fpecies of diftrefs 
within its reach ; it is an evidence that the 
feeling is of a fpurious kind ; and inftead 

of 
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of .being nouriflied as an amiable tender- 
nefe,' it fliould be fubdued as a fond and 
bafc.felf-love. 

That idlenefs, to whofe cruel inroads 
mziiy women of fortune are unhappily ex- 
polw, from not having been trained to 
coniider wholefome occupation, vigorous 
Exertion, and fyftematic employment, as 
making part of the indifpenfable duties 
and pleafures of life, lays them open to a 
thoufand evils of this kind, from which 
the ufeful and the bufy are exempted ; and, 
perhaps, it would not be eafy to find a 
more pitiable objefl: than a woman with a 
great deal of time and a great deal of 
money on her hands, who, never having 
been taught the confcientious ufe of either, 
fquanders both at random, or rather mould- 
ers both away, without plan, without 
principle, and without pleafure : all whofe 
projefts begin and terminate in felf ; who 
confiders the reft of the world only as they 
may be fubfervient to her gratification; 
and to whom it never occurred, that both 

her 
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her time and money were given fojf 
gratification and good of others. ^ ; 

It is not much to the credit of the 
fex, that they now and then lend 
felves to the indulgence of this felfifh fitiit 
in their wives, and cherifli by a kiifi*if 
falfe fondnefs thofe faults which ftodU 
be combated by good fenfe and a reafci^- 
able counteradtion : flothfully preferring"'^'} 
little falfe peace, the purchafe of precarioik' 
quiet, and the popular reputation of good- 
nature, to the higher duty of forming the 
mind, fixing the principles, and ftrength- 
ening the character of her with whom 
they are connefted. Perhaps too, a little 
vanity in the hulband helps out his good- 
nature; he fecretly rewards himfelf for 
his facrifice by the confcioufnefs of his 
fuperiority ; he feels a felf-complacency 
in his patient condefcenfion to her weak- 
nefs, which tacitly flatters his own flrength: 
and he is, as it were, paid for {looping, 
by the increafed fenfe of his own tallnefs. 
Seeing alfo, perhaps, but little of other 

woHienj 
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women, he is taught to belies'e that they 
are all pretty much alike, and that, as a 
man of fenfe, he muft content himfelf 
with what he takes to be the common lot. 
Whereas, in truth, by his mifplaced in- 
dulgence, he has rather 7nade his own lot 
than draivn It ; and thus, through an indo- 
lent defpair in the hufband of being able 
to effed any amendment by oppofition, 
and through the want of that found affec- 
tion which labours to improve and exalt 
the charader of its objeft ; it happens, 
that many a helplefs, fretful, and daud- 
ling wife acquires a moie powerful afcen- 
dancy than the mod difcreet and amiable 
woman ; and that the moft abfolute female 
tyranny is eftablifhed by thefe fickly and 
capricious humours. 

The poets again, who, to do them 
juflice, are always ready to lend a helping 
hand when any mifchief is to be done, 
have contributed their full fhare towards 
confirming thefe feminine follies : they 
have- ftrengthened by adulatory maxims, 
1 fung 
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fung in reducing drains, thofe faultl 
which their talents aud their influence 
fhould have been employed in correfting. 
By fair and youthful females an argument, 
drawn from found experience and real life, 
is commonly repelled by a ftanza or a fon- 
net ; and a couplet is confidered as nearly 
of the fame validity with a text. When 
ladies are complimented with being 

Fine by dcfe£l and delicately weak ! 

is not a ftandard of feeblenefs held out to 
them', to which vanity will gladly refort, 
and to which foftnefs and indolence can 
eafily aft up, or rather ad down^ if I may 
be allowed the expreflion ? 

When ladies are told by the fame mif- 
leading, but to them high, authority, 
that " fmlles and tears are the irrefiftible 
** arms with which Nature has furniflied 
*' the weak for conquering the ftrong,*' 
will they not eagerly fly to this cheap and 
ready artillery, inftead of labouring to 

furnifh 
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furnifli themfelves with a reafonable mind, 
an equable temper, and a meek and quiet 
fplrit ? 

Every animal is endowed by Providence 
with the peculiar powers adapted to its 
nature and its wants ; while none, except 
the human, by grafting art on natural 
fagacity, injures or mars the gift. Spoilc 
women, who fancy there is fomething more 
picqiiant and alluring in the mutable graces 
of caprice, than in the monotonous fmooth- 
nefs of an even temper j and who alfo 
having heard much, as was obferved be- 
fore, about their " amiable weaknefs,*' 
learn to look about them for the beft fuc- 
cedaneum to ftrength, the fuppofed ab- 
fence of which they fometimes endeavour 
to fupply by artifice. By this engine the 
weakeft woman frequently furnifhes the 
converfe to the famous reply of the French 
minifter, who, when he was accufed of 
governing the mind of that feeble Queen 
Mary de Medicis by forcery, replied, " that 
" the only forcery he had ufed, was that 

" influence 
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" influence which ftrong minds naturally 
*' have over weak ones/* 

But though it be fair fo to ftudy the 
tempers, defefts, and weakneffes of others, 
as to convert our knowledge of them to 
the promotion of their benefit and our 
own ; and though it be making a lawful 
ufe of our penetration to avail ourfelves 
of the faults of others for " their good to 
" edification ;'* yet all deviations from 
the ftralght line of truth and fimplicity; 
every plot infidioufly to turn influence to 
unfair account; all contrivances to extort 
from a bribed coniplaifance what reafon 
and juftice would refufe to our wiflies ; 
thefe are fome of the operations of that 
lowefl and mod defpicable engine, felfifli 
cunning, by which little minds fometimes 
goverii great ones. 

And, unfortunately, women from their 
natural defiie to pleafe, and from their 
fometimes doubting by what means this 
grand end may be befl: effefled, are in 
more danger of being led into diiTimuIation 

than 



than men ; f6r diffimulatfort h the tefult 
of weaknefs ; it is the refuge of doubt and 
diftruft, rather than of ronfcious (Ifength, 
the dangers of ^hich lie another way. 
Franknefs, truth, and fimplicity, there- 
fore, ds they are inexpreffibly charming^ 
fo are they peculiarly commendable in 
wometi ; aiid tiobly evihce that while thd 
pofleflbrs of them wifh to pleafe, (and why 
fhould they hot wifli it ?) they difdain t(5 
have fecourfe to any thing but what k 
fair, and juft, and honourable to efFeft it } 
that they fcorn to attain the mod defired 
end by any but the moft lawful means. 
The beauty of fimpllcity is indeed fo inti- 
mately felt and generally acknowledged by 
all who have a true tafte for perfonal, 
moral, or intelledual beauty, that women 
of the deepeft diffimulation often find their 
account in affuming an exterior the moft: 
foreign to their charafter, and exhibiting 
the mod engaging naivete. It is curious 
to fee how much art they put in pra£Uce 
in order to appear natural; and the deep 
VOL. II. L defign 
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deftgn which is fet at work to* difplay ftm- 
plicity. And indeed this feigned fimplicity 
is the moft mifchievous, becaufe the mod 
engaging of all the Proteus forms which 
Artifice can put on. For the mod free 
and bold fentimenrs have been fometimes 
hazarded with fatal fuccefs under this ijji^ 
fufpefted malk. And an innocent, quiet, 
indolent, artlefs manner, has been adopted 
as the moft refined and fuccefsful accom- 
paniment of fentiments, ideas, and defignSj^ 
neither artlefs, quiet, nor innocent. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

On difftpatioriy and the modern habits of 
fajhionable life. . 

Peiihaps the mterefts of true friend- 
fhip, elegant converfation, mental improve- 
meur, focial pleafure, maternal duty, and 
conjugal comfort, never received fuch a 
blow as when Fafhion iflued out that ar- 
bitrary and univerfal decree, that every 
body mujl be acquainted with every body.; 
together with that confequent, authorita- 
tive, but rather inconvenient claufe, that 
every body mufl alfo go every where every 
night. The implicit and devout obedience 
paid to this law is incompatible with the 
very being of friendfhip ; for as the circle 
of acquaintance expands, and it will be 
continually expanding, the affedions will 
be beaten out into fuch thin lamina as ta 
L 2 Jcave 
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leave little folldity remaining. The heart 
which is continually exhauftingitfelfinpro- 
feffions grows cold and hard. The feelings 
of kindnefs dimiiii(h in proportion as the 
expreffion of it becomes more diSufe and 
indifcrfminate. The very traces of ** fim- 
*' plicity and godly fmcerity," in a delicate 
female, wear away imperceptibly by con* 
ftant coUifion with the world at large. 
And perhaps no woman takes fo little in* 
tereft in the happinefs of her real friends, 
as flie whofe affeftions are inceffantly cva- 
porating in univerfal civilities j as fhe who 
18 faying fond and flattering things at ran- 
dom to a circle of five hundred people 
every night. 

The decline and fall of animated and 
inftruftive converfation has been in a good 
meafure effected by this barbarous projeft 
of aflcinbling en maffe. An excellent pre- 
late *, with whofe fricndfhip the author was 
long honoured, and who himfelf excelled 

* The laic Biftiop Hornc. 

in 
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in the art.of ccHiverfatioH, ufe4 t?o rem^i^, 
that a few years had brought about a gi;€f^t 
revolutipnijn the manner$ qf fpjciisty j .tjb^t 
it ufe(Jr: t<V; b« the . cuftomi pjneyiottijy ; tp 
going into -company, to .think t^at fom^- 
thing wa,5; to be Gommunicated or, rf^eiye*^, 
taught or learnt; thai^ the powers r of: j^ 
underftan<jljf^ were e^e^ted to be :b^aqght 
into e?iercife, ;and , that it , wa» .tlfer^ere 
neqeflary to qpickfen themindij by ; readipg 
and thinking,, ;for tjie'f^^, ther inditid^^l 
might be expefted to juJfceiiaith^ general 
difcourfe j but that now, kagj»lcdge,^^nd 
tafte, .^d wit^ and erjK^itf^B^ ieeped ilp 
be fcarcely confidered as;n€^fli|ny materia 
to be brought into the plBafk^^ible p<P^- 
merce of (he world; bec94iCp,^no^ t|[ere 
wa3 little cb^ce of turningthem • to 0][^i 
account ; ^nd therefore, be who .pofibflifji 
them, and he who poffeffed them not, 
were nearly on a footing. . : ; . _ : 

It is obvious* alfo th?^ mnldtudii^us af 
femblies are fo little favourable ^> thi^t 
cheerfuhiefs which it (hould feem to be th^r 
L 3 very 
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very end to promote, that if there were 
any chemical procefs by which the quantum 
of fpirits anim'al or intelleftual could be 
afcertained^ the diminution would bie found 
to have been inconceivably great, fince the 
< transformation of man and woman from a 
*ft>tial to a gr^g^fious animal, 
-'•"But if it be true ihat fricndfliip, fcciety, 
'^nd chcerfiilhefi, *have fuftaintd fo much 
■fejuiy by* this" change of manners, how 
'much^more pointe31y does th6 rerfriirk- Jrp- 
^ ply to fehiily hapjpinefs. . - ^ 

^"^ ^Notwithftaiiding the known fluftuation 
i>if manners- Sfid'lKie mutability o^ language, 
■iciuld it ]5efb*eleeri, when "the Apoftlc 
Paiil extoMgd^'T'^matried -women to be 
** Keepers' ^1/ *«?;/?<?,** that the time wdiild 
airive when that very phrafe would be 
felefted to' defignate one of the moft de- 
cided afts of difSpation? Could it be 
forefeen that when a fine lady fliould fend 
out a Notification that on fuch a liight Ihe 
Ihall be at hom-e, thefe two Significant 
words (befides^ intimating the rarity of the 

thing) 
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thing) would prefent to the mmd an image 
the moft undomejlic which language can 
convey ? Could it be anticipated that the 
:event of one lady^s being at home could 
only be efFefted bf the univerfal concur- 
xence of allTier acquaintance to be abroad ? 
That fo fimple an aft (hould require fuch 
complicated co-operation ? And that the 
report that one perfon woiild be found in 
her own houfe fhould operate Ivith fuch 
an eleftric force as to empty the houfes of 
all her friends ? • 

My country readers, whtt may require 
t0 have it explained that thefe two magne- 
tic words at home^ now poffefs the power- 
ful influence of drawing together every 
thingyfo^ within the fphere of their atttac- 
tion, may need alfo to be apprized, that 
the guefts afterwards are not afked what 
WQAfaid by the company, but whether the 
crowd was prodigious ; the rule for de- 
ciding on the merit of a fafliionable fociety 
not. being by the tafte or the ^^irit, but by 
the /core and the hundred. The queftion 
L 4 of 
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of pleafure, like a parliamentary queftioht 
is now carried by numbers. And when 
two parties inodifiib like two parties politi- 
tical, are run one againft another on the 
lame night, the fame kind of niortificatioa 
attends the leader of a def^ted minority, 
the fame triumph attefids - the exulting 
carrier of fuperior numbers, in the one 
cafe as in the other- The fcale of enjoy r 
ment is rated by the meafure of fatigtiei 
and tlie quantity of inconvenience furniihes 
the ftandard of gratification: the fmall- 
i^efs of the dimenfions to which each -per- 
foA is limited on account of the muitl^* 
tudes which muft divide amosig them ..a 
certain given l^ce, adds, to the fum totial 
of genieiial deljight.; the aggriegate of plea-* 
fure is produced by the proportion of iiii 
dividua«l fuflfering ; and not tili every guefl? 
feels herf^lf in t)he ft^Ae of a- cat in aa eao* 
haufted receiver, dpes the delighted hoftefe 
attain the confummation of tbati.renowat 
which i^ derived! foom. fuch overflowing 

ropma 
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rooms as Iball throw JiU h^f; <?<>mp©titors 
at a difgraceful diftance^ 

An cmiiicnt divine has fai4, .tbat ei- 
ther " perfeverance ia prayer will njiake 
^' a nian leave off finning,r or a continu- 
" ance in fin will make him leave off 
" prayer.** This remark may be accom- 
modated to thof« ladiis who, while they 
are devoted to die enjoyments of the 
world, yet retain confiderable folicitude 
for the inftfuaion of their 4aughter$. But 
if they are reilly in earneft fiat g*^^ ^^^ a 
Chriftian educWipn, . they muft tbemfelves 
renoiince a diffipa^ed life. Or if th«y re- 
folvit to puffue ih^ qhacB of pleafure, they 
muft renounce this prime duty. Contra- 
ries cannot unite* The moral nurture of 
a tall daughter can no more be admbiftered 
by a mother whofe time is abforbed by 
crowds abroad, than fhe phyfical nurture 
of her infant offspring can be fuppUed by 
her in a perpetual abfence from, home* 
And* is not thai a prepoderoics affe^ion, 
s^hich, after leading a mother to devote 

a few 
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a few months to the inferior duty of fur- 
nifhing aliment to the mere animal life, 
allows her to defert her poft when the 
more important moral • and intelleftual 
cravings require fuftenailce? This great 
objeft 18 not to be efFeftcd with the^ihr^effs 
and parings rounded off- from tTie circte bf 
a diffipated life; but in order to its ade- 
quate execution, the mother Ihould carry 
it on with the fame fpirit and pcrfeverarce 
at home, which the father thinks it hecet 
fary to be exerting abroad in his /public 
duty or profeffional engagtttients, .-*.^ ' ; 
The ufual vindication (and in thedty 
it has a plaufible fonhd)- which hat-* boeri 
offered for the large ; portion of tim^ fpent 
by women in acquiring- ornamental talents 
is, that they are calculated to make the 
pofleffor love home, and that they inno- 
cently fill up the hours of leifure. Thrc 
plea has indeed fo promifing an appear^ 
ance, that it is worth inquiring whether it 
be in fadl: true. Do we then, on fairly 
purfuing the inquiry, difcover that thofe 

who 
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who have fpent moft time in fuch light 
acquifitions, are really remarkable for lov- 
iQg home or flaying quietly there ? or that 
when there, they art fedulbus in turning 
time to the beft account? I fpeak not 
of that rational ancf refpeftable clafs of 
women, who, applying "(as many of them 
do) thefe elegant talents to their true pur- 
pofe, employ them to fill up the vacancies 
of better occupations, and to embellilh the 
leifure bf a Hfe adively good. But do we 
^enerdlty fee that even the moft valiiable 
and ibber part of the reigning female ac- 
quifiti6ns leads their' pofleffor to fcenes 
moft favourable to the enjoyment bf them ? 
to fcenes which we fhould naturally fup- 
pofe file would feek, in order to the more 
effcftual cultivation of fuch rational plea- 
fures ? To learn to endure, to enjoy, and 
to adorn folitude, feems to be one great 
end for beftowing accompHfhments, in- 
ftcad of making them the motive for 
^\ hurrying thofe who have acquired them 

into 
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into crouds, in order /or their moft cf- 
feftual difplay. 

Would not thofe delightful purfuits, 
botany and drawings for inflance, feem 
likely to court the fields, the woods, and 
gardens of the pateraal feat, as more con- 
genial to their nature, and more appro- 
priate to their exercife, than barren water- 
ing places, deftitute of a tree,, or an herb, 
or a flower, and not affording an. hour's 
interval from fucceffive pleafures, fo profit 
by the fcene even if it abounded with the 
whole vegetable world, from the " Cedar 
** of Lebanon to the,Hyffop on the wall ?** 

From the mention.' of watering places, 
may the author be allowed tQ fuggefl: a 
few remarks on the evils which have arifen 
from the general confpiracy of the gay to 
ufurp the regions of the fick ; and from 
their converting the heahh-reftoring fouiv- 
tains, meant as a refuge for difeafe, into 
the reforts of vanity for thofe who have 
no difeafe but idlenefs ? 

This 
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This Inability of ftaylrig at home, as it is 
one of the moft infallible, fo it is one of 
the moft dangerous fymptoms of the 
reigning mania. It would be more toler- 
able, did this epidemic malady only break 
out, as formerly, during the winter, or 
fome one feafon. Heretofore, the tenantry 
and the poor, the natural dependants on 
the rural marifions of the opulent, had 
fome definite period to which they might 
joyfully look forward for the approach of 
thofe patrons, part of whofe bufinefs in 
life it IS to influence by their prefence, 
40 inftrufl by their example, to foothe 
by their kindnefs, and to affift by their 
liberality, thofe whom Providence, in the 
diftribution of human lots, has placed 
under their more immediate proteftion. 
Though it would be far from truth to 
afTert, that diffipated people are never 
charitable, yet I will venture to fay, that 
diffipation is inconfiftent with the fpirit of 
charity. That affefting precept followed 
by fo gracious a promife, ^* Never turn 

*^ awav 
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" away thy face from any poor man, and 
" then the face of the Lord (hall never be 
" turned away from thee," cannot literally 
mean that we (hould give to all, as then 
we fliould foon have nothing left to give : 
but it feems to intimate the habitual at- 
tention, the duty of inquiring out all cafes 
of dillrefs, in order to judge which are fit 
to be relieved ; now for this inquiry, for 
this attention, for this fympathy, the difli* 
pated have little tafle, and lefs leifure. 

Let a reafonable conjedlure (for calcula- 
tion would fail!) be made of how large 
a diminution of the general good has been 
eflfefted in this fiiigle refpeft, by caufes 
which, though they do not feem import- 
ant in themfelves, yet make no inconfi- 
derable part of the mifchief arifing from 
modern manners : and I fpeak now to 
perfons who intend to be charitable : what 
a deduction will be made from the aggre- 
gate of charity, by a circumftancc appa- 
rently trifling, when we confider what 
would be the beneficial eiFeds of that 
15 regular 
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regular bounty which mufl: almbft tan- 
avoidably refult from the evening walks 
of a grdat and benevolent family among 
the cottages of their own domain : the 
thoufand little afts of, comparatively, un- 
expenfive kindnefs which thtftght of petty 
wants and difficulties would excite ; wants, 
which will fcarcely be felt in the relation ; 
and which will probably be neither feen, 
nor felt, nor fairly reprefented, in their 
long abfences, by an agent. And what is 
even almofl more than the good dpne, is 
the habit of mind kept up in thofe who do 
it. Would hot this habit, exercifed on 
the Chriftian principle, that " even a cup 
'' of cold water,'* given upon right 
motives^ fball not lofe its reward; while- 
the giving *' all their goods to feed the 
" popr,'^ without the true principle of 
charity, (hall profit them nothing ; would 
not this habit, I fay, and the inculcation 
^f the fpirit which produces it, be al- 
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mod the bed part of the education of 
daughters * ? 

Tranfplant this i/vealthy and bountiful 
family periodically, to the frivolous and 
uiunterefting buftlc of the watering place ; 
there it is not denied that frequent public 
and fafliionable ads of charity may niake 
a part (and it is well they do) of the 
bufinefs and amufement of the day j with 

* It would be a pleafant fiimmer amufement for 
oTir young ladies of fortune, if they were to prefide 
at fuch fpinning feafts as arc inftituted at Nuneham 
for the promotion of virtue and induftry in their own 
fex* Pleafurable anniverfanea of this kind would 
ferve to combino in the minds of the poor two 
ideas which ought never to be feparated, but which 
tlrey are not very forward to unite,— -that the great 
wifh to make them iaffiy as well as good. Occa- 
iional approximaUons of the rich and poor^ fer tlic 
purpofes of relief and inftrudron, and annual meet- 
ings for the purpofe of innocent pleafure, would do 
much towards wearing away difcontent, and the con- 
vidion that the rich really take an intercft in their 
comfort, would contribute to reconcile the lower 
clafs to that ftate in which it has pleafed God to place 
them. 

this 
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this latter, indeed, they are fometimes 
gQodrnaturedly mixed up. Biit how fliall 
we compare the regular fyftematical good 
thefe ptjerfons would be doing at their own 
home, with the light, and amufmg, and 
buftling bounties of the public place? 
The illegal rafflle at the toy-.fliop . may re* 
Heve, it is true, fome diftrefs; but this 
diftrefe, though it may be real, and if 
real it ought to be relieved, is far lelfs eafily 
afcertained than the wants of the poor 
round a perfbn's own neighbourhood, or 
the debts of a diftreffed tenant* How (hall 
we couipare the br-oad ftream of bounty 
iR^hich fliould be flowing through, and r©- 
frefliing whole diftri£ts, with the penurious 
current of the fubfcription breakfaft for 
ihe needy mufician, in which the price of 
the gift is taken out in the diverfion, and 
in which pleafure dignifies itfelf with the 
name of bounty ? How fhall we compare 
tlie attention, and time, and zeal, which 
would otherwife, perhaps, be de^^oted to 
thevillage-fchool, fpent in hawking about 
VOL. II. M benefit 



l62 ON DISSIPATION, AND THE 

benefit tickets for a broken player, while 
the kindnefs of the benefadrefs, perhaps, 
is rewarded by fcenes in which her charity 
is not always repaid by the purity of the 
exhibition ? 

Far be it from the author to wifli to 
check the full tide of charity wherever it 
is difpofed to flow! Would fhe could 
multiply the already abundant ftreams, 
and behold every fource purified ! But m 
the public reforts there are many who are 
able' and willing to give. In the fequef- 
tered, though populous village, there is, 
perhaps, only one affluent family: the 
diftrefs which they do not behold will pro- 
bably not be attended to: the diftrefs 
which fhey do not relieve will probably 
not be relieved at all : the wrongs which 
they do not redrefs will go unredreffed: 
the opprelTed whom they do not refcue 
will fink under the tyranny of the op* 
preffor. Through their own rural do- 
mains too, charity runs in a clearer cur- 
rent, 
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ireht, and is under lefs fafpicion of being 
polluted by that muddy tinfture which it 
is ' fometimeS apt to tdnttaft in paffirig 
'through the impure foil of the wdrid* 

But to refiirn 'from this top loiig digref- 
fi<jn% The old (iatnding objeftion formerly 
brought forward - by the prejudices of the 
other fexi atid too eagerly laid hold on as 
ia {belter for indolence knd igiiotante by 
ours, was, that intdledual accomplifh- 
mcnts to6 much abforbed the thoughts 
and affeftions, took women off frorti thfe 
neceffary attention to domeftic duties, and 
"fuperinduced a cont6rtipt or negled of 
whatever was ufefiiU It is p^culisLrly the 
charafter of the prefent day to deteft ab- 
furd opinions, artd expofe pliufible theo- 
ries by the fimple and decifive anfwer of 
experiment ; and it is prefumed that this 
popular error, as well as others, is daily re- 
ceiving the refutation of aftual experience. 
For it cannot furely be maintained on 
ground that is any longer tenable, that 
acquirements truly rational are calculated 
Ml. to 
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to draw .o£F the miqd from real duties. 
Whatever removes prj5Judice$, whaWv^r 
ftimulate$ induftry, whatever reftifies. the 
judgment, .■\yhatever qorrefts feltco^c^t, 
whatever purifies the t^fte, ^nd r^fe5 the 
>underftai)ding, v/ill b$..iikely to contribuip 
to moral excellence : to woman moral ex- 
cellence is the grand objeft of education; 
and of moral excellence, domeftic life is 
to woman thp proper fphere. 

Count over the lift of females who have 
made fhipwreck of their fame and virtue, 
;and have fu]:niflied the. moft lamentable 
examples of the derelijSlioQ of family .4)2- 
ties; and the number will not be fcHOid 
confiderable who have been led aftray by 
the purfuit of knowledge. And if a few 
deplorable inftances of this kind be pro- 
duced, it will commonly be found jhat 
there was little infufion in the minds of 
fu«h women of that correfting principle 
without which all other . knowledge only 
-« puffeth up/' 

.7 The 
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The time nightly expended in late {^ 
male vigils is expended by the light of fat 
otHel- lamps- than Ithofe which; are fed 'by^ 
the ftudent*s oil ; and if families, ar^ to h^\ 
fbiind who are neglefted through too muchp 
ffudy ih the mift^efe, it will probably be. 
proved to be Hoyle, and not Homer, who: 
has robbed her. children of. her time and'^ 
affeftions. For one family which has beefii 
neglefted by the mother's paffion fdCi 
books, an hundred have beeji defertedl 
through her paffion for play. The hufbandT 
of a faftiionable woman will not often find, 
that thte library is the apartment the ex?: 
pences of whifch involv.e him iik debt or dif- 
grace. Arid for one literary flattern, who 
now manifefls her indiffer^face to h^r huP^ 
band by the negleft of her perfon, there! 
are fcores of elegant fpendthrifts ,*ho ruin, 
theirs by excefs of decoration. 

May I digrefs a little while I remark, 

that I am far from affertihg that literature. 

has never filled women with vanity atid 

felf-conceit } the contrary is too obvious: 

M 3 and 
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and it happens In this as in other cafes^ 
that a few charafters confpicuoufly abr 
furd, have ferved to bring a whole order 
into ridicule. But I will affert, that ill. 
general thofe whom hooks are fqppofed 
to have fpoiled, would have been fpoiled: 
in another way without them. She whq 
18 a vain pedant becaufe fhe has read 
much, has probably that defeft in her 
mind which would have made her a vaiA. 
fool if fhe had read nothing. It is not her 
having more knowledge, but lefs fenfe, 
which makes her infufferable : and ig- 
norance would have added little to her 
value, for it is not what fhe has, but 
what fhe wants, which makes her unplear 
fant. The truth, however, probably lies 
here, that while her underftanding was 
improved, the tempers of her heart were 
neglefted, and that In cultivating the fame 
of a favante^ fhe loft the humility of a 
Chriftian. But thefe inftances too fiirniih 
only a frefh argument for the general culti- 
vation of the female mind. The wider dif^ 

fufioa 
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fiifion of found knowledge would renaove 
that temptation to be vain which may be 
excited by its rarity. 

From the union of an unfurriifhed mind 
and a cold heart there refuUs a kind of 
neceffity for diflipation. The very terra 
gives an idea of mental imbecility. That 
which a working and fatigued mind - 
requires is relaxation ; it requires fome- 
thing to unbend itfelf, to flacken its 
efforts, to relieve it from its exertions j 
while amufemen't is the buftnefs of feeble 
minds, and is carried on with a length 
and ferioufnefs incompatible with' the re- 
frefting idea of relaxation. There is 
fcarcely any one thing which comes under 
the defcription of public amufement, which 
does not fill the fpace of three or four 
hours nightly. Is not that a large pro- 
portion of refrefhment for a mind, which, 
generally fpeaking, has hardly been kept 
fo many hours together on the ftretch in. 
the morning, by bufinefs, by ftudy, by de- 
votion ? 

M 4 But 
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But while we would aflert that a woman 
of a cultivated intelleft is not driven by 
the fame neceffity as others into' the giddy 
whirl of public refort ; who but regrets'that 
real cultivation does not inevitably preferve 
her from it ? No wonder that inanity of 
charader, that vacuity of mind, that tor- 
pid ignorance, (hould plunge into diffipa- 
tion as their natural refuge; fhoiild feek to 
bury their infignificance in the crowd of 
preffing multitudes, and hope to efcape 
analyfis and detection in the undiftinguiSi^ 
ed malles of mixed affemblies ! There ^^ 
tritioH rubs all bodies fmooth, and makes 
all furfaces alike; thither fuperficiai and 
external accompliftimehts naturally fly ais 
to their proper fccne of aftion ; as to a field 
where competition in fuch perfections is 
in perpetual exercife; w^here the laurels 
of admiration are to be won ; whence ibe 
trophies of vanity may be carried oflF tari- 
umphantly. 

It would indeed be matter of little com- 
parative regret, if this corrupt air wcw 

breathed 
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breathed only by thofe whofe natural ele- 
ment It feems to be ; but who can for- 
bear lamenting that ihe power of fafliion 
attrafts into this impure, and unwhole- 
fome atmofphere, minds alfo of a better 
make, of higher ainis and ends, of more 
etherial temper? that it attracts even 
thofe who, renouncing enjoyments for 
which they. have a genuine tafte, and 
which would make them really happy,- 
negleft focicty they love and purfuits they 
admire, in order that they mzyfeem happy 
and be fafluonable in the chace of pleafures 
they defpifc, and in company they dif- 
approve! But no corrednefs of tafte, no 
depth of knowledge, will infallibly preferve 
a woman from this contagion, unlefs her 
heart he impreffed with a.' deep Chriftiaa 
coaviftion that (he is accountable for the 
application of knowledge as well as for the 
dedication of time. Perhaps if there be 
any one principle which fhonld more 
fedulbufly than another be woiked into the 

youthful 
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youthful mind, it is the doftrine of parti- 
cular as well as of general refponfibility. 

The contagion of diflipated manners is 
fo deep, fo wide, and fatal, that if I were 
called upon to aflign the predominant 
caufe of the greater part of the misfor- 
tunes and corruptions of the great and 
gay in our days, I fliould not look for it 
principally in any obvioufly great or ftriking 
circumftance ; not in the praflice of no* 
torious vices, not originally in the derc** 
liftion of Chriftian principle ; but I (hould 
without hefitation afcrlbe it to a growing, 
regular, fyfteraatic feries of amufements; 
to an inceiTant,. boundlefs, and not very 
difreputable dissipation. Other corrup* 
tions, though more formidable in appear* 
ance, are yet lefs fatal in fome xefpeds, 
becaufe they leave us intervals to refled 
on their turpitude, and fpirit to lament 
their exceflfes ; but difTipation- is the more 
liopelefs, as by engrofling ahnoft the entire 
life, and eniervating the whole moral and 
intelleftual fyflem, it leaves neither time 

fof 
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for refleftion, nor fpace for felf-examina- 
tjon, nor tamper for jthe cherifliing of right 
aflfeftioiis, nor leifqre for the operaMon of 
found principles, nor interval for regret, 
nor vigour to refift terapttLtion, nor energy 
to ftruggle for amendment. 

The great maftei of the fcience of plea-. 
fure among the anqients, who redi^c^d it; 
into a fyftem, which he called the chief 
good of many direfted . that there (bpuld be 
interval enough between the fucceffion of 
delights to fharpen inclination; and ac- 
cordingly inftiiuted periodical days of ab- 
ftinence ; well knowing that gratification . 
was bed promoted by previous felf-deniaU 
But fo little do our votaries of fafliion 
underftand the true nature of pleafure, 
that one amufement is allowed to overtake 
another without any interval, either for 
recolleSion of the pafl or preparation for 
the future. Even on their own felfifli 
principle, therefore, nothing can be worfe 
underftood than this continuity of en- 
joyment : for to fuch a degree of labour is 

the 
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the purfuit carried, that the pleafur^ 
exhauft inftead of exhilarating, and the 
recreations require to be- relied from. 

For, not to argue the queftion on the 
ground of reKgion, but merely on that of 
prefent enjoyment; look abroad and fee 
iirho are the people that complain of 
vearinefs, liftleflhefs, and dejeftion. Yon 
will not find them among the clafs of fuch 
2S are overdone with work, but ii?ith" ple»7. 
fure. The natural and healthful fktigues 
of bufinefs may be recruited by fimple and 
cheap gratifications ; but a fpirit worn 
down with the toils of amufement, requires 
pleafures of poignancy; varied, multiplied, 
fiimulating 1 

. It has been obferved by medical writdra^. 
that that fober excefs in which many in*' 
dulge, by eating and drinking a little 
too much at every day*s dinner and every 
night's fupper, more eflfedually imder- 
mines the health, than thofe more rare 
excefles by which others now and then 
break in upon a life of general ibbriety* 

This 



This illuftraliofl is^i^t iirtrocjup^ij wiA 
a defign, to recoimn^nd pcga^Qpal 4eviar 
tiQ!>S: into gEQfe;.yio95 by way of a piouis 
receipt for mending the mforals; but 
merely to fi^ggeft that there is a proba-' 
bility that thpfe who are foinetifnes driveifi 
by unrefifted paifion into irregularities 
which fhock their cooler realbn, are 
inore liable to be roufed to a fenfe of 
their danger, thaa perfons whofe percep- 
tions of evil are blunted through a round 
of fyftematical, unceafing, and yet not 
Icandalpus diffipatlon. And when I afErm 
that this fyfbem of regular indulgence re- 
laxes the foul, enflaves the heart, bewit(;he$ 
the fenfes, and thus difqualifies for piou$ 
thought or ufeful adion, without having 
any thing in it fo grofs as to. (hock th^ 
confcience ; and when I hazard an opinion 
that this ftat^ is more formidable, becaufe 
kfs alarming, than that which bears upon 
it a more determined charader of evil, I 
no more mean to fpeak of the latter in 
flight and pallia.ting terms, than I would 

intimate, 
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intimate, becaufe the fick fometimes re« 
cover iFrom a fever, but feldom from a 
palfy, that a fever is therefore a fafe or a 
healthy flare* 

But there Teems to be an error in 
the firft concodion, out of which' iht 
fubfequent errors fucccflively grow. Firfi 
then, as has been obferved before, the 
ftiowy education of women tends chiefly 
to qualify them for the glare of public 
aflemblies; fecondly, they feem in matiy 
inftances to be fo educated, with a view td 
the greater probability of their being 
fplendidly married ; thirdly, it is alleged, 
in vindication of thofe diflipated praftices, 
that daughters can only be feen, and ad- 
mirers procured at balls, operas, and 
aflemblies : and that therefore, by a natural 
and neceffary confequence, balls, operas, 
and aflemblies muft be followed up with- 
out intermiflion till the objeft be efieded. 
For the accomplilhraent of this objeft it 
is that all this complicated machinery had 
been prcvioufly fet a-going, and kept in 

motioA 
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motion with ait a^ivity not at all flackencd 
by the difordered ftate of the fyftem ; for 
fome machines, inftead of being ftoppc(|, 
go fafter becaufe the main fprjng. is out of 
^ order; the only difference being that they 
go wrong, and fo the eacreafcd rapidity 
adds only to this quantity of error. 

It is alfo, as we: have already remarked, 
an error to fancy that the love of pleafure 
exhaufts itfelf by indulgence, and that the 
very young are. chiefly addided to-it. 
The contrary appears to be true. The 
defire often grows with the purfuit in the 
fame degree as motion h quickened by 
the continuance of the gravitating force. 

Firfl then, it cannot be thought unfak 
to trace back the exceflive fondnefs for 
amufement to that mode erf" education 
we have elfewhere reprobated; Few of 
the accomplifhments falfely fo called, 
aflift the developement of the faculties : 
they do nor cxercife the judgment, nor 
bring into action thofe powers which fie the 
heart and mind for the occupations of life; 

they 
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they do not prepare women to love home^ 
to under (land its occupations, to enliven 
its uniformity, to fulfil its duties, to 
multiply its comforts : they^o not lead to 
that fort of experimental logic, if I may fo 
fpeak, compounded of obfervation and re- 
flexion, which m^kes up the moral fcience 
of life and manners. Talents which have 
difplay for their objeft defpife the narrow 
ilage of home: they demand mankind for 
their fpedaiors, and the world for their 
theatre. 

While we cannot help flirinking a little 
from the idea of a delicate young creature, 
lovely in perfon, and engaging in mind and 
manners, facridcing nightly at the public 
flirine of Fafhion, at once the votary and 
the vidim ; we cannot help figuring to 
ourfelves how much more interefting fhe 
would appear in the eyes of a man of 
fenfe and feeling, did he behold her in the 
more endearing fituations of domefUc life. 
And who can forbear wifliing, that the 
good fenfe, good tafle, and delicacy of the 

men 
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tfieh had ratbef lead thetniOipit&r fbdubg 
tompii&ibns for life id itfae: .almioft . . Is^red 
quiet of 'n Virtuous hwrieF'-fSew 
mtght have had th^ meaoJisnof ffietng and 
^Idiniriiig tftofe^iiiiable beings xnithe bed: 
poiiht df ^wtk MSf/v'chey^m^hthave been 
enabted to fofm a jufter eftimateiof fihnale 
iJirorth, than ::& likely td bis' ^btamed m 
fteneswlte^fucih qualities ' and. tale^^ aS 
tnight be ^^itpeCtdd' td add to iilieMftock of 
domeftic ccmifeit thuft ned^flarily be 'kept 
in the batk ground^ and where iuch only 
e^h be brought into View as are not par- 
ticularly calcuiated to infulre the certainty 
of hoine delights. 



O ! did they keep their peffons frefh and new^ 
How would they pluck allegiande from men's hearts. 
And win by'rarenefs! • 

But by what unaccduntable infatuation 
is it that men too, even men of under- 
flandingy join in the confederacy againfi: 
their own happinefs^ by looking for their 
home companions in the reforts of vanity ? 

VOL. II, N "Why 
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WIiy-do.noirfuch:men rife fuperior tp the 
iUufions-iof fafhion ? Why do they not 
tirniformljr ieek ^her who is to prefide ia 
fi^ir families in rtbe bofom of her owii? ia 
tile praAice o£ .every domeftic d^ty^^ in tha 
tf^serciTe;; of .every amiable^ Mirlue, in the 
exertion i of eveiy elegant . accompliihment I 
thofe acGoitaplifhments of which we have 
been reprobating^ not the pofleiEon^ but 
(be application^ 'ibere they would find heB 
exerting tbemito. their true end, to enlivea 
bufinefs^.jto animate ret^reme^t, .to embelr: 
lifh the charming fcene of family delights^ 
to heighten thainterefting.pleaftires of fo- 
cial intercourfe, and, rifing in juft gradation 
to their nobleft objeft, to adorn the dodkrinc 
of God her Saviour. 

If, indeed, women were mere outHde, 
form and face only, and if mind made up 
no part of her compofition, it would fcU 
bw that a ball-room was quite as appro* 
priate a place for choofing a wife, as an 
exhibition room for choofuig a pidure. 

Butv 
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But, inafmuch as women are not mere 
portraits, their Value not being deter- 
minable by a- glance of the eye, it follows 
that a different mode of appreciating their 
value, and a diflferent place for viewing 
them antecedent to their bemg individu- 
ally fele^ed, is defirable. ITic two cafes 
differ alfo in this, that if a man feled a 
pifture for himfelf from among all its ex- 
hibited competitors, and bring it to his 
own houfe, the pifture being paffive, he 
IS able to fix it there : while the • wife^ 
picked up at a public place, and accuftomed 
to inceffant difplay, will not, it is probable, 
when brought home, flick fo quietly to the 
fpot where he fixes her; but will efcape 
to the exhibition-room again, and continue 
to be difplayed at every fubfequent exhi- 
bition, jufl as if fhe were not become pri- 
vate property, arid had never been defini- 
tively difpofed of. 

It is the novelty of a thing which aflo- 

nifhes us, and not its abfurdity: objects 

may be fo long kept before the eye that 

K a it 
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it begins no longer to obferve them } or 
may be brought into fuch clofe conta^ 
with it, that.it does not difcern them*. 
Long habit fo reconciles us to . almod any 
thing,: that, the groflfeft improprieties ceafe 
to ftrike;us when they once make a part' 
of the common courfe of aftion^r, This, 
by the wajj is a ftrong reafon for carefully, 
lifting every opinion /and every pra&icq 
before we let them incorporate into the 
mafs of our habits, for after that time they, 
will be no more examined*. Would it nofr' 
be accounted prepofterous foe a youngs 
man to fay he had fancied fuch a lady; 
would dance a better, minuet becaufe he 
had feen her behave devoutly at Churchy, 
and therefor e^ had chofen her for his paw^t- 
nier ? and yet he is not thought at all ab- 
furd when he intimates th^t he chofe a.^ 
partner for life becaufe he was pleafed* 
with her at a balL Surely the place of 
choofing and the motive of choice, woukl - 
bie jufl as appopriate in on^ cafe as in the 

othfiCitv' 
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Other, arid the miftake/ if the judgment 
failed, not quite to ferious* 

There is, among the more elevated 
claffes of fociety, a certain fet of perfons 
-who are pleafed exclufively to call theiti- 
fclves, and whom others by a fort of com- 
pelled courtefy ate pleafed to ^call, Ybe 
jfine ivorld. This fmalj detachment con- 
fider their fituation with refpeft to the 
reft of mankind, ijuft 'as fhe ancient <3rre- 
xians did theirs-^ that is, as the Grecians 
thought there were but two Ibrts of 
beings, and that all who were not Gre- 
-cians were barbarians -, To this certain fet 
conceives of fociety as refolving itfelf into 
two diftinft clafles, xhtjine world and the 
people; to which laft clafs they turn over 
all who do not belong to their litih coterie^ 
however high their rank, or fortune, or 
merit. Celebrity, in their eftimation, is 
not beftowed by birth or talents, btit by 
being connefted with them. They have 
Jaws, immunities, privileges, and almoft a 
language of their own ; they form a kind 
N 3 of 
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of diftinft cq/ty and with a fort of e/prit du 
corps detach themfelves from others, even 
in general fociety, by an affeflation: of 
diftance and coldnefs; and only whifper 
and fmile ih their own little grbups of 
the initiated ; their confines are jealoufly 
guarded, and their privileges are incom* 
municable. 

In this fociety a young man lofes. his 
natural charadler, which, whatever it 
might have been originally, is melted 
down and caft into the one prevailing 
mould of Fafliion ; all the ftrong, native^ 
difcriminating qualities of his mind being 
made to take one fhape, one ftamp, one 
fuperfcription ! However varied and dif* 
tincl might have been the materials which 
nature threw into the crucible, plaftic 
Fafliion takes care that they (hall all he 
the fame, or at l^aft appear the fame, 
when they come out of the mould. A 
young man in fuch an artificial ftatc of 
fociety, accuftomed to the voluptuous eafe, 
refined luxuries, foft accommodations, 

obfe* 
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obfequlousf attendance,: and: aill the. , linre- ' 
ilrained indulgencies - of': a iafliionable 
dub, is not to-be- dxpefted after mar- 
riage to take very, co^disdiy 4o- a hcmie, 
unlefs ' very extraordinary.: -exertions ' are 
xnaide toamufea to attach^ and :to intereil 
him ; and he is not likely to lend a very 
helping hand to . the happinelk : of ,tbe 
Ainion, ivhofe mod laborious exertions 
have hitherto been little more than a 
felfifh ftratagem to reconcile health with 
fileafure. Excefs of gratification ha$ only 
ferved to make him irritable and exacting ^ 
it will of courfe be no part of his projeft 
to ms^-e facrifices, he will &xpe£): to re- 
ceive them: and what would appear in- 
•credible to the Paladins of gafUant times, 
arid the Chevaliers Preux of more heroic 
days, even in the neceflary bufmefs of 
•eftablifliing himfelf for life, he fometimes 
•is more difpofed to expedt attentions than 
to mal^ advances. 

N 4 Thus 



184 ON J^IS&IPATION, AND THE 

Thus the indolent fon of falhion, with 
a tboufand fine, but dormant qualities, 
which a bad tone of manners forbids tdnfk 
to bring into e^cercife } with real energies 
which that tone does not allow him to 
difcover, and an unreal apathy which it 
commands him to feign; yrith the heart 
of an heroy perhaps, if called into the 
field, dSeOs at home the manners pf 4 
Sybarite ; and he who, with a Roman^ 
or what is more, with a J^ritifh valour, 
would leap into the gulph at the call of 
public duty. 

Yet in the foft and piping time pf peace^ 

when faihion has refumed hqr rights, 
would murmur if a rofe }eaf lay double 
under him. 

The clubs above alluded to, as has 
been faid, generate and cberifh luxuriousf 
habits, from their perfeft eafe, undrefs, 
liberty, and inattention tp the diflin£tion$ 

of 
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of rank : they promote a love of play, and 
ill ihort, . every temper and fpirit which 
tends to undomejikate ; and what adds to 
the mtfchief is, all this is attained at a 
cheap rate compared with what may h% 
procured at home in the fame ftyle. 

Thefe indulgencies, and this habit of 
mind, gratify fo many paffions, that a wo- 
man can »ever hope fuccefsfully to coua- 
teraft the evil by fupplying at home gratifi- 
cations which are of th^ fame kind^ or which 
gratify the fame habits. Now a paffion for 
gratifying vanity, and a fpirit of diflipation 
is a paffion of the fame kind ; and there- 
fore, though for a few weeks, a man who 
has cbofen his wife in the public haunts, 
and this wife 2^ woman made up of acconi'. 
flifhrrients^ may, from the novelty, of the 
connexion and of the fcene^ continue do- 
meftic ; yet in a little time ft^^ will find 
that thpfe palpons, to which fhe has trufted 
for making pleafant the married life of her 
liufband, will crave the ftill higher plea- 
fures of the club j and while thefe are pur- 

fuedj^ 
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fued, flie will be configned over to folitary 
evenings at home, or driven back to the 
old difSpations. 

To conquer the paflion for club grati* 
fication«5 a woman muft not ftrive to feed 
it with fufficient aliment of the fame kind 
in her fociety, either at home or abroad ; 
flie muft fupplant and overcome it by 
a paflion of a different nature, which Pro- 
vidence has kindly planted within us; I 
mean, by infpxring him with the love of 
firefide enjoyments. But to q«ialify herfelf 
for adminiftering thefe, fhe muft cultivate 
her underftanding, and her heart, and her 
temper, acquiring at the feme time that 
modicum of ac<:omplifliments fuited to his 
tafte, which may qualify her for poflefling, 
both for him and for herfelf, greater ^va- 
rieties of fafe recreation. 

One grjgat caufe of the want of attach* 
ment in thefe modifli couples is, that by 
living in the world at large, they are not 
driven to depend on each other as the 
chief fource of comfort* Now it is pretty 

clear^ 
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cfear, in fpite of modern theorteg, that the 
very frame and being of focieties, wllether 
great or fmall, public or private, is jointed 
and glued togethet by dependence. Thofe 
attachments, which arife from, and are 
eompafted by, a fenfe of mutual wants, 
mutual afFeftion, mutual benefit,, and mu- 
ILual obligation, are the cement which 
■fecure the union of the family as well as 
of the fiate. 

. Uafortunately, when two young perfons 
of the' above defcription marry, the union 
,is fometimes confidered rather as the end 
thau;the beginning of an engagement : the 
attachment of each to the other is rather 
viewed as an objedl already cocnpleted, 
than as one which marriage is to confirm 
ipore clofely. But the companion for life 
is not always chofen from the pureft: mo- 
tive ; fhe is feleded, perhaps, becaufe Ihe 
is admired by other men, rather than be- 
caufe fhe poffefles in an eminent degree 
thofe peculiar qualities which are likely to 
conftitute the individual happinefs of the 

man 
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man who choofes her. Vanity ufiirps. Ae 
place of aflfedlion ; and indolence fwallows 
up the judgment. Not happinefs,- bqt 
fome eafy fubftitute for happinefs, is put- 
fued ; and a choice which may excite envy, 
rather than produce fatisfaftion, is adopted 

as the means of effefting it. 

The pair, not matched but joined^ ffet 
out feparately with their independent and 
individual purfuits. Whether it niad& a 
part of their original plan or not, that they 
ifliould be indifpenfably neceffary^ to each 
tjther's comfort, the fenfe of this neceflity, 
probably not very ftrong at fhrft, rather 
<liraini(hes than increafes by time; they 
live fo much in the world, and fo little 
together, that to ftand w^U with their own 
fct continues the favourite projed of each ; 
while to ftand well with each other is con- 
fidered as an under part of the plot in the 
drama of life. Whereas, did they ftart in 
the conjugal race with the fixed idea that 
they were to look to each other for their. 
f hief worldly happinefs, not only prin- 
ciple, 
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cipl^.'biut prudjenc^, and eyen felfiihnefs^ 
would convince thepi pf the neceflity p£ 
fejiulp^fly cultivating each other^s efteem 
^d;,afl^ion as th^ grand means of pro--' 
moungj that happinefs. But vanity, and 
the defire of flattery and applaufe, ftill 
continue to operate.- Even after the huf- 
band is brought to feel a perfed indiffer- 
ence ftwp his wife, he ftill likes to fee her 
decorated in a ftyle which may ferve to^ 
juftify his choice. He encourages her 
to fet off her perfon, not fo much for 
las own gratification, as that his felf-Iove 
n^iy be flattered, by her continuing to> 
attraS; the admiration of thofe whofe opi-- 
nion is the ftandard by which he meafure& 
his feme, and which fame is to ftand htnai 
in the ftead of happinefs. Thus is flie 
neccfljirily expofed- to the two-fold tempt- 
ation of being at once negledlcd by her 
bufband, and exhibited as an objed of^' 
attraction to other men. If flie efcape this; 
complicated danger, flie will be indebted- 

for? 
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for her prefervation not to his prudence^ 
but to her own principles. 

In fome of thefe modifh marriages, 
inftead of the decorous neatnefs, the plea- 
fiiht intercourfe, and the mutual warmth of 
communication of the once focial dinner*; 
the late and uninterefting meal is^ ^lii- 
monly hurried over by the languid and 
fiovenly pair, that the one may have time 
to drefs for his club, and the other for 
her party. And in thefe cold abftrafted 
iefcs-a-fcfesy they often take as little pains 
to entertain each other, as if the one was 
precifely the only human being in the world 
in whofe eyes the other did not feel it ne- 
ceflary to appear agreeable. 

Now if thefe young and perhaps really 
amiable perfons could ftruggle againft the 
imperious tyranny of fefhion, and contrive 
to pafs a little time together, fo as to get 
acquainted with each other ; and if each 
would live in the lively and confdentious 
exercife of thofe talents and attra£tions 

which 
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which they fometimes know how to pro^ 
duce.onoccafions not quite fo juftifiable;^ 
they wottid, I am perfiiadedj often find out 
each other to be very agreeable people.^ 
And both of them^ delighted ,and delight- 
ing^ , receiving and beftowing happinefs^ 
wojold no longer be driven to the neceffity 
of perpetually efcaping from home as from? 
the only feene which oflfers no poffible 
materials for pleafure. The fleady and 
growing attachment, improved by un- 
bounded confidence and mutual inter^ 
change of fentiments; judgment ripening, 
and experience ftrengthening that efteeiu 
which tafte and inclination firft infpired^ 
each party ftudying to promote the eternal 
as well as temporal happinefs of the other ;, 
each correfting the errors, improving the 
principles, and confirming the faith of the 
beloved obje£t: this would enrich the 
feeling heart with gratifications which the 
iafolvent world has not to beftow; fuch 
an heart would compare its interefting do- 
msttk fcenes with the vapid pleafures of 

public 
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public reforf, till it would fly to its ovm 
home, not from neceflity, but tafte ; not 
from cuftom, but choice } not from duty^ 
but delight. 

It may feem a conjtradidlion to have 
afferted, that beings of all ages, tempers, 
and talents, Ihould with fuch unremitting 
induftry follow up any way of life, if they 
did not find fome enjoyment in it j yet I 
appeal to the bofoms of thefe inceffimt 
hunters in the chace of pleafure, whether 
they are really happy* No : — ^in the fiiU 
tidg and torrent of diverfion, in the full 
blaze of gaiety and fplendor, 

The heart, dlflrufting, aiks if this be joy ? 

But there is an anxious reftleflhefs excited 
by the purfuit, which, if not intereftmg, is 
buftling. There is the dread, and partly 
the difcredit, of being fufpefted of having 
one hour unmortgaged, not 6n\y to fuc- 
ceffive, but contending engagements ; thi» 
it is, and not the pleafure of the eiigage- 
. ment itfelf, which is the objedt. There & 
8 anf 
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pofes itfelf on the vacant heart for Jlappl« 
tiefs. ithi^e is a tpmult kept* up in the 
fjfMiks which is a bufy thoiugh treacherous 
fabftitute for comfort. TU<2 tnuitiplicitj 
of foUdtatioiis foothes vanity^ The tery 
fegttt that they cannot be all acce{)led ha6 
tU ^harm« ; for dignity is Hatttted bacajife 
refttfal implies importance, and pte-ai;- 
gagement mtimates celebrity^ Then there 
is the joy of being invited when others 4re 
negleded; the triumph of (hewing our 
left modifli friend that we are going where 
(he cannot come; and the feigned regret 
at being obliged to go, aflumed before her 
who is . half wild at being obliged to flay 
away. There is the fecret art of exciting 
envy in the very aft of befpeaking com* 
paflionj and of challenging rcfpeft by re- 
prefenting their engagements as duties, 
oppreffive indeed, but indifpenfable. Thefe 
are fome of the fupplemental fliifts for 
happinefs with which vanity contrives to 
VOL. II. o feed 
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feed her hungry followers, too ^ager te bt 
nice *. 

In the iuccelfion of open houfes, in which 
pleafure is to be ftarted and pur Aied on 
any giren night, the adtual place is never 
taken intd the account of enjoyment; the 
fcene of which is always fuppofed to- lie lA 
any place where her votaries happen not 
to bCi^ Pleafure has no prefent tenfe; 
but in the houfe which her purfuers have 
juit quitted, and in the houfe to which 
they are juft haftening, a ftranger might 
conclude the flippery goddefs had really 
fixed her throne, and that her wor/hippers. 
confidered the exifting fcene, which they 
feem compelled to fuffer, but from which 

♦ The precaution tfhkh is taken againft the pot 
iibih'ty of being unengaged by the long interval be- 
tween the invitation and the period of its accpmph'fli- 
inent, reminds *ti8 of what hiflorians remark of th"e 
citizens of ancient Crotona, who ufed to fend thefr 
Invitations a year before the tinle, that; the guefts 
might prepare bodi their drefs and their appetite for 
the vifit. 

they 
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.they are eager to efirape* aa really dctainmg 
them from fome pofitive joy to which they 
are flying in the next crowd ; till, if he me^ 
them thereat he would find the component 
parts of each ivecifcly the fame. He 
would hear the fame dated phrafes inter- 
rupted, not anfwered, by the &me ftated 
replies, the unfim0)ed fentence ^f driven 
" adverfe to the winds," by preffing mul- 
titudes; the fame warm regret mutually 
exchanged by two friends (who had 
been exprefsly denied to each other all the 
winter) that they had not met before; 
the fame fofc and fmiling forrow at being 
torn away from each other now.; the fame 
avowed anxiety to renew the meeting, with 
perhaps the fame iecret refolution to avoid 
it. He would hear defcribed with the 
fame pathetic earneflnefs the difEculties 
of gettmg into this houfe, and the dangers 
of getting out of the laft ! the perilous 
retreat of former nights, eSe&ed amidft 
the fhock of chariots, and the clang 
of contending coachmen! a retreat m« 
o 2 deed 
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deed effeOcd with a fkill and peril Mte 
inferior to that of the ;ten ihoufandiZSA 
detailed with for jufter triumph : for that 
which happened only onee hi a fife to the 
Grecian hero, occurs td thefe Britifli h^xo^ 
ines erery night. There is one point of 
'lefemblance^ indeed, between them : \k 
which the comparifon £db ; for the ct»n« 
mander, with a maHvaife honie at which a 
true female veteran would* blufh, is fe^^ 
markable for never naming him/elf* 

VTixh " myfterious reverence*^* I fitf- 
bear to defcant on thofe feribus and 
Jnterefting rites, for the more anguft 
and folemn celebration of which, Fa- 
fliion nightly convenes thefe fplendid my- 
riads to her more fumptuoos temples. 
Rites! which, when engaged in with 
due devotion, abforb fhe whole fotil, and 
call every paflion into exercife, except 
indeed thofe of love, and peace, and 
kindnefs^ and geritlenefs. Infpiring rites ! 
which ftimulate fear, roufe hope, kindle 
zeal, quicken dulnefs, fliarpen difcern- 
* ^ 1 2 * men! , 
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fnent, exercife metnorjr, inflame cu- 
ripfity 1- Rites! in 'fliort, jn the dufe 
performanee of which all .the \ energies 
land attentions, all the powers and ^bi^ 
litiesy ail the abftradion and exertion; 
all the diligence $ind devotednefs, all 
the facrifice of time, all the contempt of 
eafe, all the ^eglea of^ fleep, all the 
oblivion of care, all the rifles of fortune 
(half iof which, if directed to their true 
objefts, would change the very fece of 
the world): all thefe are concentrated 
to one point j a point in which the 
wife and the weak, the learned and the 
ignorant, the fair and the frightful, 
the fprightly and ^the dull, the rich and 
the poor, the patrician and plebeian, 
meet in one common and uniform equa- 
lity ; an equality as religioufly refpefted 
in thefe folemnities, i^ which all difr 
tindions are levelled at a blow, (and 
pf which the very fpirit is therefore de-- 
mocradcal,) as it is combated in all other 
inftappes. 

o 3 Bjfhpl4 
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Bebold four Kings in maj«fty rcv^Pd, 
With hoary ^bilkers and a forked beard ; 
And four fair Queens, wbofe hands fuflain a flowVn 
Th' exprcflive emblem of their fofter pow*r ; 
Four Knaves in gaahu fuccind, a trufty band. 
Caps on their heads, and halberts in their hand } 
And party-colour'd troops, a ihining train. 
Prawn forth to combat on th^ velvet plain *« 

* Rape of the! Lock. 



Vn public amwejuenis. , 

I 

It. IS not prdpbTed to^ ente^^^ lohg^ 
Kzontefted field 6f cofttroVei^fy'' as^^tp '^^Ke 
individual amufertients which may be coii- 
fidered as fafe and lawful for thofe women 
<if the higher daft' i^hb Mkle S ftrii^ pro- 
feffion of Chriftiaiiity. ''' T^ejud^'ifeiitlhie^ 
will be fikdy to^ foriA for thenifelVes oa 
the fubjeft, and the plan tfiey wHl con- 
fequently adopt, will depend m&h' oh tlie 
cleamcfs or obfctirity of their ifeligioufi 
views, and oft the greater or lefs progreli 
they have made in their Chriftiari courfe. 
It is in their choice of amufemettts tbat you 
are able, in fome meafure, to get acquainted 
with the real 'difp6fitions of mankind/ In 
their bujinefsy in the leading employments of 
life, their path is in a good degree dh'llked 
04 out 
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out for them : there is in this refpefl a fort 
of general charafter, wherein the greater 
parr, more or lefs, muft coincide. But in 
their /Z?^r^j tlie choice is 'voluntary, the 
tafte is felf-dire^ed, the propenfity is inde* 
pendent ; and of courfe the habitual ftate, 
the genuine bent and bjas of the tempef, 
are moft likely to be feen in thofe purfuita 
which every p^rfqn is at liberty to chppfe 
for himfelf^ .r^l]^ 

When a truly religious principle fliall 
Iiaye^ acquired .l[ueh a dcgrccr ^ of force 
as to . produQ? tint . cooifckntious and 
habitual , improvement of. time before -re» 
cpmmended,. it .will difcover itfelf by an 
increafing indifference and even deadnefs 
to thofe pleafures which are interefting 
to the world at large. A woman uxidff 
the piiedominating influence of fuch 4 
principle, will begin to difcoyer ths^t tlw 
fame thing which in itfelf is innoc^t may 
yet be comparatively wrong. She will 
begin to feel that there are many amuIJ> 
ments and eniployments which, though 

they 
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they have nothing cenfurable in themfelves, 
,yet if they be allowed tp intrench on hpu^s 
which ought, ta be dedicated to Aill better 
purpcffes ; or if they are protrafted to an 
vadae length; pr above all, if by foften- 
issg and .relaxing her mind and difQpating 
:hpr:: fpirits, they fp indi%)ofe her for better 
llttrruits 4s to render fubfequentr duties a 
burden, they become in that cafe cle<^rly 
wrong for her, whatever they may be fpr 
others.. Now as temptations of this fort 
pre the peculiar dangers of better kind of 
charafters, the facrifice of fuch little gra- 
tifications aS; may have no great harm in 
tbeniy come in among the daily calls to felf- 
denial in a Chriftian. 

The fine arts, for inftance, polite litera- 
turej elegant fociety, thefe are among 
the lawful, and liberal, and becoming 
recreations of higher life ; yet if even 
thefe be cultivated to the negled or 
exclufion of feverer duties ; if they inter- 
fere with ferious ftudies, or difqualify the 
mind for religious exercifes, it is an intima- 
tion 
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lion that' they have been too mutb ift* 
dulged ; and, under fuch circuniftances, 
it might be the part of Chriflian drcum- 
fpeftion to inquire if the time deVdtesd 
to them ought not to be aibridged. Above 
all, a tender cohfcience will never lofe 
fight of one fafe rule of detci'milning ini all 
doubtful* cafes : if the point be fo xuQe 
that though we hope upbii the iifhdk 
•there may be ho harm iti engaging In 
it, we may at leafl: be always quitfe fure 
that there can be no harm in letting it 
alone. The adoption of this (imple rule 
would put a period to much unprofitable 
cafuiftry. 

The principle of being refponfible for 
the ufe of time once fixed in the mind, 
the confdentious ChrJftian will be making 
a continual progrefs in the great art of 
turning time to account. In the firft fldges 
of her religion fhe will have abflained from 
pleafures which began a little to wound 
the confcience, or which affumed a quef* 
tionabk fhape j but fhe will probably- have 

abitainecl 
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abftained with regret, and with a fecret 
xvifli that confcience could have permitted 
her to keep well with pleafure and religion 
too. But you may difcern in her fub- 
fequent courfe that (he has reached a more 
advanced ftage, by her beginning to 
neglefl: even fuch pleafures or employ- 
nifents as have no moral turpitude in 
them, but are merely what are called 
innocent. This relinquifliment arifes, not 
fo much from her feeling ft ill more the 
reftraints of religion, as from the im- 
povement in her religious tafte. Pleafures 
cannot now attach her merely from their 
being innocent, unlefs they are likewife in- 
terefting, and to be interefting they muft 
be confoaant to her fu per induced views. 
She is not contented to fp^nd a large 
portion of her time harmlefsly, it muft be 
fpent profitably alfo. Nay, if fhe be 
indeed earneftly " prefGng towards the 
** mark,'* it will not be even enough for 
her that her prefent purfuit be good 
if fhe be convinced that it might be ftill 

better. 
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better. Her contempt of ordinary en* 
joyments will increafe in a direfl: propoTv 
tion to her increafed.relifti for thofe plear 
fures which religion enjoins and beftows. 
So th&t at length if it were pofliblc^ to 
fuppofe that an angel could cooie ;dowQ 
to take off as it were the interdid, and to 
invite her to refume all the pleafures ibe 
had renounced, and to refume them witi) 
complete impunity, flie would reject, the 
invitation, becaufe, from an improvement 
in her fpiritual tafle, flie would defpife 
thofe delights from which (he had at firft 
abftained through fean Till her will and 
affecUons come heartily to be engaged in 
the fervice of God, the progrefs will not 
be comfortable ; but when once they are 
lb engaged, the attachment to this fer^ 
vice will be cordial, and her heart will 
not defire to go back and toil again 
in the drudgery of the world. For 
her religion has not fo much given her 
a new creed, as a new heart, and ^ new 
life. / 

As 



As her views are become new, fo hef 
tempers, difpofitioiis, taflres, aftions, pur-. 
fuits^ choice of company, choice of amufe- 
ment$, are new alfo ; her employment of 
traie is changed J her turn of converfetxon 
Is altered ; •' old things are pafled away, 
" all things are become new/' In dlffi- 
pated and worldly Ibciety, fhe will feldom 
fail to feel a fort of uneafmefs, which will 
produce one of thefe two effects ; fhe 
will either, as proper feafons prefent 
themfelves, ftruggle hard to introduce 
fuch fubjeds as may be ufeful to others ; 
or^ fuppofing that (he finds herfelf unable 
to eflfeft this, fhe will, as far as (lie pru- 
dently can, abfent herfelf frofh all un- 
profitable kind of fociety. Indeed her 
manner of conducing herfelf under thefe 
circumftances may fcrye to furnifli her 
with a teft of her own fincerity. For 
while people are contending for a little 
more of this amufement, and pleading for 
a little ektenfion of that gratification, and 
fighting in order that they may hedge in 

a little 
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a little more territory to their pleafure* 
grounJ, they are exhibiting a kind of evi. 
dence againft themfelves, that they zr6 not 
yet " renewed in the fpirit of their miod." 
tt has been warmly urged as an objec- 
tion to certain religious books, and par« 
ticularly againft a recent work of high 
worth and celebiity, by a diflinguiihed 
layman *, that they have fet the ftandard, 
of felf-denial higher than reafon or even 
than Chriftianity requires. Thefe works 
do indeed elevate the general tone of re- 
ligion to a higher pitch than Is quite con- 
venient to thofe who are at infinite pain» 
to conftrudl a comfortable and comprcr 
henfive plan, which ihall unite the quef- 
tionable pleafures of this world whh the 
promifed happinels of the next. I fay, it 
has been fometimes objeded, even ky thofe 
readers who on the whole greatly admirer 
the particular work alluded to, that it is. 
unreafonably ftrift in the preceptive and 
prohibitory parts j and efpecially that it in- 

♦ Practical View, Sec. by Mr. Wilberforce. 

dividually 
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diVi4aaU)r and fpectficaUy forbids certaiti 
fdifhioMbh amufements^ with a fevcrity not 
to b^ found in the fcriptures ; and is fcru- 
puloufly jigid in condemning diverfions 
againd winch nothing is faid in the New 
Teflamem. Each objeftor, however, is fo 
lar reafonable, as only to beg quarter for 
her own favourite diverfion, and generoufly 
abandons the defence of thofe in which fhe 
herfelf has no particular pleafure* 

But thefe objedors do not feem to 
underftand the true genius of Chriiliinity. 
They do not confider that it is the charac- 
ter of the Gofpel to exhibit a fcheme of 
principles, of which it is the tendency to 
iiifufe fuch a fpirit of holinefe as muft 
be utterly incompatible, not only with 
cuftoms decidedly vicious, but with the very 
fpirit of worldly pleafure. They do not 
confider that Chriftianiry is neither a table 
of ethics, nor a fyftem of opinions, nor a 
bundle of rods to punifh, nor an exhibition 
of rewards to allure, nor a fcheme of' 
rcftraints to terrify, nor merely a code of 

laws 
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laws to teftri£l; but it is a new prindpleifti^ 
fufed into the heart by the word and the 
fpirit of God ; out of which principle will 
inevitably grow right opinions^ renewed 
afie6lionS) correct morals, pure deiires^ 
heavenly tempers, and holy habits, with 
an invariable defire . of pleafmg God, and 
a conftant fear of offending him« A real 
Chriftian, whofe heart is once thoroughly 
imbued with this principle, can no more 
return to the amufements of the world, 
than a philofopher csin be refrefhed with 
the diverfions of the vulgar, or a man be 
amufed with the recreations of a child. 
The New Teftament is not a mere ftatute« 
book : it is not a table where every oiFcnce 
is detailed, and its correfponding penalty 
annexed : it is not fo much a compilaiion^ 
as a fpirit of laws : it does not fo much 
prohibit every individual wrong praflice, 
as fuggeft a temper and implant a general 
principle with which every wrong praftice 
is incompatible. It did nor,Jor inftance, 
fo much attack the then reigning and cor- 

rupt 
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riipt fafliionSy which were probably, like^ 
the fafhions of other countries, temporary^ 
and local^^ as it ftruck at that worldlinefs^ 
which is the root and ftock from which all 
eorrupt fafhions proceed. 

The prophet Ifaiah, who addreffed him- 
felf more particularly to the Iftaelitifh. 
women, inveighed not only againft vanity^ 
luxury, and immodefty, in general; but 
with great propriety cenfured even thofe 
precife inftances of each, to which the 
women of rank in the particular country 
he was addreffing were efpecially addifted ; 
nay, he enters into the minute detail * of 
their very perfonal .decorations, and brings 
fpecific charges againft feveral inftances of 
their levity and extravagance of apparel j 
meaning, however, chiefly to cenfure the 
turn of charafter which thefe indicated. 
But the Gofpel of Chrift, which was to be 
addreffed to all ages, ftations, and countries^ 
feldom contains any fuch detailed animad^ 
verfions j for though many of the cenfur* 
♦ Ifalahy chap. lii. 

VOL. II. P able 
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able modes which the prophet fo fcvercry 
reprobated, continued probably to be ftill 
prevalent in Jerufalem in the days of our 
Saviour, yet how little would it have fuited 
the univerfality of his miiTion, to have con^* 
fined his preaching to fuch local, limited,, 
and ilufluating cuftoms I not but that 
there arc many texts wlrfch aftually dtr 
define the Chriftian condud as well as 
temper, with fufficient particularity to 
ferve as a condemnation of many prac^ 
tices which are pleaded for, and often to 
point pretty direftly at them. 

It would be well for thofc modifli Chrift- 
ians who vindicate exceffive vanity in drefs, 
expence, and decoration, on the principfe 
of their being mere matters of indifTerencej^ 
and no where prohibited in the Gofpel, to 
confider that fuch praclJces ftronglymarfc 
the temper and fpirit with which they are 
connefted, and in that view are fb littte 
creditable to the Chriftian profefiion, as to 
fiirnifli a juft fubjefi of fufpicion againft 
tbe piety of thofe who indulge iu them. 

Had 
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• Had Peter, on thiat meinonBle day 
«4ien he -added' three thbufand converts 
to the Church by a fingle fermoii, rlar- 
towed his fiibgeft to a 'reiAt:)nft ranee 
Bgainft this diverfion, or that publii: place, 
or the other vain amufetnent, it might 
indeed have fuited the cafe of fome'of the 
female Jewifh converts who were prefent ; 
but fuch reftriftions as might have been 
appropriate to them^ would probably not 
have applied to tJie cafes of the Parthiansf 
and Medes, of which his audience was 
partly corapofed; or fuch as might hav« 
belonged to them would have been totally 
inapplicable to the Cretes and Arabians j 
or again, thofe which fuited thefe would not 
have applied to the Elamites and Mefopo- 
tamians. By fuch partial and circumfcribed 
addrefles, his multifarious audience, com- 
pofed of all nations and countries, would 
not have been, as we are told they were, 
" pricked to the heart.** But when he 
preached on the broad ground of general 
^^ repentance and remiilion of iins in the 
p 2 ** name 
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" name of Jefus Chrift,V it was no vrtoru 
dcr that they all cried out, " What fhaU 
" we do?** Thefe collefte(J foreigners, at 
their return home, muflt have found very 
different ufages to be correfled. in their dif- 
ferent countries ; of courfe a detailed re- 
ftridion of the popular abufcs at Jerufakniy 
would have been of little ufe to ftranga^ 
returning to their refpedive nations. Th^ 
ardent Apoflle, therefore, a£ked more con- 
fidently in communicating to them the 
large and comprehenfive fpirit of the 
Gofpel, which fhould at once involve all 
their fcattered and feparate duties, as well 
as reprove all their fcattered and feparate 
corruptions : for the whole always includes 
a part, and the greater involves the lefs. 
Chrift and his difdples, inftead of limiting 
their condemnation to the peculiar vanities 
reprehended by Ifaiah, embraced the very 
foul and principle of them all, in fuch ex- 
hortations as the 'following : '^ Be ye not 
" conformed to the world :" — " If any 
" man love the world, the love of the 
12, "Father 



•^Father is' nbt m hiiii i4-.The ^ ftfliio* 
*«of this world paffetb' i^ray.^^^^ - Chit 
L6fd and hk Apoftles^ ;^ofti'^ute*e lin- 
fele3:ed audience i^as to be^made^ji but of 
the various inhabitants of the'Wtofet^drld, 
attacked the evil ^^^rf, out lof whidi ^1 
thofe teciderital, local, peculisff,- and popu- 
fajf corruptions ptoeeeded, - * ''^*'''- ^ 

In the time of ©iirift and hk iitinfediate 
followers, the luxmy and intempefancb of 
the Romans, had'arifen to a pitch before 
unknown in the world; but as the^ farfie 
Gofpel which its Divine Author and his 
difciples were then preaching^ to^ the hun- 
gry and neceffitous, was afterwards to be 
preached to high and low, not exceptiilg 
the Roman •emperors ^hemfelves; the 
large precepty ** Whether ye eat or drink, 
" or whatever ycm do, do all to the glory 
^* of God,"' was likely to be of more ge*- 
neral ufe, than any feparate exh<irtation 
to temperance, to thaakfulnefs, to' mode- 
ration as to- quantity ot expencej whi<^h 
hd indeed muft always be left in. fome 
p 3 degtep 
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degree to the judgment and circumftadtet 
o£fthe individual.. 

. \Vb^ the Apoftle of the Gefttik* 
yifited tb? " Saints of Caefar^s houf^phold,'* 
he could hardly fail to have heard, ndr 
coi)ld he have heard without abhorrence, 
of, fome of the faihionable amufements h) 
the court of Nero. He mud have re? 
fleded, with peculiar indignation on many 
thing;$ which were pra^ifed in the .Circen'i 
fian games: yet, inilead of pruning thi$ 
corrupt tree, and fingling oyn even the 
inhuman gladiatorial fporfs for . the oh*; 
jed of his condemnation, he laid his axe 
to the root of all corruption, ,by preaching 
to them that Gofpel of Chrift of which 
" he was not afliamed ;*■ and fliewingio 
them that believed, that " it was the power 
^* of God and the wifdom of God.** 
Of this Qofpel the great objeft was, to 
attack not one popular evil, but the whole 
body of fin.. Now the dodrine of Chrifl: 
crucified was the mofl appropriate means for 
deftrpying this j for by what othey meani 

coijld 
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cwAi the fervid imagination of the Apoftle 
have fo powerfully inforced the beinoufnefs 
of iin, as by infifting on the coftlinefs of the 
facrifice which w^s offered for its expiation ? 
it is fomewhat remarkable, th*t about the 
yery time of his preaching to the Romans, 
the public taftc had funk to fuch an excefs 
of depravity, that, the very women engaged 
in thofe ffaocking encounters with the 
gladiators. 

But, in the firft place, it i^i^as better that 
-the right praftice of his hearers ihould 
grow out of the right principle ; and next, 
his fpecifically reprobating thefe diverfions 
might have had this ill effe^, that fucceed- 
ing ages, feeing that they in their amufe- 
ments came fojnewhat Abort of thdfe dread- 
ful exceffes of the polifted Romans, would 
only have plumed themfelycs on their own 
comparative fuperiority.; and, on thi3 prin- 
ciple, even the buU-fights of Madrid might 
in time have had their panegyrifts. The 
truth iSf tbe Appftlp knew ttut fych abo- 
p 4 minable 
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tninable corruptions could never fubiift to« 
gether with Chriftianity, and, in faft, -the 
honour of abolifhing thefe barbarous diver- 
fions, was referved for Conftantine, the firft 
Chriftian emperor. 

Befides, the Apoftles, by inveighing 
againft fome particular diverfions, might 
have feemcd to lanftion all which they 
did not aftually cenfure : and as, in the 
lapfe of time and the revolution of govern- 
ments, cuftoms change and manners 
ilu6luate; had a minute repreheniion of 
the fafhions of the then exiiling age been 
publifhed in the New Teftament, that por- 
tion of fcripture muft in time have become 
obfolete, even in that very fame country, 
when the fafliions themfelves fhould have 
changed. Paul and his brother Apoftles 
knew that their epiftles would be the 
oracles of the Chriftian world, when thefe 
temporary diverfions would be forgotten. 
In confequence of this knowledge, by 
the univerfal precept to avoid " the luft 
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^« of the flefl), the luft of the eye, and the 
** pride of life/* they have prepared a 
Jailing antidote againft tht principle of all 
corrupt pleafures, which will ever remain 
equally applicable to the loofe fafliions of 
all ages and of every country to the end 
of the world. 

Therefore, to vindicate diverfions which 
are in themfelves unchriftian, on the pre- 
tended ground that they are not fpecifi- 
cally condemned in the Gofpel, would be 
little lefs abfurd than if the heroes of 
Newniarket fhould bring it as a proof that 
their periodical meetings are not con« 
demned in Scripture, becaufe St. Paul, 
when writing to the Corinthians, did not 
fpeak againft thefe diverfions ; and that in 
availing himfelf of the Ifthmian games, as 
a happy illuftration of the Chriftian race, 
he did not drop any cenfure on the praftice 
itfelf: a practice which was indeed as 
much more pure than the races of Chrif- 
tian Britain, as the moderation of being 

con- 
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contented wkh the triuniph of a crown of*- 
Iciives, is liiperior to that criminal fpirit of? '; 
gambling which iniquitoufly enriches tte". 
viilor by beggaring the competitor. 

Local abulcs, as we have faid, were 
not the objecl of a book whofe inftrucr 
tions were to be of univerfal and lafting 
application. As a proof of this, little is 
faid in the Gofpel of the then prevailing 
corruption of polygamy; nothing againft 
the favage cuHotn of expofing children, or 
even againft flavcry; nothing exprefsly 
againft fuicide or duelling; the laft Gothic 
cuftom, indeed, did not exift among the 
crimes of Paganifm. But U there not an 
implied prohibition againft polygamy in 
the general denunciation againft adultery? 
Is not expoiing of children condemned in 
that charge againft the Romans^ that 
** they were without natural affeftion ?'* 
Is there not a ftrong cenfure againft 
flavcry conveyed in the command to " do 
'' unto others as you would have them 

f ' dp 
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•*?d<!)' unto you?*' and againft fuicide and 
ddcUing, in the general prohibition againft 
murder, whichr is ftrongly enforced and 
tflfeftingly amplified by the folemn man- 
tier in which murder is traced back to its 
firft' feed of anger, in the fermon on the 
mount? 

.-Thus it is clear, that when Chrift fent 
the Gofpel to all nations, he meant that 
that Gofpel fhould proclaim thofe prime 
truths, general laws, and fundamental 
jdoftrines, which muft necefTarily involve 
the prohibition of all individual, local, and 
inferior errors j errors which could not 
have been fpecifically guarded againft, 
without having a cfiftind Gofpel for every 
country, or without fwelling the divine 
volume into fuch inconvenient length as 
would have defeated one great end of 
Jts promulgation*. And while its lead- 
^lg prmciples are of univerfal applicatibn, 

♦ ." To the poor the Gofpel is preached.!' Luke, 

vli. 22. 

it 
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it muft always, in fome meafure, be lefi.tU 
the difcretion of the preacl>er, and to thfe 
confcience of the hearer, to examixie 
whether the life and habits of thofe wboi 
profefs it are conformable to its main fpfait 
and defigR. ' "r : •• 

The fame Divine Spirit which lodiMd 
tlie Holy Scriptures, is promifed to purify 
th€ hearts and r^new the natures of re- 
penting and believing Chriftians ; and the 
compofitions it infpired are in foxpae degree 
analagous to the v^^orkmanfliip it cScQSp 
It prohibited the vicious pradices of tbs 
apodolical days, by prohibiting the paffioni 
and principles which rendered them. gratify* 
ing} and ftill working ia« like manner on 
the hearts of real Chriitiaos, it corre^ the 
tafte which was accuftomed to find its prof 
per gratification in the reforts of vanity; 
and thus effeftually. provides for the rei 
formation of the habits, and infufes a rclilh 
for rational and domeftic enjoyments, and 
for whatever can adminifter pleafure to 

that 
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that fpirit of.pcace,^^ and. love, and hope^ 
aflbi jojr,. which animaftes and rules the re- 
lieved heart of the true Chriftiaii. - 

But .there is a portion of Scripture 
wluch^ though to a iiipetficial reader it 
may feem but very remotely conhefted with 
iheprefentJubjeft, yet, to readers of ano^ 
thericaft, feems to fettle the matter beyond 
ixmtroverfy. In the parable of the great 
iipper, this important truth is held out 
o us, that even things good in them/elves 
nay be the means of our eternal ruin, 
)y drawing our hearts from God, and 
aufing us to make light of the offers 
»f the Gofpel. One invited gueft had 
lought an eftate, another had made a 
►urchafe, equally blamelefs, of oxen; a 
tiird had married a wife, an ad not 
laudable in itfelf. They had all different 
jafons, none of which appeared to have 
ny moral turpitude ; but they all agreed in 
lis, to decline the invitation to the flipper » 
he worldly poffeffions of one, the worldly 
ufmefs of another, and what (hould be 

par» 
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particularly attended to, the loTe to >iiij;f 
dearefl: relative, of a third, (a love, by Ibe 
way, not only allowed but commanded 
in Scripture,) were brought forward! as 
excufes for not attending to the impdttant 
bufmefs of religion. The cohfequeooe^ 
however, ^2S the farhe to all. ^* None 
'^ of thofe which were bidden (hall tafte 
*' of my fupper." If then things inrMMf 
things necefary, things laudable^ things 
commanded^ become finful, when by un-« 
feafonable or exceflive indulgence they 
detain the heart and affections from God, 
how vain will all thofe arguments nc- 
ceffarily be rendered,^ which are urged by 
the advocates for certain amufements, on 
the ground of their harmkjfnefs ; if thofe 
amufements ferve (not to mention any 
pofitive evil which may belong to them)^ 
in like manner to draw away the thoughts 
and affeftions from all fpiritual objefts \ 

To conclude ; when this topic happens 
to become the fubje^t of converfation, 
inftead of addreffing fevere and pointed 

attacks 
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attacks to young ladies on the fin of 
attending places of diverfion, would it 
not be better firft to endeavour to excite 
in them that principle of Cl^riftianity, with 
which fuch diverfions feem not quite com- 
patible; as the phyfician, who vifits a 
patient in an eruptive fever, pays little 
attention to thofe fpots which to the 
ignorant appear to be the difeafe, except 
indeed fo far as they ferve as . indications 
to let him into its nature, but goes ftraight 
to the root of the malady? He attacks 
the fever, be lowers the pulfe, he changes 
the fyftem, he correfts the general habit ; 
well knowing that if he can but reftore 
the vital principle of health, the fpots, ^ 
which were nothing but fymptoms, will 
die away of themfelves. 

In inftrufting other:?, we fliould imitate 
our Lord and his Apoflles, and not always 
aim our blow at each particular corrup- 
tion ; but making it our bufinefs to con- 
vince our pupil that what brings forth th« 
ijvil fruit fhe exhibits, cannot be a bFanch 

of 
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of the true vine; we (hould thus aval 
ourfelves of ihdividual corruptions, fof 
impreffing her with a fenfe bf the neceffity 
of purifying the common foufce from 
which they flow — a corrupt nature. Thus 
making it our grand bufinefs to reftify 
the hearty we purfue the true, the com- 
pendious, the only method of produdng 
univerfal holinefs. 

I would, however, take leave of thofei 
amiable and not ill-difpofed young perfons, 
who complain of the rigour of human 
prohibitions, and declare, " they meet 
*' with no fuch ftriftnefs in the Gofpel,'* 
by afking them, with the mod affeftionate 
earneftnefs, if they can confcientioufly re- 
concile their nightly attendance at every 
public place which they frequent, with 
fuch precepts as the following : " Redeem- 
" ing the time ;"_« Watch and pray :"-^ 
*' Watch, for ye know not at what time 
** your Lord cometh :*' — " Abflain from 
'* all appearance of evil : — " Set your af* 
** feftions on things above:"—" Bcyefpirit- 

" uallv 
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" ually minded :" — ^^ Crucify the,fle(h with 
" Its aflfeftions and lufts ?" And I would 
venture to oflfer one criterion, by which 
the perfons in queftion may be enabled to 
decide on the pofitiveJnnocence and fafety 
of. fuch diverfions; I mean, provided 
they are fincere in^ their fcrutiny and ho- 
neft in their avowal. If, on their return 
at night from thofe places, they find they 
can retire, and *' commune with their 
" own hearts j" if they find the love of 
God operating with undiminiflied force on 
their minds; if they can *^ bring every 
*^ thought into fubjeaion," and concen- 
trate every wandering imagination j if they 
can foberly examine into their own ftatc 
of mind : — I do not iky if they can do all 
this perfeQly and without diftradHon ; (for 
who almoft can do this at any time ?). but 
if they can do it with the lame degree of 
ferioufiiefs, pray with the fame degree of 
fervour, and renounce the world in as 
great a meafure as at other times ; and if 
they can lie domi with a peaceful con- 
VOL, II. Q^ fcioufnefs 
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fcidufnefs of having avoided ih ihc tVcn-* 
ing, " that terriptation*' which tliey hid 
pi-Jiyed not to be ^' led into'* in the mom« 
ing, they may then more reafonably hxypi 
that dll is well, and thit they are ; not 
fpeafcing falfe peace to their hearts.— ^A^ain^ 
if we cannot beg the bleffing of ourMakaer 
on whatever we are going to do olr to to* 
joy, is it not an urteqiiivoeal proof that 
the thing ought not to be done or enjoyed? 
On all the rational enjoyments of fociety, 
on all healthful and temperate exerciie^ ott 
the delights of friendlhip, arts, add poliiiied 
letters, on the esxjuifite pleafures i'cfiuddng 
irom the enjoyment of ratal fceneiy^ and 
the beauties of nature; on the inhocent 
participation of thefe we miiy aflc the di* 
vine favour — for the fober erijoyraait of 
theffe we may thank thfe diviw betoeficeHce: 
but do we fed equally diTpofed to iavote 
blefiings or return praifes for gratifidaidoBi 
found, {to fay no worfe,) iti levity,, iil 
vanity, and wafte of time?— If the£e tofts 
were &irly tifed; if thefe ^pertfiieoC& 

. ...were 



were honeftly tried ; if thefe eliminations 
• were cdnfcientioufly made, may we not, 
without offence, prefume to z^— Could 
pur numerous plf|c?s of public refort, 
(oifld owr ever-qauUiplying fcene§ of more 
feleft but not lefs dangerous diverfion, 
Q^htly overflow with an excefs hitherto 
xmparallelled in the annals of pleafure * ? 

* Jf J might prefume to recommend a bopk which 
of all other? expofps the infignificance, vanity, little - 
nefs* apd empt jnefs pf ^he world, I fhould not heiitate 
to aame lj{Lx> J^axy's " Serious Call to a devpta and holy 
** Life.** few writers, except Pafcal have direfte^ 
fo much acutenefs of r,eafoning and fp much pointed 
wit to this objeiSfc. He not only makes the reader 
afraid of a worldly life on account of its finfulnefs, 
but afhamed of it on account of its folly. Few men 
perhaps have had a deeper infight into the human 
heart, or have more fkllfully probed its corruptions : 
yet on points of doftrlne his views do not feem to be 
juft ; fod his difquilitions are often un found and &n- 
cifiil^ fo that a general perufal of his works would 
neither be profitable or intelligible. To a fafhionable 
woman immerfcd in the vanities of life, or to a bufy 
man overwhelmed with its cares, I know no book fci 
appUcable, 9r likely to exhibit with equal force the 
Qji vanity 
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vanity of the ftiadows they arc purfuing. But, eve* 
iu this work, Law is not a fafe gbidc to evangeb'cal 
light ; and» in many of his others, he is highly 
vifionary and whimfical : and I have known fome ex- 
cellent pcrfons who were firft led by this admirable 
genius to fee the wants of their own hearts, and the 
utter infufSciency of the world to fill up the craving 
void, who, though they became eminent for piety 
and felf-denial, have had their ufefulnefs abridged^ 
and whofe minds have contrafted fomcthing of a mo* 
nalllc feverity by an unqualified perufal of Mr. Law. 
True Chriflianity does not call on us to ftarve our 
bodies, but our corruptions. As the mortified Jipofk 
of the holy and felf -denying Baptt/iy preaching repent- 
ance becaufe the kingdom of Heaven is at handy Mr. 
Law has no fuperior. As a preacher of falvation on 
fcnptural grounds, I would follow other guides. 



C ^^9 ] 



CHAP. XIX. 

A v^orldly fpirit incompatible with the fpirit 
of Chrijiianiiy. 

1 s i( not whimfical to hear fuch com- 
plaints againft the ftridnefs of religion as 
we. are frequently hearing, from beings 
who are voluntarily purfuing, as has been 
ihewn in the preceding Chapters, a courfe 
of life which faihion makes infinitely more 
fevere. How really burdenfome would 
Chriftianity be if fhe ^joined fuch fedu- 
lou& applic^uofi, f^ch unremitting labours, 
fuch a fucceffion of fatigues J If religion 
commanded fuch hardfhips and felf^denial, 
fuch days of hurry, fuch evenings of e^c^ 
ertion, fuch nights of , brpken reft, fuch 
perpetual facrifices of jjuiet, iuch exile 
from family delights, as £^/p;i. .impofes, 
then indeed the fervice..af. Chriftianity 
CL3 would 
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would no longer merit its prefent appel- 
lation of being a " rcafonahle fervice;" 
then the name of perfeft flavery might be 
juftly applied to that which we are told in 
the beautiful language of our church,, is 
*' a fervice of perfeft freedom:'* ia fer- 
vice, the great objeft of which is ** to 
" deliver us from the bondage of cor- 
" ruption into the glorious Ubefty-of thd 
" children of God." . - :. -Jf; 

A worldly temper, by which r iftWin'^ar 
difpofition to prefer wkirldly ^teafirrdd^' 
worldly fatisfaflions, and woridlyadvao-i 
tages, to the immortal ihtirefts of the fiiblj^ 
and to let worldly cbnfitferations a^luatd 
tls inftead of the diftates of religibh'in the 
concerns -of brdihidrylife;''a W6r1dly ftimi 
per, I fay, is hbt, 'like almoft tthy ofiwnf 
fault, the- eiSSa of paflioh dr the ctfflfe^ 
tjucnce of * fufjjtiffe, when *tHe heart i^ bff 
its guard. It is hot excited indidehtatty fty 
'the opii^afion of fexternaI-cifcuhiftah(Jd8'«i 
the irifirihity of itiature; btit it1sthe**5f«l 
Tpirlt, the -feflefttialToul, tlie^ W'ittg' priritf^fe 
■•^ of 



Clonal oQsaplaintji.ag a twn^ed.jcongSjwtite 
jofimi^. If itidaelwotalwftys.ihotejfifetf 
ill Igxjrao^dinary.iexfcieffe^ it. b^ ;tiO;4>fiff 

iifim^dtately: tcxnpited itorbreaA: ^QUti;'i&fiE> 
jQTiext ^Qd Ipecific afts^jkJb at ivork^wii&lilif^ 
.fi^rritJgtiup thie hfitirt:to.di£acfeailo^flgiidft 
2}iolJb($r^ a^4. i&fu£»ig a:ki^of ti(nd^ldif- 
<9t)iliii^) to.. \ffhtb&y/tr.Mh\^iAn^9^\^^^^^ 
djt iJn&diS and;:li€^av^:[iill ittel ipQimQS 

^©it'Jhfiiiumteftpndilig, .by :<tiUiiciiftg:^t^sCp 

:,wh^t^veT J«; %>kUf»Ujr.gQpd.ivQA*Ahc\Yyi, 

:,by.inatobgit a^gCffei&Onir.'QQ^aj.-piJitli^ af- 

.fibftion^, 'hjf..iiSatd£mi^iiM^ feo^^talil^ifig 

. thfliii?' fo /thatiujeiiilay, ilmpft j&y49rifbrfe 

,who:Bre under .tbe-fiapr^em^ 4^11^(0^.9^ 

thhii^xiXi >vhat.vca$, &id to :thi3iihofl:s.;iQf 

rjoihttaj ^' Ycr^w^ iferve the Lord^^/voi:; 

' Tiu^ iWoildliOttls .o£ .^\nd; tis/^djc^ laL ali 

^<:oaimQiiiyundfi]:^oQd^aixdlQr tbejfoUoH^kig 

_ 0^4 reafon: 
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reaf<:>Q:*k.PeopIe fuppo£^ that in this 
T^rld onr chief bufiriefe is with the things 
of this world, ai^d that- to conduA- the 
bufinefs of this world w^ll, that is, 'Cdi*> 
formably to moral principles, h the chief 
fubftance of moral and- true gbddn^ 
Religion, if introduced, at all into* the 
fyftem, only makes it . occafK^ai^ • and 
if I may fo fpeak, its holiday appearance. 
To bring religion into:-' every diiiig, is 
thpught incompatible. with the- due' at- 
tention to the things of this life- Aiidib 
it would be, if by religion 'were meam /«tt- 
ing ahioirt religion. ,, The phrafe,;thicrfcfoitt 
is: ^^'Wecannot ajways be praying; we 
^' mufl mind our bufinefs and oar focial 
^^■diitics as well as.our devotion/^ Worldly 
bufinefs being thus fubjefted to worldly, 
though in fome degree, moral, -maxims, 
the mind during the conduct of b'tifihefs 
grows worldly; and a continually i in- 
creafing worldly fpirit dims the fight and 
relaxes the moral prindple on which the 

affairs 
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affairs of ihe world are conduced, as well 
as:iiidifpofes the mind for all the jjxercife^ 
of denfotion. . 

But this temper,, as far as ^relates )to birfi- 
nefsi fo much affumes the; reiriblaj:K:e of 
goodnefs, that thofe< who have, nojt right 
views are apt to miftake the carrying on 
the affairs of life on a tolerably, moral 
principle, for religion. The.y-do not fee 
that the. evil lies not in their fo carrying on 
bufmefs, but in* their. not carryingron the 
thmgs of this, life: hi fpbfervienqy ito the 
things Qf pternuy ^' in their nqt carrying 
them OQ vvith'.fh^.ivinintermitting idea of 
.refpQi^fibility. The ^evil docs pot lie in 
their not being alvR^ys on th^ir knees, but 
in their not bringing their religion from 
the clofet into: f be; -world: in their not 
bringing the fpirit of the Sunday's devo- 
tions into the tranfadions of the week: 
in not transforming their religion from a 
dry, and fpeculative, and inoperative fyftem, 
-into a lively, and influential, and unceafmg 
principle of aftion. 

Thouglv 



^34 ON A WORLDLV SPIRIT. 

Though there are, . bleffed be God! 
in the men: exalted flations^ women who 
adorn their Chriftian profeflion by a con* 
fiftent condud; yet are there not others 
who are labouring hard to unite the iire- 
concileable interefts of earth and heaven? 
who, while they will not reiinquifh one.'jot 
of what y/?/^ world has to ■ beftowj yet lily 
no means renounce their hopes o£ ja^.-bet- 
ter ? who do not think .it unneafonabfe that 
their indulging in the falleft ^poflf^ffioii jof 
prefent pleafures ihoi^ irit^rfbre ^wirb'ithc 
moft certain reverfion* of ftrture- glQtji 
who, after living in »thc hioft unboUnddl 
Ratification of eafe, Canity, and luxury, 
-fency thaft ■ heaven rtkifi- he attached '^df 
courfe to a' life of which Gbriftianityk the 
outward profemon, and -which 'has not beih 
ftained by any flagrant or di(honoi;rabIe 
ii&, of guilt ? . . .: . 

Are there not many who; while -.they 
'entertain a refpefl: for religion, (fori 'atl- 
drefs not the unbelieving "or ■ the licen- 
tious,) while they believe it^ truths^ :ob- 

ferVfc 



fetve its fdrfins, afftld ' Wo*/id be fhocked- 
ik>t t6 be thought YeligioUvS are j^etimr- 
merfedfJn this life of difquaVirying «worlcf- 
linefe?' whoy though they- make a <:brt^ 
£cieiiee' of Agoing tb; the ^public iwprftiip 
onC€! on* 'sl-^'Sundatyp 'and iafe Tcrup&bxffly 
dbfervam of the oth^r Iritbsiof the 'Churchy 
yet,hd(itate 'iiot^to .gJireaipall therrbft^of 
tbeir tinie -to the Ter^fanie: puTfuit&,^Knd 
pltefures .which- X)ccufiiy 'the heafrsr :)afad 
engrofs the lives of thofelodfer dha^^aOxsn 
vrhofB enjoyment IS.' rxdt obffmclijdibyiiany 
dread of a future acfconnt? and i^rhib are 
ii£ling on'the wife principle of •" thechiidreix 
^* rof ithis \torid/' in tti^k«igrthe*moftiof the 
prdfent. ftate* df being :ifr<mi the cdnvsi^ioii 
tbdtl tb^ is no other to be expeftdd' ? • • . 
It^^lift be owned, indeed, tharifaithiin 
tiikfe^n 'things is at times laaienta,biy:weak 
and ifefe^tve even in 'the truly pious; and 
that' it is (o, is tho fub]«ct of their ;grief 
and humiliation. O! how doesrlthe Tcdl 
Orflftic^n tatkefhame-in srile coldncfi of 
bis 'belief, in tbe^lownbfs of his 'att';iin- 

ments ! 
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ments ! How deeply does he lament that 
*' when he would do good, evil is prefent 
" with him!" — " that the life he now 
" lives in the fled), is'* not, in the degree 
it ought to be, "by faith in the Son of 
*.^ God!" Yet ohe thing is clear; how- 
ever weak his belief may feem torbe, it 
is evident that his adlions are princrpaUygo* 
verned by it; he evinces his fincerity ta 
others by a life in fome good degree analo« 
gous to the doftrines he profeffes : while 
to himfelf he has at lead this convidioni 
that faint as his confidence may be at times, 
low as may be his hope, and feeble as 'his 
faith may feem, yet at the worfl of times 
he would not exchange that faint meafure 
of truft and hope for 'all the a^ual plea* 
funeG and pofleGions of hk mod fplendid 
acquaintance ; and what is a proof of his 
fincerity he never feeks the cure.of his de- 
jection, where they feek theirs, in the World, 
but in God, ., \. 

But as to the faith of worldly persons, 
however flrong it may be in f^ulfttion, 

however 
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however orthodox their creed, however 
ftout their profeffion, we cannot help fear- 
ing that it is a little defedive in fincerity : 
for if there were in th^ir minds a full perfua- 
fion of the truth of revelation, and of the 
eternal blifs it promifes, would it not be 
obvious to them that there mud be more 
diligence for its attainment ? We difcover 
great ardour in carrying on worldly pro- 
jefls, becaufe we believe the good which we 
are purfuing is real, and tvill reward the 
trouble of the purfuit ; we believe that good 
is to be attained by diligence, and we pru- 
dently proportion our earneftnefs to this 
conviftion ; when therefore we fee perfons 
profeffing a lively faith in a better world, 
yet labouring Utile to obtain an intereft in 
it, can we forbear fufpefting that their 
belief, not only of their own title to eternal 
happinefs, but of eternal happinefs itfelf, is 
not well grounded ? and that, if they were to 
** examine themfelves truly,' ' and to pro- 
duce the principle of fuch a relaxed mora- 
lity. 
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lity, tfee f^ith would be found to be much 
of a piece with the. pr^ftiee ? 

The obje^iofta which difincline tbe 
•world to mal^e prcfent facrifices of pleafiire, 
with a view to obtaining eternal -happinefs^ 
ar>e fuch as apply to all the ordinany coa« 
cerns of life. That is, men objeffc. chiefly 
to a religious courfe as tending to rob them 
of that a£luai ple^ifure which is within thdff 
reach, for the fake of a remote enjoyrpentf 
They object to giving up the fcen good for 
the unfeen. But do not alinoft ail the 
tranfafiions of life come under the fame 
defcription ? Do we not give up prefenc 
eafe, and renounce much indulgence in 
,order to acquire a future? Do we not 
,part with our current money for the re- 
verfion of an eftate> which we know it wiU 
be a long time before we can poflefs ? Nay, 
do not the mod worldly often fubmit to an 
immediate inconvenience, by redudag 
their prefent income, in order, to. infur^ to 
themfely^s a larger capital for their futuce 
fubfiftence ? 

Now, 
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• Now, *^ Fa^th, which is.the fubftance 
•* of things hQped for/* is meant to furnifli 
the foul wixh prefent fupport, while it 
fetisfies it as to the fecurity on which it has 
km itfelf 9 juft as a man's bonds and 
mottgages afliire him that he is really rich, 
though he has not all the moiiey in hand 
ready to fpend at the moment; Thofe 
who truly believe the bible, muft in the 
£ime manner be content to live on its 
proraifes, by which God has as it were 
pledged himfelf for their future bleflednefs,. 
Even that very fpirit of enjoyment 
which leads the perfons in qu^fUpn fo ftu- 
dioufly to poflefs tbemfelves of the qualifica- 
tions neceffary for the pkafures of the prefent 
fcene ; that underflanding and good i^nfe^ 
which lead them to acquire fpch talents: as 
may enable them to relifli thereforts of gaiety 
here ; that very fpirit fhould induce thofe 
who are really looking for a future ftate of 
happinefs, to wifti to acquire fomething of 
tbe tafte, and temper, andjtalentsj.wbiclji 
15 may 
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may be confidered as qualifications for the 
enjoyment of that happinefs. The negleft of 
doing this muft proceed from one of thefc 
two caufes ; either they muft think their 
prefent courfe a fafe and proper courfe ; or 
they muft think that death is to produce 
fome fudden and furprifing aheration in the 
human charafter. But the office of death 
is to franfport us to a new ftate, not to 
transform us to a new nature ; the ftroke of 
death is intended to effect our deliverance out 
of this world, and our introduftion into an- 
other ; but it is not likely to effedt any fud- 
den and wonderful, nmch lefs a total change 
in our hearts or our taftes : fo far from thigj 
that we are affured in Scripture, " that he 
" that is fihhy will be filthy ftill, and he that 
*' is holy will be holy ftill." Though we be- 
lieve that death will completely cleanfe die 
holy foul from its remaining pollutions, that 
it will exchange defective fandification into 
perfeQ: purity, entangling temptation into 
complete freedom ; fufiering. and afiUftion 

into 
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mto health and joy ; doubts and fears into 
perfed fecurity^ and oppreffive wearinefs 
into ererlafting reft ; yet there is no magic 
in the wand of death which will convert 
an unholy foul into a holy one. And it is 
awful to refleft, that fuch tempers as have 
the allowed predominance here will main- 
tain it for ever ; that fuch as the will is 
when we clofe our eyes upon the things o( 
time, fuch it will be when we open them 
on thofe of eternity* The mere aS: of 
death no more fits us for lieaven^ than the 
ttiere aft of the mafon who puUa down our 
old houfe fits us for a new one. If we die 
with our hearts running over with the love 
of the world, there is no promife to lead 
us to expeCt that we fhall rife with them 
full of the love of God. Death indeed 
will (hew us to ourfelves fuch as we are^ 
but will not make us fuch "as we are not : 
and it will be too late to be acquiring felf- 
knowledge when we can no longer turn 
it to any account but that of tormenting 
ourfelves. To illuftrate this truth ftiJi 
VOL. II. R farther 
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farther by an allufion familiar to the pa:* 
fons I addrefs : the drawing up the cur* 
tain at the theatre, though it ferve to in- 
troduce us to the entertainments behind it^ 
does not create in us any new faculties to 
underltand or to relifh thofe entertain- 
ments ; thefe muft have been already ac- 
quired; they muft have been provided 
beforehand^ and brought with us ta the 
place, if we would relifh the pleafures of 
the place ; for the entertainment can only 
operate on that tafte wc carry to it. It is 
too late to be acquiring when we ought to 
be enjoying. 

That fpirit of prayer and praife, thofe 
difpofitions of love, meeknefs, ** peace, 
" quietnefs, and affurance ;*' that indif« 
ference to the fafliion of a world which h 
paffing away ; that longing after deliver- 
ance from fin, that defire of holinefs, to* 
gather with all " the fruits of the fpirit" 
here, muft furely make fome part of our 
qualification for the enjoyment of a worlds 
tbe pleafures of which are all fpiritual. 

And 



ON A WORLDLY SPIRIT. ^43 

And who can conceive any thing com- 
parable to the awful furprife of a foul long 
immerfed in the indulgences of vanity and 
pleafure, yet all the while l^^ed by the felt 
complacency of a religion of mere forms ; 
who, while it counted upon heaven as a 
thing of coujfe, had made no .prepara- 
tion for it I Who can conceive any fur- ' 
prife comparable . to that of fuch a foul 
on (hutting its eyes on a world of fenfe, of 
which, all the objcfts and delights were fo 
congenial to its nature, and opening them 
on a world of fpirits of which all the cha- 
rafters of enjoyment are of a nature new> 
unknown, furprifing, and fpecifically dit 
ferent? pleafures more inconceivable to 
its apprehenfion and more unfuitgble to its 
tafte, than the gratifications of one fenfe 
are to the organs of another, or than the 
moft exquifite works of art and genius to 
aWblute imbecility of mind. 

While we would with deep humility 

confefs that ytt cannot purchafe heaven 

by any works or right difpofitions of 

R 2 our 
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our own;' while we gmefully acknow« 
ledge that it mult be purchafed for ui 
by "Him who loved us, and Wafli^ 
*^tis from our fins in his blood;" yet 
let us remember that we have no reafoH 
to expeft we could be capable of cli* 
joying the pleafures of a heaveik fo 
purchafed without heavenly mindednelst 

When thofe perfons who are apt td ttt- 
peel as much comfort from religion as if 
their hearts were not full of the world5 now 
and then, in a fit of honefty or .low 
fpirits, complain that Chriftianity does not 
;tnake them as good and as happy as A(tf 
were led to expect from that aflantace^ 
that " great peace have they who Ibrecbe 
« law of God," and that ** they \rfio 
** wait on him Ihall want no manner of 
" thing that is good j'* when they lament 
that this paths of religion are not thofc 
" paths of pleafantncfs" which they were 
led to expefl: ; their cafe reminds one of 
a celebrated phyfician, who ufed to fey, 
that the reafon why his prefcriptions, which 

com- 
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commonly cured the poor and the tem- 
perate, did fo little good among his rich 
luxurious patients, was^ that while he was 
labouring to remove the difeafe by medi^ 
cines, of which they only took drams, 
grains, and fcrupleg ; they were inflaming 
it by a multiplicity of injurious aliments, 
which they fwallowed by ounces, pounds, 
and pints. 

Thefe fafhionable Chriftians (hould be 
reminded, that there was no half engage- 
ment made for them at their baptifm ; that 
they are not partly their own and partly ^ 
their Redeemer's. He that is ** bought 
*^ with a price," is the fole property of 
the purchafer. Faith does n<^ confift 
merely in fubmitting the opinions of the 
under (landing, but the ; difpofitions of the 
heart : religion is not a facrifice of (en^ 
timents, but of affedions : it is not the 
tribute of fear extorted from a flave, but 
the voluntary homage of love paid by a 
child. 

ji 3 Neither 
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Neither does a Chriftian's piety confift 
in living in retreat, and railing at the prac- 
tices of the world, while, perhaps, her 
heart is full of the fpirit of that world at 
which fhe is railing: but it confifts in 
fubduing the fpirit of the world, refifting 
its temptations, and oppofing its practices, 
even while her duty obliges her to live 
in it. 

Nor is the fpirit or the love of the 
world confined to thofe only who are 
making a figure in it ; nor are its opera- 
tions bounded by the precinfts of the 
metropolis, nor by the limited regions of 
firft-rate rank and fplendor. She who in- 
veighs againft the luxury and excefles 
of London, and folaces herfelf in her own 
comparative fobriety, becaufe her more 
circumfcribed fortune compels her to take 
up with the fecond hand pleafures of fuc- 
ceffive watering-places, if fhe purfue thefe 
pleafures with avidity, is governed by 
the fame fpirit : and flie whofe ftill nar- 
rower 
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rower opportunities ftint her to the petty 
diverfions of her provincial town, if fhe 
be bufied in fwelling and enlarging her 
fmaller fphere of vanity and idlenefs^ 
however (he may comfort herfelf with 
her own comparative goodnefs, by railing 
at the unattainable pleafures of the waters- 
ing-place, or the ftill more unapproacb^. 
able joys of the capital, is governed by 
the fame fpirit : for fhe who is as vain, 
as diffipated, and as extravagant as aftual 
circumftances admit, would be as vain, 
as diffipated, and as extravagant as the 
gayeft objedls of her invedlive actually 
are, if flie could change places with thenv 
It is not merely by what we do that we 
can be fure the fpirit of the world has no 
dominion over us, but by fairly confiderr 
Ing what we fhould probably do if more 
were in our power. 

The worldly Chriftian, if I may be 

allowed fuch a palpable contradidtion in 

terms, mud not imagine that fhe acquits 

herfelf of her religious obligations by pay- 

^ 4 , iPg 
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ing in her mere weekly oblation of prayen 
There is no covenant by which commu^ 
nion with God is reflrided to an hour or j 
two on the Sunday : fhe muH: not imagine 
flie acquits herfelf by fetting apart a few 
particular days in the year for the exerdfe 
of a periodical devotion, and then flying 
back to the world as eagerly as if (he werp 
refolved to repay herfelf with large intereft 
for her (hort fit of fclf-denial j the ftream 
of pleafure running with a more rapid cur» 
rent, from having been interrupted by this 
forced obftruftion. And the avidity with 
which we have feen certain perfons of a 
ftill lefs cor re £1 char after than the clafs 
we have been confidering, return to a 
whole year's carnival, after the felf impofed 
penance of a Paffion week, gives ^ fhrewd 
intimation that they confidered the tem- 
porary abftraftion lefs as an aft of peni? 
tence for the part, than as a purchafe of 
indemnity for the future. Such bare- 
weight proteftants prudently condition for 
retaining the Popifh doftrine of indul- 
gences, 
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gences, which they buy, not indeed of 
the late fpiritual court of Rome, but of 
that fecret, felf-acquitting judge, which 
ignorance of its own turpitude, and of the 
ftrift requirements of the divine law, has 
fiftabliflied fupreme in the tribunal of every 
unrenewed heart. 

But the pradice of felf-examination is 
impeded by one clog, which renders it 
peculiarly inconvenient to the gay and 
worldly : for the royal prophet (who was, 
however, himfelf as likely as any one to 
be acquainted with the difficulties pe- 
culiar to greatnefs) ha3 annexed as a 
concomitant to " communing with our 
" own heart,'' that we fliould " be JiilV 
Now this claufe of the injundion annihi- 
lates the other, by rendering it incompat- 
ible with the prefent habits of fafliionable 
life, of \v\\\z\yjlillnefs is clearly not one of 
. the conftituents. It would, however, 
greatly affift thofe who do not altogether 
decline the praftice, if they were to eftab- . 
lifti into a rule the habit of detefling cer* 

tain 
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tain fufpicious praflices/ by realizing them, 
as it were, to their own minds, through 
the means of drawing them out in detail, 
and of placing them before their eyes 
cloathed in language , for there is nothing 
that fo efFeftually cxpofes an abfurdity 
which has hitherto pafled mufter for want 
of fuch an inquifition, as giving it ffaape, 
and form, and body. How many things 
which now filently work themfelves into 
the habit, and pafs current without in- 
quiry, would then fhock us by their pal- 
pable inconfiftency ! Who, for inftance, 
could ft and the fight of fuch a debtor and 
creditor account as this : — Item ; So many 
card-parties, balls, and operas due to me 
in the following year, for fo many manuals, 
prayers, and meditations paid beforehand 
during the laft fix days in Lent? With 
how much indignation foever this -fug- 
geftion may be treated ; whatever offence 
may be taken at fuch a combination of the 
ferious and the ludicrous ; however we 
piay revolt at the idea, of fuch a compo- 

fitip^. 
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fition with our Maker, when put into fo 
many words ; does not the habitual courfe 
of fome go near to realife fuch a ftate- 
ment ? 

But " a Chriftian^s race^^ as a venerable 
Prelate * obferves, ** is not run at fo many « 
" heats^^ but is a conftant courfe, a regu- 
lar progrefs by which we are continually 
gaining ground upon fin, and approaching 
nearer to the kingdom, of God. 

Am I then ridiculing this pious feclur 
fion of contrite fmners? Am I then 
jelling at that " troubled fpirit" which 
God has declared is his '• acceptable 
^^ facrifice ?'* God forbid ! Such reafonable 
retirements have been the pra£lice, and 
continue to be the comfort of fome of 
the fincereft Chriftians ; and will continue 
to be reforted to as long as Chriftianity, 
(hat is, as long as the world (hall laft* 
It is well to call off the thoughts, even fo;- 
a (hort time, not only from fin and vanity, 

* Bifhop Hopkips, 

bqt 
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but even from the lawful purfuits of bufi» 
nefs and the laudable concerns of life; 
and, at times, to annihilate, as it were, 
the fpace which divides us from eternity ; 

'Tis greatly wife to talk with our pafl hours, 
And afk ihem what report they bore to heaven, 
And how they might have borne more welcome news. 

Yet as to thofe who feek a (hort annual 
retreat as a mere form 5 who dignify with 
the idea of a religious retirement a week 
in which it is rather unfaihionable to be 
feen in town j who retire with an unabated 
refolution to * return to the maxims, the 
pleafures, and the fpirit of that' world 
which they do but mechanically renounce ; 
is it not to be feared that this (hort fe- 
ceflion, which does not even pretend to 
fubdue the principle, but merely fufpends 
the aft, -may only ferve to fet a keener 
edge on the appetite for the pleafures they 
are quitting ? Is it not to be feared that 
the bow may fly back with redoubled vio- 
lence from having been unnaturally bent ? 

that 



OH A WORLDLY SPIRIT. ^53 

that by varnifhing" over a life of vanify 
with the tranfient externals of a formal 
and temporary piety, they may the more 
dangeroufly ikin over the troublefome 
forenefs of a tender confcience, by laying 

Tills flattering unftion to the foul ? 

And is it not awfully to be apprehendefJ 
that fuch devotions come in among thofe 
vain oblations which the Almighty has de- 
clared he will not accept ? For, is it not 
among the delufions of a worldly piety, to 
tx)nfider Chriftianity as a thing which can- 
not, indeed, fafely be omitted, but which 
is to be got over ; a certain quantity of 
which is, as it were, to be taken in the 
lump, with long intervals between the re- 
petitions ? Is it not among its delufions to 
confider religion as impofing a fet of hard- 
fliips, which muji be occafionally en- 
countered in order to procure a peaceable 
enjoyment of the long refpite? — a fhort 
penalty for a long pleafure? that thefe 
5 fevere 
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fevere conditions thus fulfilled, the ac* 
quitted Chriftian having paid the annual 
demand of a rigorous requifition, flie may 
now lawfully return to her natural ftate ; 
the old reckoning being adjufted, flie may 
begin a new fcore, and receive the reward 
of her puhflual obedience, in the refumed 
indulgence of thofe gratifications which (he 
had for a (hort time laid afide as a hard 
talk to pleafe a hard mafter : but this 
talk performed, and the mafter appealed, 
the mind may difcover its natural bent, 
lii joyfully returning to the objefts of its 
real choice ? Whereas, is it not clear on 
the other hand, that if the religious, eafi- 
ercifes had produced the efteft which it is 
the nature of true religion to produce, 
the penitent coi/ld not return with her old 
genuine alacriry to thofe habits of the 
world, from which the pious weekly 
manuals through which ihe has been labour- 
ing with the punftuality of an almanac as 
to the day, and the accuracy of a bead-ToU 

a» 
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as to the number, were intended by the 
devout authors to refcue their reader ? 

I am far from infinuating, that this 
literal fequeftration ought to be prolonged 
throughout the year, or that all the days 
of bufinefs are to be made equally days of 
folemnity and continued meditation. Thi^ 
earth is a place in which a much larger 
portion of a common Chriftian's time muft 
be affigned to aftion than to contemplation.* 
Women of the higher clafs were not fent 
into the world to fliun fociety, but to im- 
prove it. They were not defigned for the 
cold and vifionary virtues of folitudes and 
monafteries, but for the amiable, and en^* 
dearing, and ufeful offices of focial life t 
they are of a religion which does not im- 
pofe idle aufterities, but enjoins aftive 
duties ; a religron which demands the moft 
benevolent anions and which requires 
them to be fandlified by the pureft motives^ 
a religion which does not condemn its fol- 
lowers to the comparatively eafy taik of Te- 
clufion from the world, but affigns thetii 

the 
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the more difficult province of living uiU 
corrupted in it ; a religion which, while it 
forbids them " to follow a multitude to do 
evily'^ includes in that prohibition the (in 
of doing nothings and which moreover en- 
joins them to be followers of him ** who 
*^ went about doing good.^' 

But may we not reafonably contend^ 
that though the fame fequeftration is not 
required, yet that the fame Jpitit and 
tcmpcr^ which we would hope is thought 
neceflary even by thofe on whom we ar^ 
animadverting, during the occaiional htt- 
miliation, muft, by every real Chriftiani 
be extended throughout all the periods 
of the year ? And when that is really the 
cafe, when once the fpirit of religion (ball 
indeed govern the heart, it will not only 
animate her rehgious aclions and employ* 
ments, but will gradually extend itfelf to 
the chaftifing her converfation, will difci* 
pline her thoughts, influence her commoa 
bufmefs, reftrain her indulgencles, ^d 
fanftify her very pleafures. 

But 
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But It feems that many, who entertain 
a general notion of Chriftian duty, do 
not confider it as of univerfal and unre- 
mitting obligation, but rather as a duty 
binding at times on all, and at all times 
on fome. To the attention of fuch we 
would recommend that very explicit ad- 
drefs of our Lord on the fubjeft of felf- 
denial, the temper diredtly oppofed l;o a 
worldly fpirit : " And he faid unto them 
•' ALL, if any man will come after me, 
** let him deny himfelf, and take up his 
** crofs DAILY." Thofe who think felf- 
denial not of univerfal obligation, will 
obferve the word ^//, and thofe who think 
the obligation not conjiant will attend to 
the term daily. Thefe two little words 
cut up by the root all the occafionil reli- 
gious obfervances grafted on a worldly life; 
all tianfient, periodical, and temporary 
afts of piety, which fome feem willing to 
commute for a life of habitual thought- 
leflhefs and vanity. 

VOL. ih s There 
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There is indeed fcarcely a more pitiable 
being, than one who, inftead of making 
her religion the informing principle of all 
fhe does, has only juft enough to keep her 
in continual fear ; who drudges through 
her ftinted exercifes with a fuperftitious 
kind of terror, while her general life 
fhows that the love of holinefs is not the 
governing principle in her heart ; who 
feems to fufier all the pains and penalties 
of Chriftianity, but is a ftranger to " that 
'* liberty wherewith Chrift has made us 
" free." Let it not be thought a ludi- 
crous invention, if the author hazard the 
producing a real illuflration of thefe re- 
marks, in the inftance of a lady of this 
ftamp, who returning from church on a 
very cold day, and remarking with a good 
deal of felf-complacency how much fhe 
had fufFered in the performance of. her 
duty, comforted herfelf with emphatically 
adding, " that fhe hoped however it would 
" anfwerJ* 

There 
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There is this ftriking differenae between 
the real and the worldly Chriftian ; the 
latter does not complain of the ftridnefs of 
the divine law, but of the deficiencies of 
his own performance; while the worldly 
Chriftian is little troubled at his own 
failures, but deplores the ftri£biefs of the 
divine requifitions. The one wiflies that 
God would expefl lefs, the other prays 
for ftrength to do more. When the 
worldly perfon hears real Chriftians fpeak 
of their own low ftate, and acknowledge 
their extreme unworthinefs j he really be- 
lieves them to be worfe than thofe who 
make no fuch humiliating eonfef&ons. He 
does not know that a mind which is at 
once deeply convinced of its own cor- 
ruptions, and of the purity of the divine 
law, is fo keenly alive to the perception of 
all fin as to be humbled by the commiffion 
of fuch as is comparatively fmall, and 
which thefe who have lefc correft views of 
Gofpel truth hardly allow to be fm at all* 
s 2 Such 



26o ON A WORLDLV snKlT* 

Such an one with Job, fays, " Now mine 
« eye/eet/j Thee." 

But th^? is no permanent comfolt ill 
any religion, fliort of that by which the 
diligent Chriftian ftrives that all his aftiont 
fhall have the love of God for their mo* 
tive, and the glory of God, as well as his 
own falvation, for their end ; while to go 
about to balance our ^ood and bad aftiont 
one againft the other, and to take comfort 
in the occafional predominance of the 
former, while the cultivation of the prin"* 
ciple from which they fliould fpring is 
negleQed, is not the road to all thofc 
peaceful fruits of the fpirit to which true 
Chriftianity condufts the humble and pe* 
nitent believer. For, after all we can do, 
Chriftian tempers and a Chriftian fpirit 
are the true criterion of a Chriftian charac- 
ter, and ferve to furnifh the raoft unc* 
quivocal teft of our attainments in religion* 
Our dodrines may be found, but tbey 
may not be influential j our aftions may 

be 
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be correfl:, but they may want the fanfti- 
fying principle ; our frames and feelings 
may /eem, nay they may be devout, but 
they may be heightened by mere animal 
fervour ; even if genuine they are feldom 
lading ; and to many pious perfons they 
are not given : it is therefore the Chriftiaa 
tempers which mofl infallibly indicate the 
fincere Chriftian, and beft prepare him 
for the heavenly ftate. ' 

I am aware that a better caft of charac- 
ters than thofe we have been contem* 
plating ; that even the amiable and the 
well-difpofed, who, while they want courage 
to refift what they have too much princi- 
ple to think right, and too much fenfe to 
juflify, will yet plead for the palliating 
fyftem, and accufe thefe remarks of un- 
neceflary rigour.* They will declare " that 
*' really they are as religious as they can 
** be ; they wi(h they were better ; they 
*' have little fatifaftion in the life they arc 
*^ leading, yet they cannot break with the 
" world } they cannot fly in the face of 
S3 " cuftom J 
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** cuftom ; It does not become individuals 
** like them to oppofe the torrent of 
** falhion.** Beings fo interefting, abound- 
ing with engaging qualities; who not only* 
feel the beauty of goodnefs, but reverence 
the truths of Chriftianity, and are awfully 
looking for a general judgment, wc are 
grieved to hear lament " that they only do 
*' as others do/* when they are perhaps 
themfclves of fuch rank and importance 
that if they would begin to do right, others 
would be brought to do as they did. We 
are grieved to hear them indolently aiTert, 
that " they wi(h it were otherwifc,** when 
they poffefs the power to make it otherwife, 
by fetting an example which they know 
would be followed. We are forry to hear 
them content themfelves with declaring, 
that " they have not the courage to be 
** fingular," when they muft feel, by 
feeing the influence of their example in 
worfe things, that there would be no fuch 
great fingularity in piety itfelf, if once 
ihej became fincerely pious. Befides, this 

diffidence 
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diffidence does not break out on other oe- 
cafions. They do not blufh to be quoted 
as the oppofers of an old mode or the 
inventors of a new one: nor are they 
equally backward in being the firft to ap- 
pear in a ftrange fafhion, fuch an one as 
often excites wonder, and fometimes even 
offends againft delicacy. Let not then 
diffidence be pleaded as an excufe only 
on occafions wherein courage would be 
virtue. 

Will it be thought too harfh a queftion 
if we venture to afk thefe gentle characters 
who are thus entrenching themfelves in the 
imaginary fafety of furrounding multitudes, 
and who fay " We only do as others do/* 
whether they are willing to run the tre- 
mendous riik of confequences, and to fare 
as others fare ? 

But while thefe plead the authority of 
Faftiion as a fufficient reafon for their con- 
formity to the world, one who has fpoken 
with a paramount authority has pofitively 
faid, " Be ye 7iot conformed to the world.** 
s 4 Nay, 
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Nay, it is urged as the very badge and 
diilinftion by which the character oppofite 
to the Chriftian is to be marked, '^ that 
" the friendfliip of the world is enmity 
*• with God,'' 

Temptation to conform to the world 
was never perhaps more irrefillibic than in 
the days whicli immediately preceded the 
Deluge: and no man could ever have 
pleaded the fajlmn in order to juftify a 
criminal affimilation with the reigning 
manners, with more propriety than the 
Patriarch Noah. He had the two grand 
and contending objefts of terror to en- 
counter which we have; the fear of ridi* 
cule, and the fear of deflruftion ; the dread 
of fin, and the dread of fingularity. Our 
caufe of alarm is at leaft equally prefiing 
with his J for it does not appear, eveu 
while he was aftually obeying the Divine 
command in providing the means of hi« 
future fafety, that htfaw any actual fymp- 
toms of the impending ruin. So that in 
one fenfe he might have truly pleaded 
6 as 
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as an excufe for flacknefs of preparation, 
** that all things continued as they were 
*' from the beginning ;'* while many of 
us, though the ftorm is actually began, 
never think of providing the refuge : it is 
true he was " warned of God/* and he 
provided . " by faith/' But are not we 
alfo warned of God ? have we not had a 
fuller revelation ? have we not feen Scrips 
ture illuftrated, prophecy fulfilling, with 
every awful circumftance that can either 
quicken the moft fluggifli remifnefs, or 
confirm the feebleft faith ? 

Befides, the Patriarch's plea for follow- 
ing the fafhion was ftronger than you can 
produce. While you muft fee that many 
are going wrong, he faw that none were 
going right. " All flefh had corrupted 
" his way before God ;'* whilft, bleiTed be 
God! you have ftill inftances enough of 
piety to keep you in countenance. While 
you lament that the world fcduccs you^ 
(for every one has a little world of his 
own,) your world perhaps is only a petty 

xiieighbottr* 
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neighbourhood, a few ftreets and fquares j 
but the Patriarch had really the contagion 
of a whole united world to refift ; he had 
literally the example of the whole face of 
the earth to oppofe. The '' fear of man" 
alfo would then have been a more pardon- 
able fault, when the lives of the fame in- 
dividuals who were likely to excite refpedk 
or fear was prolonged many ages, than it 
can be in the fhort period now affigned to 
human life. How lamentable then that 
human opinion fliould operate fo power-' 
fully, when it is but the breath of a being 
fo frail and fo fliort-lived, 

■f hat he doth ceafe to be. 
Ere one can fay he is ! 

You who find it fo difficult to withftand 
the individual allurement of one modifli 
acquaintance, would, if you had been in 
the Patriarch's cafe, have concluded the 
ftruggle to be quite ineffeftuai, and funk 
under the fuppofed fruitlefTnefsof refiftance, 
*' Myfclf/' would you not have fai4'^^^' or 

"at 
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"^ at moft my little family of eight pexfons 
** can, never hope to flop this torrent of* 
" corruption ; I lament the fruitleflhefe 
** of oppofition ; I deplorq the neceffity pf 
"conformity with the prevailing fyftem: 
"but it would be a foolifli prefumption 
** to hope that one family can effefl a. 
** chaiige in the ftate of the world/* la 
your own cafe, however, it is not certain 
to how wide an extent the hearty union 
of even fewer perfons in fuch a caufe 
might reach : at leaft is it nothing to do 
what the Patriarch did ? was it nothing to 
preferve himfelf from the general de- 
ftruflion ; was it nothing 4o deliver his 
own foul? was it nothing to refcue the 
fouls of his whole family ? 

A wife man will never differ from the 
world in trifles. It is certainly a mark of 
a found judgment to comply with cuftom, 
whenever we fafely can ; fuch compliance 
ftrengthens our influence by refer ving to 
ourfelves the greater weight of authority 
on thofe occafions, when our confcience 
- . obliges 
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obliges us to differ. Tliofe who are pru* 
dent will chearfuUy conform to all the in- 
nocent ufages of the world ; but thofe 
who are Chriftians will be fcrupulous in 
defining which are really innocent previous 
to their conformity to them. Not what 
the world, but what the Gofpel calls inno- 
cent will be found at the grand fcrutiny to 
have been really fo. A difcreet Chriftian 
will take due pains to be convinced he is 
right before he will prefume to be Angular: 
but from the inftant he is perfuaded that 
the Gofpel is true, and the world of courfc 
wrong, he will no longer rifk his fafety by 
following multitudes, or hazard his foul 
by flaking it on human opinion. All our 
moft dangerous miftakcs arife from our not 
conftantly referring our praftice to , the 
ftandard of Scripture, inftead of the mu- 
table ftandard of human eftimation by 
which it is impoffible to fix the real value 
of charafters. For this latter ftandard in 
fome cafes determines thofe to be good 
who do not run all the lengths in which 

the 
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the notorioufly bad allow themfelvcs. 
The Gofpel has an univerfal, the world 
has a local, ftandard of goodnefs : in cer* 
tain focieties certain vices alone are di(ho* 
nourable, fuch as covetoufnefs and cowar** 
dice; while thofe fins of which our Sa- 
viour has faid, that they which commit 
them " fliall not inherit the kingdom o( 
" God,'* detraft nothing from the refpect 
feme pcrfons receive. Nay, thofe very 
characters whom the Almighty has ex* 
prefbly and awfully declared " He will 
" judge *,** are received, are admired, are 
carefled, in that which calls itfelf the beft 
company. 

But to weigh our aftions by one ftand-* 
ard now, when we know they will ht 
judged by another hereafter, would be 
reckoned the height of abfurdity in any 
tranfaclions but thofe which involve the 
interefts of eternity. " How readeft 

* Heb. xlii. 4. 

"thou?'' 
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'* thou ?'* IS a more fpecific direftion than 
any comparative view of our own habits 
with the habits of others : and at the 
final bar it will be of little avail that 
our aftions have rifen above thofe of bad 
men, if our views and principles Ihall be 
found to have been in oppofition to the 
Gofpel of Chrift. 

Nor is tbcir practice more commend- 
able, who are ever on the watch to pick 
out the word aftions of good men, by 
way of juflifying their own conduct on the 
comparifon. The faults of the beft men, 
*' for there is not a juft man upon earth 
" who finneth not/* can in no wife 
juflify the errors of the word : and it is 
not, invariably, the example of even good 
men that we muft take for our unerring 
rule of condufl: : nor is it by a fingle 
aSion that either they or we fliall be 
judged; for in that cafe who could be 
faved ? but it is by the general prevalence 
of right principles and good habits, and 

Chriflian 
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Chriftian tempers; by the predominance 
of holinefs, and righteoufiiefs, and temper- 
,ance in the life, and by the power of hu- 
mility, faith, and love in the heart. , 



[ 272 ] 



CHAP. XX. 

On the leading doftrines of Chri/iianity.*^ 

^he corruption of human nature. --^Tbi 

dodrinc of redemption. — The necejfttj of 

a chiiu'y^c of hearty and of the divine in^ 

Jiucnces to produce that change, -^With a 

fJcetch of the Chri/iian chara£ler. 

1 HE author having in this little work 
taken a view of the falfe notions often im* 
bibed in early life from a bad education^ 
and of their pernicious effefts ; and having 
attempted to point out the refpeftive re- 
medies to thefe ; fhe would now draw all 
that has been faid to a point, and declare 
plainly what flie humbly conceives to be 
the fource whence all thefe falfe notions 
and this wrong conduct really proceed: 
the prophet Jeremiah fhall anfwer : " It 
" is becaufe they have forfaken the foun- 
*' tain of living waters, and have hewn 

" out 
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^^ out to themfelves cift^rns, broken cif- 
** terns that can hold no water/* It is 
an ignorance pad belief of what true 
Chriftianity really is : the remedy, there- 
fore, and the only remedy that can be ap- 
plied with any profpeft of fuccefs, is reli- 
gion, and by Religion fhe would be under- 
flood to mean the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift. 

It has been before hinted, that Religion 
fliould be taught at an early period of 
life; that children fhould be brought up 
** in the nurture and admonition of the 
*' Lord.'* The manner in which they 
fliould be taught has likewife with great 
plainnefs been fuggefted ; that it fliould be 
done in fo lively and familiar a manner 
as to make Religion amiable, and her 
ways to appear, what they really are, 
*« ways of pleafantnefs.*' And a flight 
Iketch has been given of the genius of 
Chiifl:ianity, by which her amiablenefs 
would more clearly appear. But this, 
being a fubjed of fuch vaft importance, 

VOL. II. T com- 
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compared with which every other fubjeft 
fmks into nothing ; it feems not fufficient 
to fpeak on the doftrines and duties of 
Chrillianity in detached parts, but it is of 
importance to point out, though in a brief 
and imperfeft manner, the mutual depend- 
ance of one doftrine upon another, and the 
influence which thefe doArines have upon 
the heart and life, fo that the dtitiei of 
Chriftianity may be feen to grow out of 
its dodrines : by which it will appear that 
Chriflian virtue differs ejfentially from Pa- 
gan : it is of a quite different kind : thft 
plant itfelf is different, it comes from a 
different root, and grows in a different foiL 
It will be feen how the humbling doc- 
trine of the corruption of human nature, 
which has followed from the corruption 
of our firft parents, makes way for the 
bright difplay of redeeming love. How 
from the abafmg thought that ** we are 
*• all as flieep going aftray, every one in 
^' his own way :'* that none can return 

t^ 
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i6 the (hepherd of our fouls, *^ except the 
« Father draw him :" that " the naturd 
*' man cannot receive the things of the 
^« fpirit, becaufe they are fpiritually dif- 
** cerned :'* how from this humiliating 
View of the belpkjhe/s, as well as the 
corruption of human nature, we are to 
turn to that animating doQrine, the oS&c 
t)f divine ajfijiante. So that, though hu- 
man nature will appear from this view in 
a deeply degraded ftate, and confequendy 
W/ have caufe for humility, yet not one 
has caufe for defpair : the difeafe indeed is 
dreadful, but a phyfician is at hand, both 
able and willing to fave us : though We are 
naturally without *' ftrength, our help is 
** laid upon one that is mighty/* If the 
Gofpel difcover to us our lapfed ftate, it 
difcovers alfo the means of our reftoration 
to the divine image and favour. It not 
only difcovers but impreifes this image ; it 
not only gives us the defcription, but the 
attainment of this favour ; and while thfe 
T 2 wor4 
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word of God fuggefts the remedy, hie 
fpirit applies it. 

We fhould obferve then, that the doc- 
trines of our Saviour are, if I may fo 
fpeak, with a beautiful confiftency, all 
woven into one piece. We (iKDuld get fuch 
a view of their« reciprocal dependence as 
to be perfuaded*hat without a deep fenfc 
of our own corruptions we can never feri- 
oufly believe in a Saviour, becaufe the 
fubftantial and acceptable belief in Him 
muft always arife from the conviQion of 
our want of Him ; that without a firm per- 
fuafion that the Holy Spirit can alone rc- 
ftore our fallen nature, repair the ruins 
of fm, and renew the image of God upon 
the heart, we never (hall be brought to 
ferious humble* prayer for repentance and 
reftoration j and that, without this repent- 
anccj there is no falvation: for though 
Chrift has died for us, and confequently 
to him alone we muft look as a Saviour, 
yet he has hinvfelf declared that he will 
fave none but true penitents. 
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ON THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN COR- 
RUPTION. 

• To come now to a more particular 
ftatement of ihefe doftrines. When aii 
important edifice is about to be ere£ted, a 
wife builder . will dig deep, and look well 
to the foundations, knowing ;that: without 
this, the fabric will not be likely to itand^f 
The foundation of the Chriftian religion^' 
out of which the whole ftruatire may b* 
feid to arife, appears to be the dodrine of 
the fall of man from his original ftate of 
righteoufnefs ; and the corruption and 
hclpleffnefs of human, nature^ which are 
the confequences of this fall, and which; 
16 the natural ftate of every one born inta 
the world. To this doftrine it is import^ 
ant to conciliate the minds, more efpecially. 
of young perfons^ who are peculiarly difc 
pofed to turn away from it as a raorofe, 
unamiable, and gloomy idea. They are 
apt to accufe thofe who are more ftrifl and 
fcxious^ of unneceffary feverity^ and to- 
T3 fufpea 
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fufpeft them of thinking unjuftly ill ef 
mankind. Some of the reafons which 
prejudice the inexperienced againft the 
dodrine in queftion appear to be the fol- 
lowing. 

Young perfons themfelves have feen 
little of the world. In pleafurable fodety 
the world puts on its mod amiable ap* 
pearance; and that foftnefs and urbanity 
which prevail, particularly amongft per- 
fons of faihion, are liable to be miftaken 
for more than they are really worth. The 
oppofition to this doftrine in the young, 
arifes partly from ingenuoufnefs of heart, 
partly from a habit of indulging themfelvea 
in favourable fuppofitions refpefting the 
world, rather than of purfuing truth, which 
is always the grand thing to be purfued ; aii4 
partly from the popularity of the tenet, that 
enjery body is Jo wonderfully good! 

This error in youth has however a fliU; 
deeper foundation, which is their not hav-» 
ing a right ftandard of moral good and evil 
themfelves, in confequenee of their already 

partsJcing. 



HUMAN coRinuPTioK. ayg 

partaking of the very corruption which is 
fpoken of, and which, in perverting the 
will, darkens the underftanding alfo ; they 
are therefore apt to have "no very ftriO: 
fenfe of duty, or of the neceffity of a right 
and religious motive to every aft. 

Moreover, young people lifually do not 
know themfelves. Not having yet been 
much expofed to temptation, owing to the 
prudent reftraints in which they have beea 
kept, they little fufpeft to what lengths 
in vice they themfelves are liable to be 
tranfported, nor how far others adually 
are carried who are fet free from thofe 
reftraints. 

Having laid down thefe as fome of the 
caufes of error on this point, I proceed to 
obferve on what ftrong grouncjs the doc» 
trine itfelf ftands. 

Profane hiftory abundantly confirms this 
truth : the hiftory of the world being in 
faft little elfe than the hiftory of the crimes 
of the human race. Even though the an- 
nals of ren:ate ages lie lb involved in ob- 
T 4 fcuritv. 
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fcurity, that fome degree of uncertainty 
attaches itfelf to many of the events re-, 
corded, yet this one melancholy truth i$ 
always clear, that mod of the miferie$. 
which have been brought upon mankind 
have proceeded from this general depravity. 
The world we now live in fur^ifhes 
abundant proof of this truth. In a \^orld 
formed on the deceitful theory of thofc 
who aflert the innocence and dignity of 
man, almoft all the profeffions, fince they 
would have been rendered ufelefs by fuch 
a ftate of innocence, would not have 
exifted. Without fin we may nearly pre- 
fume there would have been no ficknefs ; 
fo that every medical profeffor is a (land- 
ing evidence of this fad truth. Sin not 
only brought ficknefs but death into the 
world; confequently every funeral prefent^ 
a more irrefragable argument than a thpu- 
land fermons. Had man perfevered in hi^ 
original integrity, there could have been 
no litigation, for there >yould be no gon* 
lefts about property in a world where noa? 

woulc^ 
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would be inclined to attack it. Profeflbrs 
of law, therefore, from the attorney who 
profccutes for a trefpafs, to the pleader 
Vfho defends a criminal, or the judge who 
condemns him, loudly confirm the doc- 
trine. Every vidtory by fea or land fhould 
teach us to rejoice with humiliation, for 
conqueft itfelf brings a terrible, though 
fplendid atteftation to the truth qf th^ fall 
of man. 

Even thofe who deny the dodrine, aft 
univerfally more or lefs on the principle* 
Why do we all fecure our houfes with 
bolts, and bars, and lock| ? Do we take 
thefe fteps to defend ©ur lives or property 
from any particular fear ? from any fufpi- 
cion of this neighbour, or that fervant, or 
the other invader? No: — It is from a 
practical conviftion of the common deprar 
vity; from a conftant, pervading, but un- 
(Jefined dread of impending evil arifing 
from the fenjfe of general corruption. Are 
liot prifons built, and laws enacted, pn the 
jp^me practical principle's 

But 
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But, not to defcend to tlie more degraded 
part of our fpecies. Why in the faireft 
tranfaction of buiinefs is nothing executed 
without bonds, receipts, and notes of 
hand? why does not a perfeft con* 
fidence in the dignity of bumati nature 
abolifh all thefe fecuriiies ; if not between 
enemies, or people indifferent to each 
other, yet at lead between frienda and 
kindred, and the mod honourable con* 
neclions ? why, but becaufe of that uni- 
verfal fufpicion between man and man, 
which, by all we fee, aild hear, and feel, 
is become interwoven with our very make ? 
Though we do not entertain any individual 
fulpicion, nay, though we have the ftrongeft 
prfonal coniiuence, yet the acknowledged 
principle of conduft has this doftrine for 
its baiis. " I will take a receipt, though 
" it were from my brother,'* is the 
eftabllfhed voice of mankind; or, as I 
have heard it more artfully put, by a fal- 
lacy of which the very difguife difcovers 
the principle, " Think every man honeft, 

^* but 
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^^ but desti with him as if you knew him 
^<to be otherwife/* And as in a ftate 
of innocence, the beads, it U prefumedji 
ViPwH not have bled for the fuftcnance of 
man, fo their parchments would not h^ve 
b^en wanted, as inflruments of his fecurity^ 
^gainft his fellow man *. 

But the grand arguments for this doc* 
trine muft be drawn from the Holy Scrip- 
tures: and thefe, befides implying' it al- 
moft continually, exprefsly affert it; and 
that ia inftances too numerous to be all 
of them brought forward here. Of thefe 
may I be allowed to produce a few? 
*i God faw that the wickednefs of man 
*' was great, and that every imaginatioa 
^f of the thoughts of his heart was only 

• Bifhop Butler dIftin<SVly declares this truth to 
be evident, from experience as well as Revelation, 
f< that this world exhibits an idea of a Ruik ;** 
and he will hazard much who ventures tq afferc that 
Butkr defended Chriftiaaity upou prindplca uncoa* 
(onant to reafon^ fhilofophy^ or found esc^crience. 

"evil 
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*« evil continually :" — " God looked npon 
** the earth, and behold, it was corrupt j 
•^ for all fiejh had corrupted his way upon 
*^ the earth. And it repented the Lord 
" that he had made man on the earth, and 
*^ it grieved him at his heart *.'* This is 
a pifture of mankind before the flood ; and 
the doctrine receives additional confirma* 
txon in Scripture, when it fpeaks of the 
times which followed after that treimen^ 
dous judgment had taken place. The 
Pfalms abound .'n lamentations on the dc* 
pravity of man : " They are all gone 
^ afide; there is none that doeth good, no: 
*^ not one:^ — " In thy fight,*' fays David, 
tddreffing the Moft High, " Ihall m man 
*' living be juftified." Job, in his ufual 
^' lofty drain of interrogation, aiks, *^ What 
** is man that he fliould be clean, and hq 
** that is born of a woman that he (hould 
♦' be righteous ? Behold the heavens arQ 
*' not clean in Kn fight, how much more 

• Gencfis, yJ. 

7 «^ abomjr 
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•* "Stbominable and filthy is man, who 
•* drinketh iniquity like water * ?" 

Nor do the Scriptures fpeak of this cx)f * 
Tuption as arifing only from occafional 
temptation, or from mere extrinfic caules* 
The wife man tells us, that, " fooliftincfe is 
** bound up in the heart of a child :^' the 
prophet Jeremiah affures us, " the heart is 
<« deceitful above all things, and defperately 
** wicked :" and David plainly ftates the 
doctrine ; '^ Behold, I was ihapen in ini« 
** quity, and in lin did my mother conceive 
*' me." Can language be more explicit ? 

The New Teftament corroborates the 
Old. Our Lord's reproof of Peter feemt 
to take the doctrine for granted : " Thou 
*' favoured not the things that be of God, 
*' but thofe that be of man j" clearly inti* 

• Perhaps one reafon why the faults. of the moft 
«ninent Saints are recorded in Scripture, is to add 
frcfli confirmation to this do6lrine. If Abraham, 
Mofes, Noah, Elijah, David, and Peter finned, 
who, (hall we prefume to fay, has efcaped the univer- 
fal taint? ^ ' 

mating. 
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mating, that the ways of man are oppoiitft 
to the ways of God. And our Saviour, ill 
that afFeding difcourfe to his difciples^ 
obferves to them, that, as they were by hh 
grace made different from others, therefore 
they muft expeft to be hated by thofe 
who were fo unlike them. And it fhould 
be particularly obferved, as another proof 
that the world is wicked, that our Lord 
confidered " the world^^ as oppofed to hitt 
and to his difciples. " If ye were of the 
*' world, the world would love its own ; 
" but I have chofen you out of the worlds 
•' therefore the world hateth you */* St* 
John, writing to his Chriftian churchy 
ftates the fame truth: " We know that 
*' we are of God, and the whole world 
** lieth in wickednefs.*' 

Man in his natural and unbelieving ftat6 
is likewife reprefented as in a ftate of guilt 
and under the difpleafure of Almighty 
God. " He that believeth not the Son 

♦ John, XV, ig, 

"fhall 
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^ fliall not fee life ; but the wrath of God 
•* abldeth on him/* 

Here, however, if it be objefted, that 
the heathen who never heard of the Gofpei, 
'Will not alTuredly be judged by it, the Sa- 
viour's anfwer to fuch curious inquirers 
concerning the ftate of others is, " Strive 
** to enter in at the ft rait gate." It is 
toough for us to believe that God, who 
will " jndge the world in righteoufnefs,*' 
will judge all men according to their op- 
portunities. The heathen, to whom he 
has not fent the light of the Gt)fpel will 
probably not be judged by the Gofpei, 
But with whatever mercy he may judg^ 
thofe who, living in a land of darkne&, 
are without knowledge of his revealed law, 
cur bufinefs is not with them, but with 
ourfelves. It is our bufinefs to confider 
what mercy he v^'ill extend to whofe who, 
living in a Chriftian country, abounding 
with means and ordinances, where the 
Gofpei is preached in its purity ; it is ctir 
bufinefs to inquire how he will deal with 

ihofe 
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thofe who (hut their eyes to its beams, whd 
clofe their ears to its truths. For an unbe* 
liever who has pafTed his life in the meridian 
of Scripture h'ght, or for an outward but 
unfruitful profeflbr of Chriftianity, I know 
not what hope the Gofpel holds out. 

The natural (late of man is again thus 
defcribed: " The carnal mind is enmity 
*' againft God ; (awful thought !) for it 
•* is not fubjeft to the law of God, neither 
*' indeed can be. So then they that are 
*^ in the flelh cannot plcafe God.** What 
the Apoftle means by being in the fiejh^ 
is evident by what follows ; for fpeaking 
of thofe whofe hearts where changed by 
Divine grace, he fays, " But ye are not iB 
*• the fle(h, but in the fpiritj if fo be that 
*' the fpirit of God dwell in you:** that is, 
you are not now in your natural (late : the 
change that has paffed on your minds by 
the influence of the Spirit of God is fo 
great, that your (late may properly be 
called " being in the fpirit.** It may ht 
further obferved that the fame Apoftle, 

writing 



writing to the cfaurches of Galatia, teitt' 
diem, that the natural corruption of the 
humam heart is continually oppoiing the 
i^it of holinefs "which influences the re« 
generate. " The flefh lufteth againft the 
"fpkit, and the fpirit againft the flefli, 
" and thefe are contrary the one to the 
•* other :" which paflage by the way, at the 
fiune time that it proves the corruption 
of the heart, proves the necelfity o! 
divine influences. And the Apoftle, with 
rcfped to himfelf, freely confefles and 
deeply laments the workings of this cor- 
rupt principle : " O wretched man thait I 
•^ am, who fhall deliver me from the body 
"of this death?" 

It has been objeded by fome who have 
oppofed this doflrine, that the fame Scrip- 
tures which fpeak of mankind as being 
Jinners^ fpeak of fome as being righteous f 
and hence they would argue, that though 
diis depravity of human nali^re may 
be general, yet it cannot be untv&rfdh 
This objefUon, when examinad^ fflfrves 
only, like all other obje^ioas-^^^d Cttt 

VOL. II. u truth, 
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truth, to eftablifli that which it was in" 
tended to deftroy. For what do the 
Scriptures affert refpeding the righteous? 
That there are fome whofe principles, 
views, and condud, are fo diflFerent from 
the feft of the world, and from what thdrs 
themfelves once were, that thefe perfons 
are honoured with the peculiar title of the 
" fons of God." But nowhere do the 
Scriptures affert that even thefe 2Xtfadefs\ 
on the contrary their faults are frequently 
mentioned; and perfons of this clais are 
moreover reprefented as thofe on whom a 
great change has paffed : as having been for- 
merly " dead in trefpaffes and fms}** but 
as " being now called out of darknefs into 
" light :'* as tranjlated into the. kingdom 
*' of God's dear Son ;" as " having ^ij^i 
« from death to life/' And St. Paul put 
this matter paft all doubt, by exprefsly, 
afferting, that *' they were all by na- 
" ture the children of wrath even as 
.« others." 

It might be well to a(k certain perfons, 
Who oppofe the doftrine in queftion^ . and 

who 
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who alfo feem to talk as if they thought 
there * were many finlefs people in the 
world, how they expert that fuch fmlefs 
people will be faved? (though indeed to 
talk of an innocent perfon being faved in- 
Tolves a palpable contradidion in terms, of 
which thofe who ufe the exprdfion do 
not feem to be aware; it is talking of 
curing a man already in health.) *< Un- 
*^ doubtedly,'* fuch will fay, " they will 
** be received into thofe abodes of blifs 
^' prepared for the righteous/'-i-But be it 
remembered, there is but one way to thefe 
blisful abodes, and that is, through Jefus 
Chrift: " For there is none other name 
** given among men whereby we muft be 
<< faved.** If we afk whom did Cha-ift come 
to favc? the Scripture direQly anfwers, 
*' He came into the world to fave Jin- 
** ners :** — *' His name was called Jefus, 
** becaufe he came to fave his people from 
" their ftns.*' When St. John was favoured 
with a heavenly vifion, he tells us, that he 
beheld ^^ a great multitude which no man 
u 2 •* could 
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^< could number, of all zkations,. and kift^ 
^ dredy and people^ and tongues, ftan^ng 
^^ before the throne, and before the lamlp^ 
^ clothed with white robes :'* that ona of 
the heavenly inhabitants informed him 
who they were: " Thefe are they who 
^^ come out of great tribulation, and haTe 
^^ wafhed their robesj^ and made then 
^^ whke in the blood of the Lamb ; there^ 
^ fore are they before the throne of God, 
^^ and fervc Hitn d^y and night in bis 
^^ Temple ; and he that fitteth oa the 
'^ throne {hall dwell anKXi^ them j thef 
^^ fliall hunger na more» neubef thirft 
^^ any more, nekher iball the fun . Kght 
^' on thei»>» nor any heat ; for the Lamb 
^' which is in the midft of the throne (hall 
^^ feed them, and ihall kad them to living 
^^ fountains of waters, synd Qod flujl wipo 
" away all tears from their eyes^'* 

We may gather from this defcriptioB 

what thefe glorious and happy beings once 

were : they were Jinful creatures : their 

robes were not/potlefs : " They had '^q/heif 

I " them 



" them, and made tfeem white la tht 
** blood of the Lamb," They are lifcewife 
generally reprefented as havibg bten oiice 
^f^ff^^^^S pct)ple : they came put of great 
tribulation^ Th^y are defcribed as haying 
overcome the great tempter tf mankiadt, 
^y by the blood of the Limb * :** as they 
who " follo'w the Lamb whitherfoever he 
"goeth:*' as " redeemed from amcHig 
*' men f." And their emphymmt in the 
regions of blifs is a farther condrmation 
of the doftrine of which we fere treating. 
" The great multitude/' &c. &c, wc are 
told, " flood and cried with a loud voice, 
*' Salvation to our God, who fittctfa upon 
" the throne, and to the Lamb !" Here we 
fee they afcribe their falvation to Chrift, 
and confequently their prefent happinefs to 
his atoning blood. And in another of their 
celeftial anthems, they fay in like manner : 
*' Thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us 
to God by thy blood, out of every 

*" Rev. xii. 14. t Rc^- x''^- 4- 

u 3 " kindred. 



cc 



294 'HUMAN CORRUPTIOK. 

*^ kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
« nation. •" 

By all this it is evident that men of 
any other defcription than redeemed Jinners 
mud gain admittance to heaven fome other 
way than that which the Scriptures pdlnt 
out ; and alfo that when they fliall arrive 
there, fo diflferent will be their employ- 
ment, that they muft have an anthem pe- 
culiar to themfelves. 

Nothing is more adapted to *' the cafting 
" down of high imaginations,'* and to pro- 
mote humility, than this refleftion, that 
heaven is always in Scripture pointed 'out 
not as the reward of the innocent, but as 
the hope of the penitent. This, while k is 
calculated to " exclude boafting," the tem- 
per the moft oppofite to the Gofpel, is yet 
the moft fuited to afford comfort ; for were 
heaven promifed as the reward of inno- 
cence, who could attain to it? but being, 
as it is, the promifed portion of faith and 
repentance, purchafed for us by the blood 

* Rev. V. 9, 
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of Chrift, and offered to every penitent 
believer, who is compelled to mifs it ? 

It is urged that the belief of this doftrine 
of our corruption produces many ill effefts, 
and therefore it fhould be difcouraged.— 
That it does not produce thofe ill effefts, 
when not mifunderftood or partially repre- 
fented, we fhall attempt to (how: at the 
fame time let it be obferved, if it be really 
true we muft not rejeft it on account of any 
of thefe fuppofed ill-confequences. Truth 
may often be attended with difagreeable 
effeds, but if it be truth it muft ftill be 
purfued. If for inftance, treafon fliould 
cxift in a country, every one knows the 
difagreeable effefts which will follow fuch 
a conviftion ; but our not believing fuch 
treafon to exift, will not prevent fuch effeft 
following it : on the contrary, our believing 
it may prevent the fatal confequences. 

It is objeded, that this dodrine debafes 
and degrades human nature, and that find- 
ing fault with the building is only another 
way of finding fault with the architeft. To 
u 4 the 
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the firft part of this objeflion it may be re- 
marked, that if man be really a corrupt, 
fallen being, it is proper to reprefent him 
as fuch : the fault then lies in the man^ and 
not in the dodrine^ which only ftates the 
truth. As to the inference which is fup- . 
pofed to follow, namely, that it throws 
the fault upon the Creator, it proceeds 
upon the falfe fuppolition that man's 
prefent corrupt (late is the ftate in which 
he was originally created : the contrary of 
which is the truth. " God made man up- 
" right, but he hath found out many in- 
** ventions/* 

It is likewife objefted, that as this doc* 
trine muft give us fuch a bad opinion of 
mankind, it muft confequently produce 
ill-will, hatred, and fufpicion. But it 
fhould be remembered, that it gives us no 
worfe an opinion of other men than it 
gives us of ourfelves ; and fuch views of 
ourfelves have a very falutary effeft, inaf- 
much as they have a tendency to produce 
humility ; and humility is not likely to pro- 
duce 
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diH^e ill- will to others, *' for only from 
•5 pride cometh contention :" and as to the 
views it gives us of mankind, it teprefents 
us as fillow-fufferers ; and furely the con- 
fideration that we are companions in mifery 
is not calculated to produce hatred. The 
truth is, thefe eflfeds, where they have 
aftually followed, have followed from at 
falfe and partial view of the fubjeft. 

Old perfons who have feen much of the 
world, and who have little religion, are 
apt to be ftrong in their belief of man's 
aftual corruption ; but not taking it up on 
Chriftian grounds, this belief in them (hows 
itfelf in a narrow and malignant temper ; 
in uncharitable judgment and harfh opi- 
nions, in individual fufpicion, and in too 
general a difpofition to hatred. 

Sufpicion and hatred alfo are the ufes to 
which Rochefaucault and the other French 
philofophers have converted this doclrine : 
their acute minds intuitively found the cor- 
ruption of man, and they faw it without its 
concomitant and correfting dodrine : they 

allowed 
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allowed man to be a depraved creature, 
but difallowed his high original: they 
found him in a low ftate, but did not con- 
ceive of him as having fallen from a better. 
They reprefent him rather as a brute than 
an apoftate; not taking into the account 
that his prefent degraded nature and deprav- 
ed faculties are not his original ftate : that 
he is not fuch as he came out of the hands 
of his Creator, but fuch as he has been 
made by fin. Nor do they know that he 
has not even now lofl: all remains of his 
primitive dignity, all traces of his divine 
original, but is flill capable of a reftoration 
more glorious 

Than is dreamt of in their philofophy. 

Perhaps, too, they know from what they 
feelj all the evil to which man is inclined j 
but they do not know, for they have not 
felt, all the good of which he is capable by 
the fuperinduftion of the divine principle ; 
thus they afperfe human nature inftead of 
reprefenting it fairly, and in fo doing it is 
t&ey who calumniate the great Creator. 

The 
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The doftrine of corruption is likewife 
accufed of being a gloomy, difcouraging 
doftrine, and an enemy to joy and com- 
fort. Now fiippofe this objedion true in 
its fulleft extent. Is it any way unreafon- 
able that a being fallen into a ftate of (inj 
under the difpleafure of Almighty God, 
fliould feel ferioujly alarmed at being in 
fuch a ftate? Is the condemned criminal 
blamed becaufe he is not merry? And 
would it be efteemed a kind adion to per- 
fuade him that he is not condemned in order 
to make him fo ? 

But this charge is not true in the fenfc 
intended by thofe who bring it forward. 
Thofe who believe this doftrine are not 
the moft gloomy people. When, indeed, 
any one by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit is brought to view his ftate as it 
really is, a ftate of guilt and danger, it is 
natural that fear fliould be excited in his 
mind, but it is fuch a fear as impels Yam 
" to flee from the wrath to come :'' it is 
fuch a fear as moved Noah to " pre- 

" pare 
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** pare an ark to the faving of his houfe/' 
Such an one will likewife htXforrow ; not 
however " the forrow of the world which 
" worketh death/* but that godly for* 
row which worketh repentance. Such an 
one IS faid to be driven to dejpair by this 
doftrine; but it is the defpair of his Own 
ability to fave himfelf ; it is that wholefiacBC 
defpair of his own merits produced by con» 
viaion and humility which drives him to 
feek a better refuge ; and fuch an one ii 
in a proper ftate to receive the glorious 
doctrine we are next about to contemplate | 
namely, 

That god so loved the world, 

THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON, THAT WHOSOEVER RELIEVED ON 
HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, JBUT HAVE 
EVERLASTING LIFE. 

Of this doftrine it is of the laft import- 
ance to form juft views, for as it is the 
only dodrine which can keep the humble 
penitent from defpair, fo, on the other 

hand, 
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hand, great care muft be taken that falfe 
views of it do not lead us to prefumption* 
Ih order to underftand it rightly, we muft 
not fiB our minds with our own reafonings 
iqjan it, which is the way in which fome 
good people have been mifled, but we. 
muft betake ourfelves to the Scriptures^ 
wherein we Ihall find the doftrine ftated 
fo plainly as to (hew that the miftakes have 
not arifen from a want of clearnefs in 
the Scriptures, but from a defire to make 
it bend to fome favourite notions. White 
it has been totally rejefted by fome, it ha» 
been fo mutilated by others, as hardly to 
retain any refemblance to the Scripture 
do^ine of redemption. We are told in 
the beautiful pafTage laft quoted its four ce — 
the love of God to a loft world ; — v/h the 
Redeemer was — the Son of God ; — the 
£nd for which this plan was formed aud 
executed — " that whofocver believed in 
^^ him (hould not perilh, but have ever- 
« lafting life."—'' As I live, faith the 
" Lord, I have no pleafure in the death of 

" the 
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" the wicked/* — " He would have all 
*' men to be faved and to come to the 
** knowledge of the truth.'* — " He would 
" not have any perifli, but that all fhould- 
** come to repentance.** There is nothing 
furely in all this to promote gloomine& 
On the contrary, if kindnefs and mercy 
have a tendency to win and warm the heart, 
here is every incentive to joy and cheerful- 
nefs. Chriftianity looks kindly towards 
all, and with peculiar tendernefs on fuch 
as, from humbling views of their own un- 
worthinefs, might be led to fancy themfelves 
excluded: — we are exprefsly told, that 
" Chrift died for ^z//:"— that " he tafted 
** death for every man ;** — that *' he died 
*' for the fins of the whole world.** Ac- 
cordingly he has commanded that his 
Gofpel fhould be " preached to every 
^^ creature ;^* which is in effeft declaring, 
that not a fingle human being is excluded ; 
for to preach the Gofpel is to offer a Sa- 
viour : — and the Saviour in the plained 
language offers himfelf to all,— declaring 

to 
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to " all the ends of the earth,"—" Look 
" unto me and be faved." It is therefore 
an undeniable truth, that no one will 
periih for want of a Saviour, but for r^- 
jeding him. That none are excluded who 
do not exclude themfelves, as many un- 
happily do, who ** rejeft the counfel of 
*^ God againft themfelves, and fo receive 
*^ the grace of God in vain.'* 

But to fuppofe that becaufe Chrift has 
died for the " fins of the whole world,*' 
the whole wof Id will therefore be faved^ 
IS a mod fatal miflake. In the fame book > 
which tells us that " Chrift died for all," 
we have likewife this awful admonition ; 
" Strait is the gate, and few there be 
** that find it ;** which, whether it be un- 
derftood of the immediate reception of the 
Gofpel, or of the final ufe which was too 
likely to be made of it, gives no encourage* 
ment to hope that all will be qualified to 
partake of its promifes. And whilft it de- 
clares that " there is no other name 

" whereby 
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*^ whereby we may be faved but the name; 
" of Jefus ;'* it likewife declares 



" SHALL SEE THE LORD.*' 

It IS much to be feared that ibmcy hi 
their zeal to defend the Gofpel doftrin^t 
of free grace, have materially injured the 
Gofpel doftrine of holinefs : ftating, that 
Chrill has done all in fuch a fenfe, afif that 
there is nothing left for us to do.— But do- 
the Scriptures hold out this languaget 
'' Come, for. all things are ready/* is tfas 
Gofpel call ; in which we may obfeire^ 
that at the fame time that it tells us ttekC 
" all things arc ready,*^ it nevertheldr$ 
tells us that we muft " corned* Fo6dl>e> 
ing provided for us wiH not benefit as ex* 
cept we partake of it,— It will not 4?aH 
us that " Chrift our paffover is facrijk^ 
" for us,'* unlefs " we keep the feaft.^— 
We muft make ufe of '^ the fountain itriucii 
** is opened for fin and for uncleaiinefty^ 

if 



iiEdESSlfY OF HOLINESS. 305 

iiP we would be purijkd. " All, indeed, 
** who are dthirjl are invited to take of the 
** waters of life freely ;^' but if we feel no 
^^ thirjl ;'* if we do not drinky their faving 
tjualities are of no avail. 

It is the more neeeffary td ihfift on this 
Ih the prefent day, as there is a; worldly 
and fafliionable, as well as a low and fec- 
tarian Antinomianifm ; there lamentably 
prevails in the world an unwarranted af- 
iurance of Salvation, founded' on a flight, 
vague, and general confidence in what' 
Chrift has done and fuffered for us, as if 
the great objeft of his doing and fuflFering> 
had been to emancipate us from all obliga« 
tions to duty and obedience ; an^ ais if, be- 
xraufe he died for finners, we might therefore? 
i&fely and comfortably go on to live in fin,' 
contenting ourfclves with now and then a 
tranfient, formal, and unmeaning avowal 
of our unworthinefs, our obligation, and 
the all-fufficiehcy of hU atonement. By 
the difcharge of this quit-rent, of which 
all the cbfi: confids in the ackhowledgnlent, 

VOL. II. X the 
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the fenfual, the worldly, and the vain, hope- 
to find a refuge in heaven, when driven 
from the enjoyments of this world. But : 
this cheap and indolent Chriftianity is no- 
where taught in the Bible. The faith in*, 
culcated there is not a lazy, profeflional 
faith, but that faith which " produceth, 
" obedience^* that faith which *' worketh; 
" by love," that faith of which the pra£H«: 
cal knowledge is — " Strive that you may 
"enter in;'*—" So run that you may 
" obtain ;" — " So fight that you may !ay. 
*' hold on eternal life: " — that faith which- 
direfts us " not to be weary in well-doing ;" 
— which fays, " Work out your own fal- 
** vation :" — never forgetting at the fame 
time, " that it is God which worketh in us, 
" both to will and to do.'* The contnuy 
doflrine is implied in the very name of thei 
Redeemer : " And his name ihall be called 
" Jefus, for he fhall fave his people from 
" their fins," not in their fins, — Are thofe 
rich fupplies of grace which the Gofpel of- 
fers J are thofe abundant aids of the . fpiri< 

which 
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which it promifes, tendered to thtjlothful? 
— No.— God will have all hb gifts im- 
proved. Grace mufl: be ufed, or it will 
be withdrawn. The Almighty thinks it 
not derogatory to his free grace to declare, 
that ^ thofe only who do his command- 
*^ ments have right to the tree of life,'* 
And the Scriptures reprefent it as not dero- 
gatory to the facrifice of Chrift, ta follow 
his example in well-doing. The only cau- 
tion is, that we mufl: not work in our own 
ftrengCh, nor bring in our contribution of 
works as if in aid of the fuppofed deficiency 
of His merits. 

For we muft not in our over-caution 
fancy, that becaufe Chrift has " redeemed 
" us from the curfe of the law," we are 
therefore without a law. In acknowledge' 
ing Chrift as a deliverer, we muft not for- 
get that he is a law-giver too, and that we 
are exprefsly commanded " to fulfil the 
" law of Chrift ;•' if we wifli to know what 
his laws are, we muft " fearch the Scrip- 
X 2 " tures,** 
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** tures,*' efpecially the New Teftament ^ 
there we fliall find him declaring 

TH£ ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF A CHANGE 
OF HEART AND LIFE I 

Our Saviour fays, that ** except a man be 
" born again^ he cannot fee the kmgdom' 
^ of God :** that it is not a mere acknoW" 
ledging His authority, calling him ^^hctrdf 
*' Lord/* that will avail any things except 
we DO what He commands : that any thing 
fhort of this is like a man buirding hid 
houfe upon the fands, which, whien the 
ftorms come on, will certainly falK liar 
Kke manner the Apoftles are continually 
enforcing thie neceflity of this change,^ 
which they defcribe under the various 
niames of "the new man *,**—" the new 
** creature j- '*— " a transformaticMi inta 
*' the image of God|;'* — *^ a participation 
" of the divine nature j[." Nor is thi^ 

* Ephefians, iv. 24, f Galatians, vL 15/ 

% 2 Corinthians, xii, 1| ^■ Peter^ i. 4. 

change 
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change reprefented as confifting merely in 
a change of religious opinions, not even 
In being delivered over from a worfe to a 
better fyftem of doftrines, nor in ex- 
changing grofs fins for thofe which are 
more fober and reputable ; nor in re- 
nouncing the fins of youth, and afluming 
thofe of a quieter period of life ; nor in 
leaving oflF evil praftices bccaufe men are 
grown tired of them, or find they injure 
their credit, health, or fortune; nor does 
it confift in inofFenfivenefs and obhging 
maimers, nor indeed in any merely out- 
ward reformation. 

But the change confifts in " being re- 
" newed in the fpirit of our minds ;** in 
being " conformed to the image of the 
" Son of God ;'* in being " called out 
" of darknefs into His marvellous light/' 
And the whole of this great change, itd be- 
ginning, progrefs, and final accomplifii- 
ment, (for it is reprefented as a gradudl 
change,) is afcribed to 

X 3 THE 
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THE INFLUENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

We are perpetually reminded of our 
utter inability to help ourfelves, that we 
may fet the higher value on thofe gracious 
aids which are held out to us. We are 
taught that " we are not fufficient to think 
*' any thing as of ourfelves, but our 
** fufEciency is of God/' And when we 
are told that " if we live after the flefc, 
*' we (hall die," we are at the fame time 
reminded, that it is " through the Jpirit that 
** we muft mortify the deeds of the body." 
We are likewife cautioned that we ** grieve 
" not the Holy Spirit of God ;" '* that we 
" quench not the Spirit." . By all which 
cxpreffions, and many others of like im- 
port, we are taught that, while we arc to 
afcribe with humble gratitude every good 
thought, word, and work, to the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, we are not to look on 
fuch influences as fuperfeding our own ex- 
ertions : and it is top plain that we may 19- 
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je£l the gracious offers of affiftance, fince 
otherwife there would be no occafion to 
caution us not to do it. The Scriptures 
have illuftrated this in terms which arc 
familiar indeed, but which are therefore 
only the more condefcending and endear-^ 
ing. " Behold, I ftand at the door and 
*' knock. If any man hear my voice and 
" open the door, I will come in to hitn, 
" and will fup with him, and he with 
" me." Obferve, it is not faid, if any 
man will not Hften to me, I will force open 
the door. But if we refufe admittance to 
fuch a gueft, we muft abide by the confe- 
quences. 

The fublime doftrine of divine affift- 
ance is the more to be prized, not only on 
account of our own helplefaef^, but from 
the additional confideration of the power- 
ful adverfary with whom the Chriftian has 
to contend ; an article of our faith by the 
way, which is growing into general difre- 
pute among the politer cbffes of fociety. 
Nay, there is a kind of ridicule attached 
X 4 to 
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to the very fuggeftion of the fubjeft, as if 
it were exploded by general agreement, oa 
full proof of its being an abfolute abfurdity, 
utterly repugnant to the liberal fpirk of an 
enlightened age. And it requires no finaH 
neatnefs of expreffion and periphrgflic ia- 
genuity to get the very mention tolerated ; 
— I mean 

THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF THE EX* 
ISTENCE AND POWER OF OUR GREAT- 
SPIRITUAL ENEMY. 

This is confidered by the fafhionable fcep^-. 
tic as a vulgar invention, which ought ta 
be baniflied with the belief in dreams, and 
ghofts, and witchcraft: — by th^ fafliion- 
able Chriflian, as an ingenious aUegory,^ 
but not as a literal truth ; and by almoft 
all, as a doftrine which, when it hs^pew. 
to be introduced at Church, has at leafl; 
nothing to do with the fezvs^ but is by 
common confent made over to the ai/les^ 
if indeed it muft be retained at aU. 

May 
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I May I, with great humility and refpe^^ 
prcfume to fuggeft to our divines that they 
would do well not to lend their coaateii* 
ance to thefe modifh curtailments of th€ 
Chriftian faith \ nor to fhun the intro- 
duftion of this doftrine whenever it confifts 
with their fubjecl to bring It forward. A 
truth which is feldom brought before the 
eye, ijnperceptibly grows leis and lefs im- 
portant ; and if it be an unpleafing truth, 
we grow more and more reconciled to its 
abfence, till at length its intrufioa be- 
coines oSenfive, and we leara in the end to 
teiK)unce what we at firft only neglefted. 
'Bocawfe fome coarfe and ranting enthufiafts 
have been fond of ufing tremendous terms 
and awful denunciations with a violence and 
frequency, which might make it feem to 
be a gratification to them to denounce judg^^ 
inents and anticipate torments, can iheir 

. poarfenefs or vulgarity make a true dodriue 
falfe, or an important one trifling? If 
fuch preachers have given offence by their 
imcouth mannijr gf managing an awful 

dodriae^ 



314 ON THE EXISTENCE, &C. 

doftrine, that indeed furniflies a caution 
to treat the fubjecl more difcreetly, but it 
is no juft reafon for avoiding the do£lrine. 
For to keep a truth out of fight becaufe it 
has been abfurdly handled or ill defended, 
might in time be aiHgned as a reafon for 
keeping back, one by one, every dodlrine 
of our holy church : for which of them 
has not occafionally had imprudent advo- 
cates or weak champions ? 

Be it remembered that the doftrine in 
queftion is not only interwoven by allufion, 
implication, or direft affertion throughout 
the whole Scripture, but that it ftands pro- 
minently perfonificd at the opening of the 
New as well as the Old Teflament. 
The devil's temptation of our Lord, in 
which he is not reprefented figuratively, 
but vifibly and palpably, ftands exaftiy on 
the fame ground of authority with other 
events which are received without re- 
pugnance. And it may not be an unufe- 
ful obfervation to remark, that the very 
refufing to believe in an evil fpirit, may be 

confidered 
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confidered as one of his own fuggeftions ; 
for there is not a more dangerous lUufion 
than to believe ourfelves out of the reach 
of illufions, nor a more alarming temptation 
than to fancy that we are not liable to be 
tempted. 

But the dark cloud raifed by this doftrine 
will be difpelled by the cheering certainty 
that our bleffed Saviour having himfelf 
*' been tempted like as we are, is able to 
^' deliver thofe who are tempted." 

To return, — From this imperfeft Iketch 
we may fee how fuitable the religion of 
Chrift is to fallen man ! How exadlly it 
meets every want ! No one needs now 
perifli becaufe he is a finner, provided he 
be willing to forfake his fins j for " Jefus 
*' Chrift came into the world to fave fin- 
" ners :" and " He is now exalted to be a 
" Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
" and forgivenefs of fin." Which paffage, 
be it obferved, may be confidered as point- 
ing out to us the order in which be beftows 

bis 
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his blefllngs ; he gives ilrft repentance^ and 
xYiQXi forgive nrfs. 

We may likewife fee how much the 
charafler of a true Chriftian rifes above 
every other : that there is a wholenefs, an 
integrity, a completenefs in the ChriAkm 
charafter: that a few natural, pkafing 
«|ualitie&> not cad in the mould of the 
Gofpel, are but as beautiful fragments, 6r 
well-turned fingle limbs, which for want of 
that beauty which ariTes from the propor- 
tion of parts, for want of that conneSion 
of the members with the living head, are of 
little comparative excellence. There may 
be amiable qualities which are not Chrit 
tian graces : and the Apoftle, after enu- 
merating every feparate article of attack or 
defence with which a Chriftian warrior is to 
be accoutred, fums up the matter by di- 
recting that we put on " the whole ar- 
•^ mour of God/* And this contpletenefs 
is infifted on by all the Apoftles* One 
prays that his converts may " ftand per- 
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^^feEl and complete in the whole will of 
*' God :" another enjoins that they be 
*' perfeEl and ^;2//><?, wanting nothing." 

Now we are not to fuppofe that they 
expefted any convert to be 'witbcut faults g 
they knew too well the conftitution of th« 
human heart to form fo unfounded an ex* 
peftation. But Chriftians muft have no 
fault in their principle; their views muft 
be direft ; their propofed fcheme muft be 
faultlefs; their intenti-on muft be fmgle^ 
thtix Jlandard muft be lofty; their t^je^ 
muft be right ; their " mark muft be the 
« high calling of God in Chrift Jefus.'*— 
There muft be no allowed evil, no ^'ar^ 
ranted defection, no tolerated impurity, nc 
habitual irregularity. Though they do not 
rife as high as they ought, nor as they viWkf 
in the fcale of perfeftion, yet the feale itfelf 
muft be corred, and the defire of afcending^ 
perpetiial: counting nothing doae while' 
any thing remains undone. Every grace 
muft be kept in exercife ; conqueffs once 
made over an evil propenfity muft not onljr 

be 
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be maintained but extended. And in 
truth, Chriftianity fo comprifes contrary, 
and as it may be thought irreconcileable 
excellencies, that thofe which feem fo in- 
compatible as to be incapable by nature of 
being inmates of the fame breaft, are al- 
moft neceffarily involved in the Chriftian 
charafter. ..---'"' 

For inftance ; Chriftianity requires that 
our faith be at once fervid and fober; 
that our love be both ardent and lafting j 
that «our patience be not only heroic but 
gentle ; (he demands dauntlefs zeal and 
genuine humility; aftive fervices and 
complete felf-renunciation ; high attain- 
ments in goodnefs, with deep confciouf- 
nefs of defeft ; courage in reproving, and . 
meeknefs in bearing reproof; a quick per- ' 
ception of what is fmful, with a willingnefs 
to forgive the offender ; aftive virtue ready 
to do all, and paflive virtue ready to bear 
all. — We muft ftretch every faculty in the 
fervice of our Lord, and yet bring every 
thought into obedience to Him : while we 
14 aim 



ON THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 319 

aim to Kve in the exercife of every Chriftian 
grace, we muft account ourfelves unprofit- 
able fervants : we muft Jirivc for the 
crown, yet receive it as a gift^ and then 
lay it at our mafter's feet: while we are 
bufily trading in the world with our Lord's 
talents, we muft " commune with our 
" heart, and be ftill :'* while we ftrive to 
praftife the pureft difmtereftednefs, we 
muft be contented though we meet with 
felfiflmefs in return ; and while laying out 
our lives for the good of mankind, we 
muft fubmit to reproach without murmur- 
ing, and to ingratitude without refentment. 
And to render us equal to all thefe fer- 
vices, Chriftianity beftows not only the 
precept, but the power; flie does what 
the great poet of Ethics lamented that Rea- 
fon could not do, " fhe lends us arms as 
'* well as rules/' 

For here, if not only the worldly and 
the timid, but the humble and the well - 
difpofed, fhould demand with fear and 
trembling, " Who is fufEcient for thefe 

« things ?" 
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•* things ?•* Revelation makes its own re* 
viving anfwer, ** My grace is fuffident fof 
« thee/' 

It will be well here to diftinguifh that 
there are two forts of Chriftian profeflbrSi 
one of which aflfeft to fpeak of Chriftianitf 
as if it were a mere fyftem of dodrined> 
with little reference to their influence on 
life and manners ; while the other confidet 
it as exhibiting a fcheme of human duties 
independent on its doSrines* For though 
the latter fort may admit the doflrines^ 
yet they contemplate them as a feparate 
and difconnefted fet of opinions, rath^er 
than as an influential principle of a£Uon.— 
In violation of that beautiful barmoiqf 
which fubfifts in every part of Scripture; 
between praftice and belief, the religious 
world furniflies two forts of people who 
feem to enlift themfelves, as if in oppo^ 
fition, under the banners of Saint Piul 
and Saint James ; as if thofe two great 
champions of the Chriftian caufc had 
fought for two mafters. Thofe who at 

fea 
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ffift refpc£Hvely tPb* the dtfciplesof each, 
iftf^t fakh and work;; ^s if they were op- 
posite interefts, infteadof ji^fep^rabljs poii^^. 
Nay, they go farther* aQd (Ist 9^t f^vj^ 
at variance wirh himfdf* 

Now, infield of reafoning on the poijfxl^ 
let us refer to the Apoftle inqueftioti, wh0 
himfelf definitively fettks the difputc. T^e 
ApqftoUcal order and method in this re- 
fpeO: deferve notice and imitation : fqr it 
is obfervable that the earlier parts of mod 
of the epiftles abound in the do£lrines of 
Chriftianity, while thofe latter chapters, 
which wind up the fybje^, exhibit i^U t^ 
duties which grow out of them, as the 
natural and neceffary produftions of fuch 
a livingroot*. But this alternjite mention of 
do£trine and pradice, whjich feemed likely 
to unite^ has on the contrary formed a fort 

* This is the jbii^guagc of ^^J <^ttFcb| at jpag^rtf 
C:cD ia her i^Ui article) ,yis. 

Good works do Cpring out ne^eflarSy of a true and 
lively faith ; iafomucb that by" them a Uvdiy beHk 
may be as evi^tly kadwa^ «i4 tft^diTctnitd bfEiCa 
fruit. 

yotr. ix. r of 
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of line of feparation between thefe two or- 
ders of believers, and introduced a brokem 
and mutilated fyftem. Thofe who would 
make Chriftianity confift of doftrines only, 
dwell, for inftance, on the firft eleven chap- 
ters of the Epiftle to the Romans, as con- 
taining exclufively the fum and fubftance 
of the Gofpel. While the mere moralifts, 
who wifli to ftrip Chriftianity of her lofty 
and appropriate attributes, delight to dwell 
on the twelfth chapter, which is a table of 
duties, as exclufively as if the preceding 
chapters made no part of the facred Canon. 
But faint Paul himfelf, who was at leaft 
as found a theologian as any of his com- 
mentators, fettles the matter another way, 
by making the duties of the twelfth grow 
out of the doftrines of the antecedent 
eleven^ juft as any other confequence grows 
t)ut of its caufe. And as if he fufpefled 
that the indivifible union between them 
might poffibly be overlooked, he lipiks 
the two diftind divifions together by a 
logical ^\ therefore,*' with which the 

twelfth 
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twelfth begins: — " I htktch-^OMtherefore^^ 
(that is, as the efFeft of all I have been in- 
culcating,) " that you prefent your bodies 
" a living facrifice, acceptable to God,'* 
&c. • and then goes on to enforce on them, 
as a confequence of what he had been 
preaching, the praftice of every Chriftian 
virtue. This combined view of the fub- 
jeft feems on the one hand, to be the only 
means of preventing the fubftitution of Pa- 
gan morality for Chriftian holinefs: and, 
on the other, of fecuring the leading 
doftrine of juftification by faith, from the 
dreadful danger of Antinomian licentiouf- 
nefs ; every human obligation being thus 
grafted on the living ftock of a divine 
principle. 
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CHAP. XII. 

©72 the duty and efficacy of Prayer. 

It is not propofed to enter largely on 
a topic which has been exhaufted by the 
ableft pens. But as a work of this nature 
feems to require that fo important a fubjeft 
ihouidnotbe overlooked, it is intended to 
notice in a flight manner a few of thofe 
many difficulties and popular objeftions 
which are brought forward againfl: the ufe 
and efficacy of prayer, even by thofe who 
would be unwilling to be fufpeded of im- 
piety and unbelief. 

There is a clafs of objeftors who 
flrangely profefs to withhold homage from 
the Moft High, not out of contempt^ 
but reverence. They afFeft to confider 
the ufe of prayer as derogatory from the 
omnifcience of God, aflerting that it looks 

as 
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as if we thought he (tood in need of being 
informed of our wants } and as derogatory 
from his goodnefs, as implying that he 
needs to be put in mind of them. 

But is it not enough for fuch poor 
frail beings as we are to know, that God 
himfelf does not confider prayer as deroga- 
tory either to his wifdom or goodnefs? 
And (hall we ere£l: ourfelves into judges 
of what is confident with the attributes of 
Him before whom angels fall proftratc 
with felf-abafement ? Will he thank fuch 
defenders of his attributes, who, while 
they profcfs to reverence, fcruple not to 
difobey him ? It ought rather to be viewed 
as a great encouragement to prayer, that 
we are addrefling a Being, who knows our 
wants better than we can exprefs them, and 
whofe preventing goodnefs is always ready 
to relieve them. Prayer feems to unite 
the different attributes of the Almighty ; 
for if he is indeed the God that heareth 
prayer, that is the bed reafon why " to 
" Him all fleOi fhould come/' 

Y 3 It 
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It IS objcfted by another clafs, and on the 
fpecious ground of humility too, though we 
do not always find the objeftor himfelf quite 
as humble as his plea would be thought, that 
it is arrogant in fuch infignificant beings as 
we are to prefume to lay our petty neceffities 
before the Great and Glorious God, who 
cannot be expefted to condefcend to the 
multitude of trifling and even interfering 
requefts which are brought before him by 
his creatures. Thefe and fuch like objec- 
tions arife from man and unworthy 
thoughts of the Great Creator. It feems 
as if thofe who make them confidered the 
Mod High as " fuch an one as them- 
*' felves ;" a Being, who can perform a 
certain given quantity of bufinefs, but W-ho 
would be overpowered with an additional 
quantity. Or, at beft, is not confidering 
the Almighty in the light, not of an infinite 
God, but of a great man, of aminifter, or 
a king, who, while he fuperintends public 
and national concerns, is obliged to negied 
fmall and individual petitions, becufe his 

hands 
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Jutnds being full, he caimot fpare that lei- 
fiire and attention which fufEce for every 
thing ? They do not confider him as that 
ix^jiitely glorious Being, who, while he 
beholds at once all that is doing in heaven 
and in earth, is at the fame time as atten- 
tive to the prayer of the poor deftitute, 'as 
prefent to the forrowful fighing of the 
prifoner, as if each of thefe forlorn crea- ' 
tures were individually the objeft of his 
undivided attention, 

Thefe critics, who are for fparing the 
Supreme Being the trouble of our prayers, 
and, if I may fo fpeak without profanenefs, 
would relieve Omnipotence of part of his 
burden, by affigning to his care only 
fuch a portion as may be more eafily 
managed, feem to have no adeqyate con^^ 
ception of his attributes. 

They forget that infinite wifdom puts 
him as eafily within reach of all^ know- 
ledge, as infinite power does of all per- 
formance; that he is a Being in whofe 
plans complexity makes no difficulty^ var 
Y 4 riety 
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riety no obftruAion, and multiplicity no 
confufion; that to ubiquity diftance dots 
hot exift ; that to infinity fpace is anihil- 
ated; that pad, prefent, and future, are 
difccmcd more accurately at one glance of 
His eye, to ^hom a thoufand years are as 
one day, than a fmgle moment of time or 
a fingle point of fpace can be by ours. 

To the other part of the objedion, 
founded on the fuppofed interference (that 
is, irreconcileablenefs) of one man's peti- 
tions with thofe of another, this anfwer 
feems to fuggeft itfelf : firft, that wemuft 
take care that when we afk, we do not 
" alk amifs ;** that, for inftance, we afk 
chiefly, and in an unqualified manner, 
only for fpiritual bfeffings to ourfelves and 
others ; and in doing this the prayer of 
one man cannot interfere with that of an- 
other, becaufe no proportion of fandfty or 
virtue implored by one obftrufts the fame 
attainments in another. Next, in aiking 
for temporal and inferior bleffings, we 
mv&. (qualify oyM petition, even though it 

ihould 
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fliould extend to deliverance from the 
fevereft pains, or to our very life itfelf, ac- 
cording to that example of our Saviour : 
*^ Father, if if be pojftble^ let this cup paft 
** from me. Neverthelefs^ mt my wiH^ 
" but thine, be done/* By thus qualify- 
ing our prayer, we exercife ourfelves in an 
aft of refignation to God ; we profefs not 
to wifli what will interfere with his benevo- 
lent plan, and yet we nlay hope by prayer 
to fecure the bleffing fo far as it is confident 
with it. Perhaps the reafon why this ob- 
jedion to prayer is fo ftrongly felt is the 
too great difpofition to pray for merely tem- 
poral and worldly blefSngs, and to defire 
them in the moft unqualified manner, not 
fubmitting to be without them, even though 
the granting them ftiould be inconfiftent 
with the general plan of Providence. 

Another clafs continue to bring forward, 
as pertinacioufly as if it had never been 
anfwered, the exhaufted argument, that 
feeing God is immutable, no petitions of 
ours can ever change Him; that events 
2 themfelves 
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themfelves being fettled in a fixed and un- 
alterable courfe, and bound in a fatal ne- 
ceffity., it is folly to think that we can dif- 
turb the eftabliflied laws of the univerfe, 
or interrupt the courfe of Providence by 
our prayers : and that it is abfurd to fup- 
pofe thefe firm decrees can be reverfed by 
any requefts of ours. 

Without entering into the wide and 
tracklefs field of fate and free will, from 
which purfuit I am kept back equally by 
the moft profoundU'gnorance and the mofl; . 
invincible diflike, I would only obferve, 
that thefe objeftions apply equally to all 
human aftions as well as to prayer. It 
may therefore, with the fame propriety, be 
urged, that feeing God is immutable and 
his decrees unalterable, therefore our actions 
can produce no change in Him or in our 
own ftate. Weak as well as impious rea- 
foning! It may be queftioned whether 
even the modern French and German 
philofophers might not be prevailed upon 
to acknowledge the exiftence of God, if 

they 
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they might make fuch ufe of his attri- 
butes. The truth is, (and it is a truth dif- 
coverable without any depth of learning,) 
all thefe objefHons are the ofi«pring of 
pride. Poor, fhort-fighted man cannot 
reconcile the omnifcience and decrees of 
God with the efficacy of prayer ; and be- 
caufe A^ cannot reconcile them, he modeftly 
concludes they are irreconcileable. How 
much more wifdom, as well as happlnefs^ 
refuks from an humble Chriftian fpirit ! 
Such a plain practical text as, *' Draw 
*' near unto God, and he will draw near 
*' unto you,** carries more confolation, 
more true knowledge of his wants and 
their remedy to the heart of a penitent 
fmner, than all the " tomes of cafuiftry,". 
which have puzzled the world ever fince 
the queftion was firft fet afloat by its ori- 
ginal propounders. 

And as the plain man only got up and 
walked, to prove there was fuch a thing as 
motion, in anfwer to the philofopher who, 
in an elaborate theory, denied it: fo the 

plain 
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plain Chriflian, when he is borne down 
with the aflurance that there is no efficaq 
in prayer, requires no better argument to 
repel the aflertion than the good he finds 
in prayer itfelf. ^ 

All the doubts propofed to him refped- 

ing God do not fo much afFeft him as 
this one doubt refpecling himfelf : " If I 
** regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
** will not hear me.*' For the chief doubt 
and difficulty of a real Chriftian confifts, 
not fo much in a diflrufl: of God's ability 
and wilHngnefs to anfwer the prayer of die 
upright, as in a diftruft of his own up- 
rightnefs, as in a doubt whether he him- 
felf belongs to that defcription of perfons 
to whom the promifes are made, and <rf 
the quality of the prayer which he oflfers 
up. 

Let the fubjedls of a dark fate maintain 
a fullen, or the flaves of a blind chance a 
hopelefs filence, but let the child of a 
compaffionate Almighty Father fupplicate 
His mercies with an humble confidence, 

infpired 
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infpired by the aflurance, that ** the very 
** hairs of his head are numbered/* Let 
him take comfort in that individual and 
minute attention, without which not i, 
fparrow falls to the ground, as well as ta 
that heart-cheering promife, that, as "the 
*' eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,*' 
fo are " his ears open to their prayers.'* 
And as a pious Bifhop has obferved, 
** Our Saviour has as it were hedged in and 
** inclofed the Lord's prayer with thefe 
." tvk^o great fences of our faith, God's 
*' willingnefs and his power to help us:" 
the preface to it aflfures us of the one, which 
by calling God by the tender name of 
** Our Father," intimates his readinefs to 
help his children : and the animating con« 
clufion, " Thine is the power y* refcues us 
from every unbelieving doubt of his abiUtj 
to help us. 

A Chriilian knows, becaufe he feels, 
that prayer is, though in a way to him ixi- 
fcrutable, the medium of connexion be^ 
tween God and his rationsil creatures; 

the 
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the means appointed by him to draw down 
his bleffings upon us. The Chriftian 
knows that prayer is the appointed means 
of uniting two ideas, one of the higheft 
magnificence, the other t)f the moft pro- 
found lowlinefs, within the compafs of 
imagination ; namely, that it is the link of 
communication between " the High and 
" Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity," 
and that heart of the " contrite in which 
" he delights to dwell/' He knows that 
this inexplicable union between Beings fo 
unfpeakably, fo effentially different, can 
only be maintained by prayer j that this is 
the ftrong but fecret chain which unites 
time with eternity, earth with Heaven, 
man with God. 

The plain Ghriftian, as was before ob- 
ferved, cannot explain why it is fo j but 
while he feels the efficacy, he is contented 
to let the learned dejine it ; and he will no 
more poftpone prayer till he can produce 
a chain of reafoning on the manner in 
which he derives benefit from it, than he 

wiU 
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'Witt poftpone eating till he can give 
a ibientific lefture on the nature of diget 
tion ': he is contented with knowing 
that his meat has nourifhed him ; and he 
leives to the philofopher, who may choofe 
to defer his meal till he has elaborated 
his treatife to ftarve in the interim. The 
Chriftian feels better than he is able to 
explain, that the functions of bis fpiritual 
Kfe can no more be carried on without 
habitual prayer than thofe of his natural 
Hfe without frequent bodily nourifhmcnt. 
He feels renovation and ftrength grow 
out of the ufe of the appointed means, as 
neceflarily in the one cafe as in the other. 
He feels that the health of his foul can no 
more be fuftained, and its powers kept in 
continued vigour by the prayers of a dif- 
tant day than his body by the aliment of 
a diilant day. 

But there is one motive to the duty in 

queftion, far more conftraining to the 

true believer than all others that can be 

named j more imperious than any ai^gu- 

6 ment 
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ment on its utility, than any convi<£tioni 
of its efficacy, even than any experience of 
its conrolations. Prayer is the eommand 
rf God; the plain, pofitive, repeated in* 
jundion of the Mod High, who declares, 
•* He will be inquired of." This is 
enough to fecure the obedience of the 
Chriftian, even though a promife were 
not, as it always is, attached to the com* 
mand. But in this cafe, to our unfpeak* 
able comfort, the promife is as clear as the 
precept : " ji/i, and ye (hall receive .— 
•' Seek, and ye fhall ^nd: Slnock, and it 
*' Ihall be opened unto you." This is 
encouragement enough for the plain Chrif- 
tian. As to the manner in which prayer i^ 
made to coincide with the general fcheme 
of God's plan in the government of 
human affairs ; how God has left himfelf 
at liberty to reconcile our prayer wkh his 
own predetermined will, the Chxiftian 
does not very critically examine, his pre- 
cife and immediate duty being to pray, 
and not to examine; and probably this 

being 
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being among the " fecret things which 
•* belong to God/' and not to us, it will 
lie hiddea among thofe numberlefs myf- 
teries which we (hall not fully underftand 
till faith be loft in fight. 

In the mean time it is enough for the 
humble believer to be aflfured, that the 
Judge of all the earth is doing right : it 
is enough for him to be aflured in that 
word of God " which cannot lie/' of 
numberlefs adual inftances of the efEcacy 
of prayer in obtaining bleffings and avert- 
ing calamities, both national and indi- 
vidual: it is enough for him to be con- 
vinced experimentally, by that internal 
evidence which is perhaps paramount to 
all other evidence, the comfort he himfelf 
has received from prayer when all other 
comforts have failed : — and above all to 
end with the fame motive with which we 
began, the only motive indeed which he 
requires for the performance of any duty, 
—it is motive enough for him, — that thus 
faith the Lord. For when a feriout Chrif- 

voL. II. 2 tiau 
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tlan has once got a plain unequivocal 
command from his Maker on any point,- 
he never fufpends his obedience while 
he is amufrng himfelf with looking about 
for fubordinate motives of aftion. loilead' 
of curiouily analyfmg the nature of the 
duty, he confiders how he fhall beft fulfil' 
it : for on thefe points at leaft it may be 
faid without controverfy, that *' the igno- 
" rant (and here who is ;zp/ Ignorant?) 
" have 7iothhig io do with the law' but tn 
" obey it:* 

Others there are, who, perhaps, not con- 
troverting any of thefe premifes, yet ne- 
gleft to build praftical confequences on 
the admiffion of them ; who neither deny- 
ing the duty nor the efficacy of prayer, 
yet go on to live either in the irregular 
obfervance or the total negleO: of it, as 
appetite, or pleafure, or bufmefs, or hu- 
luour, may happen to predommate j and 
who, by living almoft without prayer, may 
be faid " to live almoft without God in 
^* the world." To fuch we can only fay,, 

that 



ifeiat they little know Nvhat they lofe. 
The time is haftening on when they will 
look upon thofe bleffings as invaluable, 
%hich now they think not worth afldrig 
Ibf } when they will bitterly regret the ab- 
fence of thofe means and opportunities 
trhich now they either negleft or defpife. 
*^0 that they were wife! that they un- 
" derftood this ! that they would confidcr 
*^ their latter end !*' 

There are again othei-s, who it is to be 
feared, having once lived in the habit 
of prayer, yet not having been well- 
founded in thofe principles of faith and 
repentance on which genuine; prayer is 
built, have by degrees totally difcontinued 
it. " They do not find," fay they, 
** that their affairs profper the better or 
*' the worfe j or perhaps they were un* 
" fuccefsful in their affairs even before 
*^ they dropt the ptadice, and fo had no 
*' encouragement to go on*** They do 
not know that they had no encourage* 
ment ; they do not kn^w bow much worfe 
z a their 
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their affairs might have gone on, had they 
difcontinued it fooner, or how their prayers 
helped to retard their ruin. Or they do 
not know that perhaps '' they aiked 
" amifs," or that, if they had obtained 
what they alked, they might have been 
far more unhappy. For a true believer 
never " reftrains prayer," becaufe he 
is not certain he obtains every individual 
requeft: for he is perfuaded that God, 
in compaflion to our ignorance, fometimes 
in great mercy withholds what we defire, 
and often difappoints his mod favoured 
children by giving them, not what they 
a(k, but what he knows is really good 
for them. The froward child, as a pious 
prelate* obferves, cries for the (hining 
blade, which the tender parent withholds, 
knowing it would cut his fingers. 

Thus to perfevere when we have not 
the encouragement of vifible fuccefs, is an 
evidence of tried faith. Of this holy per- 

* Bl'ihop Hall. 
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feverance Job was a noble inftance. 
Defeat and difappointment rather ftitnu- 
lated than flopped his prayers. Though 
in a vehement ftrain of paflionate eloquence 
he exclaims, " I cry out of wrong, but I 
" am not heard : I cry aloud, but there is 
'' no judgment :" yet fo perfuaded was he 
notwithftanding of the duty of continuing 
this holy importunity, that he perfifted 
againft all human hope, till he attained to 
that exalted pitch of unfliaken faith, by 
which he was enabled to break out into 
that fublime apoftrophe, '' Though he flay 
** me, yet I will truft in hin\!*' 

But may we not fay that there is a con- 
fiderable clafs, who not only bring none of 
the objeftions which we have ftated againft 
the ufe of prayer ; who are fo far from re- 
jedling, that they are exa£l and regular in 
the performance of it ; who yet take it up 
on as low ground as is confiftent with their 
ideas of their own fafety ; who, while they 
confider prayer as an indifpenfable form, 
believe nothing of that change of heart and 

2^1 of 
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of thofe holy tempers which it is intended 
to produce? Many who yet adhere fcrupulr 
oufly to the letter, are fo far from entering 
into the fpirit of this duty, that they are 
ftrongly inclined to fufpeft thofe of hypo- 
crify who adopt the true fcriptural views of 
prayer. Nay, as even the Bible may be fo 
wreded as to be made to fpeak almqfl: any 
language in fupport of almoft any opinion, 
thefe perfons lay hold on Scripture itfelf to 
bear them out in their own flight views of 
this duty ; and they profefs to borrow from 
thence the ground of that cenfure which 
they caft on the more ferious Chriftians. 
Among the many paflbges which have 
been made to convey a meaning foreign tq 
their original defign, none have been feized 
upon with more avidity by fuch perfons 
than the pointed cenfures of our Saviour 
on thofe " who for a pretence make long 
" prayers ;*' as well as on thofe " who 
'' ufe vain repetitions, and think they 
" fhall be heard for much fpeaking." Now, 
the things here intended to be reproved, 

were 
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were the hypocTify of the Pharifees and 
the ignorance of the heathen, together. 
With the error of all thofe who depended 
on the fuccefs of their prayers, while they 
imitated the deceit of the one or the folly 
of the other* But our Saviour never meant 
thofe fevere reprehenfions fhould cool tfr 
abridge the devotion of pious Chriftians, 
to which they do not at all apply. 

Mdte or fewer words, however, fo little 
<ronftitutethe true value of prayer, that there 
is no doubt but one of the moft affefting 
fpecimens on record is the fliort petition of 
the Publican ; full fraught as it is with th^t 
fpirit of contrition and felf-abafement which 
is the very principle and foul of prayer. 
And this fpecimen perhaps is the bcft model 
for that fudden lifting up of the heart 
isvhich we call ejaculation. But I doubt, 
in general, whether thofe few hafVy words 
to which thefe frugal petitioners would ftint 
the fcanty devotions of others and them- 
felves, will be always found ample enough 
to fatisfy the humble penitent, who, being 
^ 4 # a finneri 
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a (inner, has much to confefsj whoy 
hoping he is a pardoned (inner, has much 
to acknowledge. Such an one perhaps 
cannot always pour out the fulnefs of his 
foul within the prefcribed abridgments. 
Even the fincereft Chriftian, when he wiihes 
tof (ind his heart warm, has often to lament 
Its coldnefs. Though he feel that he. has 
received much, and has therefore much to 
be thankful for, yet he is not able at once 
to bring his wayward fpirit into fuch a pof- 
ture as (hall fit it for the folemn buHnefs } 
for fuch an one has not merely his form to 
repeat, but he has his tempers to reduce to 
order, his afleftions to excite, and his peace 
to make. His thoughts may be realizing 
the farcafm of the Prophet on the Idol Baal, 
" they may be gone a journey," ani muft 
be recalled ; his heart perhaps " fleepeth, 
" and muft be awaked." A devout fup- 
plicant too will labour to affeft and warm 
his mind with a fenfe of the great and gra- 
cious attributes of God, in imitation of the 
holy men of old. Like Jehofophat, he 

will 
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Will fometimes enumerate *' the power, and 
" the might, and the mercies of the Mod 
" High," in order to ftir up the fentiments 
of awe, and gratitude, and love, and hu- 
mility in his own foul *. He will labour 
to imitate the example of his Saviour, 
whofe heart dilated with the expreflion of 
the fame holy affeftions. *' I thank thee, 
" O Father, Lord of heaven and earth/* 
A heart thus animated, thus warmed with 
divine love, cannot always fcrapuloufly 
limit itfelf to the mere bujinefs of prayer, 
if I may fo fpeak. It cannot content itfelf 
with merely fpreading out its own neceffi- 
ties, but expands in contemplating the 
perfeftions of Him to whom he is addrefling 
them. The humble fupplicant, though 
he be no longer governed by a love of the 
world, yet grieves to find that he cannot 
totally exclude it from his thoughts. 
Though he has on the whole a deep fenfe 
of his own wants, and of the abundant 

* 2 Chron. xx. 5, 6. 

provifion 
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provifion which is made for them in the 
Gofpel ; yet when he mod wifhes to be 
rejoicing in thofe ftrong motives for love 
and gratitude, alas ! even then he has to 
mourn his worldlinefs, his infenfibility, 
his deadnefs. He has to deplore the littlc- 
nefs and vanity of the objefts which are 
even then drawing away his heart from his 
Redeemer. The beft Chriftian is but too 
liable, during the temptations of the day, 
to be enfnared by " the luft of the eye^-. 
*' and the pride of life," and is not always^ 
brought without effort to refleft that he is 
but dufl: and afhes. How can even good 
perfons, who are juft come perhaps from 
iiftening to the flattery of their fellow* 
worms,, acknowl-edge before God, without 
any preparation of the heart, that they arc 
miferable fmners? They require a little 
time, to imprefs on their own fouls the 
truth of that folemn confeflfion of' fm they 
are making to Him, without which brevity 
and not length might conftitute hypocrify. 
Even the fincerely pious have in prayer 

grievous 
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grievous wanderings to lament, from which 
others miftakingly fuppofe the advanced 
Chriftian to be exempt. Such wanderings 
that, as an old divine has obferved, it 
would exceedingly humble a good man^ 
could he, after he had prayed, be made 
to fee his prayers written down, with ex- 
aft interlineations of all the vain and im- 
pertinent thoughts which had thruft them- 
felvcs in amongft them. So that fuch an 
one will indeed, from a ftrong fenfe of 
thefe diftraflions, feel deep occafion with 
the prophet to afk forgivenefs for " the 
^' iniquity of his holy things :" and would 
find caufe enough for humiliation every 
night, had he to lament the fins of his 
prayers only. 

We know that fuch a brief petition as, 
^' Lord help my unbelief,*' if the fuppli- 
cant be in fo happy a fraine, and the 
prayer be darted up with fuch flrong faith 
that his very foul mounts with the petition, 
may fuffice to draw down a J^leffing which 
niay be withheld from the more prolii 

petitioner : 



\ 
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petitioner: yet, if by prayer we do not 
mean a mere form of words, whether they 
be long or (hort ; if the true definition of 
prayer be, that it is the dcfue of the heart; 
if it be that fecret communion between 
God and the foul which is the very breath 
and being of religion ; then is the Scrip- 
ture fo far from fuggefling that (hort 
meafure of which it is accufed, that it ex- 
prefsly fays, " Pray withput ceafing:"— 
*' Pray evermore :" — " I will that men 
** pray every where :" — " Continue inftant 
*' in prayer." 

If fuch " repetitions" as thefe objedtors 
reprobate, ftir up defires as yet unawakened, 
or protraft affedlions already excited ; (for 
*' vain repetitions" are fuch as awaken or 
exprefs no new defire, and ferve no reli- 
gious purpofe ;) then are *' repetitions" 
not to be condemned. And that our 
Saviour did not give the warning againft 
" long prayers and repetitions" in the 
fcnfe thefe objedors allege, is evident 
from his own praftice : for once we are 
4 told 
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told ** he continued all mgbt in prayer to 
" God/' And again, in a moft awful crifis 
of his life, it is exprefsly faid, '* He prayed 
" the third time, ufing the fame words */' 

All habits gain by exercife ; of courfe 
the Chriftian graces gain force and vigour 
by being called out, and, as it were, 
muftered in prayer. Love, faith, and truft 
in the divine promifes, if they were not kept 
alive by this ftated intercourfe with God^ 
would wither and die. Prayer is alfo one 
great fource and chief encourager of hoU- 
nefs. " If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
*' the Lord will not hear me.'* 

Prayer poflefles the twofold property of 
fitting and preparing the heart to receive 
the bleffings we pray for, in cafe we fhould 
attain them ; and of fortifying and difpo- 
fmg it to fubmit to the will of God, in cafe 
it (hould be his pleafure to withhold them. 

A fenfe of fin (hould be fo far from 
keeping us from prayer, through a falfe 

♦ Matth. xxvi. 44. 

plea 
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plea of unworihinefs, that the humility 
growing on this very confcioufnefs is the 
trueft and ftrongeft incentive to prayer. 
There is, for our example and encourage- 
ment, a beautiful union of faith and hu- 
mility in the Prodigal — " I have finned 
•^ againft heaven and before Thee, and 
** am no more worthy to be called thy 
•* Son.'* This, as it might feem to imply 
hopelefnefs of pardon, might be fuppofed 
to promote unwillingnefs to alk it; 
but the broken hearted penitent drew the 
diredl contrary conclufion — " I will arife 
" and go to my Father !" 

Prayer, to make it accepted, requires 
neither genius, eloquence, nor language; 
but forrow for fm, faith, and humility. 
It is the cry of diftrefs, the fenfe of want^ 
the abafemcnt of contrition, the energy of 
gratitude. It is not an elaborate firing of 
well arranged periods, nor an exerdfe of 
ingenuity, nor an effort of the memory; 
but the devout breathing of a foul ftrucfc 
with a fenfe of its own mifery and of the 
8 infinite 
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infinite holiiiefs of him whom it is ad- 
dreffing; experimentally convinced of it^ 
own emptinefs and of the abundant ful- 
nefs of God. It is the complete renuncia- 
tion of felf, and entire dependence on 
another. It is the voice of the beggar 
who would be relieved; of the fmner 
who would be pardoned. It has nothing 
to offer but fin and forrov/; nothing ta 
a(k but forgivenefs and acceptance ; nothing 
to plead but the promifes of the Gofpel in- 
the death of Chrift. It never feeks to ob- 
tain its objeft by diminifliing the guilt of 
fin, but by exalting the merits of the 
Saviour. 

But as it is the efFeft of prayer to expand 
the affeftions as well as to fanflify them, 
the benevolent Chriftian is not fatisfied ta 
commend himfelf alone to the divine fa^ 
your. The heart which is full of the love 
of God will overflow with love to its 
neighbour. All that are near to himfelf 
he wifhes to bring near to God. He wilt 
prefent the whole human race as objcfts of 

the. 
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the divine compaflion^ but efpecially the 
faithful followers of Jefus Chrift, Reli- 
gion makes a man fo liberal of foul, that 
he cannot endure to reftridl any thing, 
much lefs divine mercies, to himfelf : he 
therefore fpiritualizes the focial aflFeftions, 
by adding intercefTory to perfonal prayer : 
for he knows, that petitioning for others 
is one of the beft methods of exercifing 
and enlarging our own love and charity, 
even if it were not to draw down thofe 
bleffings which are promifed to thofe for- 
whom we afk them. It is unneceffary to 
produce any of the numberlefs inftances 
with which Scripture abounds, on the effi- 
cacy of interceflion : in which God has 
proved the truth of his own aflurance that 
" his ear was open to their cry." I (hall 
confine myfelf to a few obfervations on' 
the benefits it brings to him who offers it. 
When we pray for the objedts of our 
dear eft regard, it purifies palSon, and ex- 
alts love into religion : when we pray for 
thofe with whom we have worldly inter- 

courfe. 
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courfe, It fmooths dotvn the fwellings of 
aivy, and bids the tumults of anger and. 
ambition fubfide : when we pray for our 
country, it fanftifies patriotifm ; when we 
pray for thofe in authority, it adds a divine 
motive to human obedience : ' when we 
pray for our enemies, it foftens the favage- 
Refs of war, and mollifies hatred into ten* 
dernefs and refentment into forrow. And 
we can only learn the duty fo difficult to 
human nature, of forgiving thofe who 
have offended us, when we bring ourfelves 
to pray for them to Him whom we our- 
felves daily offend. When thofe who are 
the faithful followers of the fame Divine 
Mafter pray for each other, the reciprocal 
interceffion delightfully realizes that beau- 
tiful idea of " the communion of Saints." 
There is fcarcely any thing which more 
enriches the Chriftian than the circulation 
of this holy commerce ; than the comfort 
of believing, while he is praying for his 
Chriftian friends, that he is alfo reaping the 
benefit of their prayers for him. 

VOL. II. A A Some 
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Some are for confining their interceilions 
only to the good, as if none but peifbns' 
of merit were entitled to our prayers. 
Merit ! who has it ? Defert ! who can 
plead it? in the fight of God, I mean. 
Who (hall bring his own piety, or the 
piety of others, in the way of claim, before 
a Being of fuch tranfcendant holinels, that 
** the heavens are not clean in his fight ?** 
And if we wait for perfect holinefs as a 
preliminary to prayer, when (hall fuch er- 
ring creatures pray at all to Him ** who 
" charge th the iVngels with folly V* 

In clofing this little work with the fub- 
je£t of interceflbry prayer, may the Author 
be allowed to avail herfelf of the feeling 
it fuggefts to her own heart ? And while 
Ihe earneftly implores that Being, who 
can make the meaneft of his creatures in- 
ftrumental to his glory, to blefs this humble 
attempt to thofe for whom it was written, 
may flie, without prefumption, entreat 
that this work of Chriftian Charity may be 
reciprocal, and that thofe who perufe thefc 
ij pages 
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pages may put up a petition for her, that 
in the great day to which we are all haften- 
ing, flie may not be found to have fug- 
gcfted to others what fhe herfelf did not 
believe, or to have recommended what fhe 
did not defire topraftife? In that awful 
day of everlafting decifion, may both the 
reader and the writer be pardoned and ac- 
cepted, " not for any works of righteouf- 
*' nefs which they have done,*' but through 
the merits of the Great Intercessor. 



THE END. 



JFritten by the fame AUTHOR^ and pritaed for 
T. CAD£LLyi/if. atiJW, Datiesi Strand. ' 

I. Thoughts on the Importance of the Manners of the 

Great to {rrncral S<»cicty. 9th Kdition. as. fcwcd. 

a. An EsiTMATE of the Religion of the FaHiionable 
WorW. 5tli Kdition. 3s. fcwtd. 

3. Remarks on the Speech of M Dl'Pont, made in the 
National Convrnti(in of FraiiiT. on tliC Subjcfts of Religion 
and Public Eduration. ad Kililion. as. 6d. 

4. Sacred Dkamah : chiefly intcodcd for young Peribns. 
The Sulijf£ls taken from the Bible. — To which is added^ 
SbNsiBiLiTr,a Potm. lath Kdition. 4s. in Boards. 

5. Search after Happiness; a Paftoral Drama. latH 
Edition. IS. 6d. 

6. Inflexible Captive ; a Tragedy. ^'6 Edition* 

7. Percy ; a Tragedy. 4th Edition, is. 6d. 

8. The Fatal Falsehood ; a Tragedy, ad Edition, is. 6d. 

9. Sir Eldred of the Bower ; and the Bleeding Rock. 
Two legendary Tales. 3d Edition, is. 6d. 

la Florio ; and the Bas Bleu, ad Edition. 3s. 

II. Slavery; a Poem. 
la. OuE TO Dragon. 

13. Village PoLriics,by Will Cuip. Price 2d. 

• • • * • 

Alfo, Tracts of the Cheap Repository, in 3 vols, bound. 
A new Edition completely arranged. 



In the Prefsy andfpee(Rly will hepuhU/bedj 

^rm Edition 
imes. 



A complete and uniform Edition of the Works of Mrs. 
H*More, in Eight Volumes. 



printed iy A, Straban, Printtrs Street^ Lontbih 




THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY ON 
OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE STAMPED 
BELOW. N ON- RECEIPT OF OVERDUE 
NOTICES DOES NOT EXEMPT THE 
BORROWER FROM OVERDUE FEES. 

Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambrrdge, MA 021 38 (617)495-2413 




